
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



E. H. W. MEYERSTEIN 

BEQUEST TO THE 

UNIVERSrXY OF OXFORD 

This book 
was acquired for the 

MEYERSTEIN 
COLLECTION 

OF THE 

INGUSH FACULTY 
LIBRARY 

ii/ith the help 

of a grant made under 

this bequest 



V:^r:^::ZSX^CS^tiS^^ 



d by Google 



■Tf ■?*¥•- ..»^. -i? 



^' -'^ 



d by Google 



d by Google 



THE 



JOURNAL 



O F A 



VOYAGE to LISBON. 



d by Google 



d by Google 



THE 



JOURNAL 



O F A 



VOYAGE to LISBON, 

By the late 
HENRY FIELDING, Efq; 




LONDON: 

Printed for A. Millar, in the Strands 

MDCCLV. 



d by Google 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 




DEDICATION 



TO TH E 



PUBLIC 




'OUR candour is defired an 
the peru(al of the following 
(heets, as they are the pro^ 
du£t of a genius that has 
long been your delight and entertain-* 
ment. It niu& h^ acknowledged that 
a lamp alcnoO: burnt out does not give 
fot (leady and uniform a lights as when 

it 
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it blazes in its full vigour ; but yet it is 
wiell known that, by its wavering, as if'' 
ftruggling againft its own diflblution, it 
fometimes darts a ray as bright as ever. 
In like manner, a ftrong and Kvely ge- 
nius will, in its laft ftruggles, fome- 
times mount aloft, and throw forth the 
moft Ariking marks of its original 
luftre; 

Wherever thefe are to be found, 
do you, the genuine. patrons of extra- 
ordinary capacities, be as liberal in your 
applaufes of him who is now no more, 
as you were of him whilft he was yet 
amongft you. And, on the other hand, 
if in this little work there (hould appear 
any traces of a weakened and decayed 
life', let your own imaginations place 
before your eyes a true pidure, in that 
of a hand trembling in almoft its lateft 
hour, of a body emaciated with pains, 
yet ftruggling for your entertainment ; 
and let this afFcdting pidture open each 
tender heart, and call forth a melting 
tear, to blot out whatever failings may 
be found in a work begun in pain, and 

finiihed 
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[ Hi ] 
fini(hed almoft at the fame period with 
life. 

It was thought proper^ by the friends 
6f the deceafed, that this little piece 
ihould come into your hands as it came 
from the hands of the author ; it being 
judged that you would be better plea- 
fed to have an opportunity of obferv- 
ing the £unteft traces of a genius you 
havelon^ admired, than have it patch'd 
by a dinerent hand ^ by which means 
the marks of its true aumor might have 
been cffac'd. 

That the fuccefs of this laft written, 
tho* firft publidied volume, of the au- 
thor's pofthumous pieces, may be attend- 
ed with fome convenience to thofe inno<v 
cents he hath left behind, will, no 
doubt, be a motive to encourage its cir- 
culation through the kingdom, which 
will engage every future genius to ex- 
ert itfelf for your pleafure. 

The principles and fpirit which 
breathe in every line of the fmall frag- 

men 
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ment begun in anfvrer to Lord BoUog^ 
broke will unqueftionably be a fufficiait 
apology for its publication, altho' vital 
Arength was wanting to fint(h a work 
io bajyUy bqgttn and ib well dc- 
HgncdU 
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THE 



PREFACE. 




HERE would not, perhaps, be 
a more pleafant, or profitable 
ftudy, among thoie which 

_ have their principal end in 

amufement, than that of travels or voy- 
ages, if they were writ, as they might be, 
and ought to be, with a joint view to the^ 
entertainment and information of man- 
kind. If the converfation of travellers be- 
fo eagerly fought after as it is, we may 
believe their books will be ftill more agree. 
B able 
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able <:ompany, as they will, in general, be 
more inftruftive and more entertaining- 
Bur when I fay the convcrfation of 
travellers is ufually fo welcome, I miuft 
be underftood to mean that only of fuch a$ 
have had good ferifc enough to apply their 
peregrinations to a proper ufe, fo as to ac- 
quire from them a real and valuable know- 
ledge of men and things ; both which 
are beft known by comparifon. If the 
cuftoms and manners of men were every 
where the fame, there would be no ofBcc 
fo dull ag that of a traveller : for the dif- 
ference of hills, valleys, rivers ; in Ihoft, 
the various views in which we may 
fee the face of the earth, would fcarce af- 
ford him a pleafure worthy of his labour 5 
and furely it would give him very little 
opportunity of communicating any kind 
of entertainment or improvement tp others. 

To' make a traveller an agreeable com- 
panion to a man of fenfe, ic is neceflary^ 
not only that he fliould have feen much, but 
that he fhould have overlooked much of 
what he hath feen. Nature is not, any more 
than a great genius^ always admirable 
in her produftions, and therefore the tra- 
veller, who may be called her commenta- 
tor. 
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tor, (hould not expcdt to find every where 
fubjedb worthy of his notice. 

It is certain, indee?, that one may be 
guilty of omiffion as well as of the oppo- 
fite extreme : but a fault on that fide will 
be more eafily pardoned^ as it is better 
to be hungry than forfeited, and ta 
mifs yoiji: defiert at the table of a man 
whofe gardens abound with the choiceft 
fruitSy than to have your tafte affronted 
with every fort of trafb that can be pidc'd 
up at the gr^n-ilall, or the wheel- 
Wrow. 

If we fhouJd carry on the analogy 
between the traveller and the commenta- 
tor, it is impoflible to keep one's eye a 
moment off from the laborious much-read 
doftor Zachary Grey, of whofe rcdund-, 
ant notes, on Hudibras I fhall only fay, 
that it isj I am confident, the fingie 
book extant in wUch above five hundred 
authors are qisoted^ not one of which could 
be found in the' coltedion of the late doc* 
tor Mead. 

As there are few things which m 

traveller is to r«:ond, there are fewer on 

which he is to x}fier his obfeiradon) : this 

' B 2 * ^ is 
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is the office of the reader, and it is ib plea- 
fant a one, that he feldom chufes to have 
it taken from him, under the pretence of 
lending: him aOKtance. Some occafions, 
indeed, there are^ when proper obferva- 
tions are pertinent, and others when they 
are neceffary ; but good fenfc alone muft 
point them out. I (hall lay down only one 
general rule, which 1 believe to be of uni- 
verfal truth between relator and hearer, 
as it is between author and reader ; this 
is, that the latter never forgive any ob- 
fervation of the former which doth not 
convey fome knowledge that they arc 
fenCible they could not poflibly have at- 
tained of themfelves. 

But all his pains In collefbing know- 
ledge, all his judgment in feleding, and all 
his art in communicating it, will not fuffice^ 
unlefs he can make himfelf, in fome de- 
gree, an agreeable, as well as an inftruc- 
tive companion. The higheft inflrudion 
we can derive from the tedious tale of 
a dull fellow fcarce ever pays us for our 
attention. There is nothing, I think, half 
fo valuable as knowledge, and yet there 
1$ nothing which men will give them- 
felves fo little trouble to attain ; unlefs 
k be, perhaps^ that loweO: decree of ic 

which 
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which is the objeft of curiofity, and which 
hath therefore that aftive paflion conftant* 
ly employed in its fcrvice. This, indeed, 
it is in the power of every traveller to gra- 
tify; but it is the leading principle in 
weak minds only. 

To render his relation agreeable to the 
man of fenfc, it is therefore neceffary that 
the voyager fliould poflcfs fcveral eminent 
and rare talents ; fo rare, indeed, that it rs 
almolt wonderful to fee them ever united 
in the fame perfon. 

And if all thefe talents muft concur 
in the relator, they are cert^nly in a more 
eminent degree neceflary to the writer : 
for here the narration admits of higher 
ornaments of ftile, and every fa6k and 
fentiment offers itfelf to the fuUeft and 
moft deliberate examination. 

I T would appear therefore, I think, 
fomewhat ftrange, if fuch writers as thcfc 
Ihould be found extremely common ; fincc 
nature hath been a mod parfimonious di- 
ftributcr of her richeft talents, and hath 
feldom bellowed many on the fame per- 
fon. But on the other hand, why there 
fhould fcarce exift a fiogle writer of this 
B 3 kind 
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kind worthy our regard j and whilft there 
IS no other branch of hiftory (for this is 
hiftory) which hath not exercifed the 
greateft pens, why this alone Ihouldbe over- 
looked by all men of great genius and eru- 
dition, and delivered up to the Goths 
and Vandals as their lawful property, is 
altogether as difficult to determine. 

And yet that this is the cafe, with fomc 
Tery few exceptions, is mofl: nianifeft. 
Of thefc I ihall willingly admit Burnet 
and Addifon ; if the former was not 
perhaps to be confidcred as a political cf- 
iayift, and the latter as a commentatx)r on 
the claffics, rather than as a writer of tra- 
-vds i which laft title perhaps they would 
both of ohem have iDeen leaft ambitious to 

Indeed if thefc two, and two or threfe 
more, fliould be removed from the mafs, 
i^ere would remain fuch a Heap of dul- 
nefs behind, that the appellation of voy- 
age*writcr would not appear very dfe- 
Arable. 

I AM not here unapprised that old Ho- 
mer hitnfelf is by fome confidered as a 
voyage -writer ^ and indeed the beginning 
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^f his Odyfly may be urged to counte- 
nance that opinion, which I fhall not 
controvert. But whatever fpccies of writ- 
ing the Odyfly is of, it is furcly at 
the head of that fpecies, as much as the 
Iliad is of another ; and fo far the excel- 
lent Lx>nginus would allow, I believe, at 
this day. 

But, in reality, the Odyfly, the Tefe- 
tnachus, and all of that kind, are co the 
voyage- writing. I here intend, what ro- 
mance IS to true hiftory, the former being 
the confoaiider and corrupter of the lacter. I 
am far from fuppofing, that Homer, Hefiod, 
and the ptber antient poets and mytholo- 
gifts, had any fettled defigrt to pervert and 
confufe the records of antiquity % but it is 
certain they have efFeftcd it ; and, for my 
part, Tmuft confefs I fhould have ho- 
noured and loved Homer more had he 
written a true hiftory of his owA times 
.in humble profe, than thofe noble poems 
that have fo juftly collefted the praife of 
all ages ; for though I read thefe with 
more admiration and aftonifliment, I .ftill 
read Herodotus, Thucydides and Xeno- 
phon, with more amufement ftnd more 
iatisfa&ion. 

B 4 The 
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The original poets were not, however, 
without excufe. They found the limits 
of nature too ftrait for the immcnfity of 
their genius, which they had not roon^ 
to exert, without extending fa6t by fic- 
tion *, and that efpecially at a time when 
the manners of men were too fimple to 
afford that variety, which they have fincc 
offered in vain to the choice of the 
meaneft writers. In doing this, they arc 
again excufable for the manner in which 
they have done it, 

Ut fpeciofa debinc miracula promant. 

They are not indeed fo properly faid to 
turn reality into fi£lion^ as fidion into rea- 
lity. Their paintings are fo bold, their 
colours fo ftrong, that every thing they - 
touch feems to exift in the very manner they 
rcprcfent it : their portraits are fo juft, 
and their landfcapes fo beautiful, that we 
acknowledge the ftrokes of nature in both, 
without enquiring whether nature herfclf, 
or her journeyman the poet, formed the 
firft pattern of the piece. 

But other writers (I will put Pliny at 
their head) have no fuch prctenfions to in- 
dulgence : they ly for lying fakip, or in 

order 
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order infolendy to impofe the moft mon- 
ftrous improbabilities and abfurdities up* 
on their readers on their own authority i 
treating them as fome fathers treat chil* 
dren, and as other fathers do lay-men, ex- 
afting their belief of whatever they re- 
late, on no other foundation than their ' 
own authority, without ever taking the 
pains of adapting their lies to human cre- 
dulity, and of calculating them for the me- 
ridian of a common underftanding i but 
with as much weaknefs as wickednefs, and 
with more impudence often than either, 
they afTert fadts contrary to the honour of 
God, to the vifible order of the creation, 
to the known laws of nature, to the hiflo- 
ries of former ages, and to the experience 
of our own, and which no man can at once 
underftand and believe. 

If it ihould be objeAed (and it can no 
where be objeAed better than where I now 
write *, as there is no where more pomp of 
bigotry) that whole nations have been 
firm believers in fuch moft abfurd fuppo- 
fitions •, I reply, the fad is not true 
They have known nothing of the matter* 
and have believed they knew not what^ 

♦ At Lifboiu 

B 5 It 
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It IS, indeed, with me no matter of doubt, 
but that the j)ope and his clergy might 
teach any of thoie Chriftian Heterodoxies, 
the tenets of which are the ilioft diametri- 
cally oppofite to their own ; nay, aH thedoc- 
trines of ^oroafter, Confutius, and Maho- 
met, nor 'only with certain and immediate 
fucceJs, but without one cat^iolick in a 
thoufand knowing he had changed hi* 
religion. 

Wmat motive a man can have to (It 
down, and to draw forth a lift of ftupid, 
feniclefs, incredible lies upon paper, would 
be difficult to determine, did not Vanity 
prefentherfelf fo immediately as the ade- 
quate^ caufe. The vanity of knowing 
more than other men is, perhaps^ beGdeS' 
hunger, the only inducement to writing, 
at leaf^ topubUfhing, at all : why then 
Ihould not the voyage-writer be inflamed 
i^with the glory of having feen what no 
man ever did or will fee but bimfelf ? 
This i^ the true fource of the wonderful, 
in the difcourfdv.and writings, and feme- 
times, I believe, in the adkions of men. 
There is another fault 't)f a kind dircftly 
oppofite to this, to which thefe writers ard 
fometimes liable, when> inftead of filling 

their 



d by Google 



The P R E F A C E- »i 

their pages with monftets whkh no body 
hath evei' feea, and with adrentures which 
nei^er have nw could pofBbly have hap* 
penedto them, ^if&Sst their time and paper 
with recording things and &dls of fo com- 
mon a kind, that shey challenge no other 
right of being remembered, than as they 
had the honour ^^ having happened to 
the author^ to Whom -nochhig feems tri- 
vial that in any manner happens to himfelf. 
Of fuch confequence do his own aftions 
i^pear to One of this kind, that he would 
probably think himfelf guilty of infidelity, 
, AiovM he omit the minuteit thing, in the 
detail of his journal. That the faft is 
t/ue, is fufficicDt to give it a place thcre,> 
without any confideration whether it is ca- 
pable of pleafing or furprifing^ of di- 
verting or informing the reader. 

r HAVE feen a play (if I miftakc nor,, 
ft is one of Mrs^ Behn's, or of Mrs. Cent* 
Uvre*s) where this vice in a voyage- writer 
is finely ridiculed* An ignorant pedant, to 
whofe government, for I know not what rea^ 
fon, the conduA of a young nobleman in. 
his travels is committed, and who is fenc 
abroad to fBew My Lord the world,, 
of which he know^ nothing himiclf, 
> B 6 be- 
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before his departure from a town, talis 
. for his journal, to record thegpodnefs of the 
wine and tobacco^ with other articles of the 
fame importance, which are to fumifh the 
materials of a voyage at his return home. 
The humour, it is true, is here carried 
very far i and yet, perhaps, very little be- 
yond wliat is to be found in writers who 
profefs no intention of dealing in humdisr 
at all. 

Op one or other or both of thefe kinds are, 
I conceive, all that vaft pile of books which 
pafs under the names of voyages, travels^ 
adventures, lives, memoirs, Wftories, &c. 
fome of which a fingle traveller fends io- 
tx> the world in many volumes, and others 
are, by judicious bookfellers, collcfted into 
vaft bodies in folio, and Jnfcribed with 
their oWn names, as if they were indeed 
their own travels ; thus unjuftly attribute 
ing to themfelves the merit of others. 

Now from both thefe faults we have en- 
deavoured to fteer clear in the following 
narrative : which, however the contrary 
may be infinuated by ignorant, unlcarnedy 
and frefti-water critics, who have never 
travelled either in books or ftiips, I do fo- 
]iemnly declare doth, in my own impartial 

opinion. 
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opinion, deviate lefs from truth than any 
other voyage extant*, my lord A nfon's alone 
being, perhaps, excepted. 

Some few embellifliments muft be aN 
lowed to every hiftorian : . for we are not 
to conceive that the fpceches in Livy, Sal- 
luft, or Thucidydes, werelitcrally fpoken 
in the very words in which we now read 
.them. It is fufficient that every faS hath 
its foundation in truth, as I do ferioufly 
AVer is the. cafe in the enfuing pages *, ana 
when it is fo, a good cricjc will, be fo- far 
from denying all kind of ornament of fltilc 
or di6tion> or even of circumftance to his 
author, that he would be rather forry if he 
omitted it : for he could hence derive no 
other advantage than the lofs of an addi- 
tional pleafure in the perufal. 

, A G A I NT, if any merely common in^ 
cident fhould appear in this journal, which 
will feldom, I apprehend, be the cafe, the 
candid reader will eafilv perceive it is not 
introduced for its own lake, but for fome 
obfervations and reflexions naturally refult* 
ing from it j and which, if but little to 
his amufement, tend diredly to the in« 
Arudion of the reader, or to the informa<* 
' tion of the public i to ^v^hom if I chufi; to 

convey 
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coavey fuch inftnwStion or information 'with 
*n air of joke and laughter, none but the 
dulleft of fellows will, I believe, cenfure-it ; 
but if they fhould, I have the authority of 
inore than one paifage in Horace to alledge 
in my defence, . » . 

' Ha^i NO thus endeavoured to obviate 
Tome cenfures to which a man, without the 
gift of fore-fight, or ahy fear of the im- 
|>utation 6f being a conjurer, might con- 
ceive this work would be liable, I might 
i*)w undertake a more pleafmg talk, and 
fall at once to the direft and pofitive 
praifes of the work itfelf ; of which in- 
deed I could fay a thoufand good things t 
but the taflk is fo very pleafant that I fhall 
leave it wholly to the reader ; and it is all 
the talk that I impofe on him. A modera- 
tion for which he may think himfelf 
obliged to me, when he compares it with 
the condtift of authors, who often fill a< 
whole flie«t with their own praifes, to which 
Chey fometimes fet their own real names,- 
and fometimes a fiftitious one. One hint, . 
however, I muft give the kind reader v 
which is, that if he fliould be able to 
find no fort of amufement in the book, he 
wilt be pjcafed to remember the public 
V€i|ity which will arifc from it. If en- 

tertainment» 
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tertainment, as Mr. Richardfbn obferves, 
be but a fecondary confideration in a ro- 
mance 5 with which Mr. Addifon 1 think 
agrees, affirming the ufe of the paftry-cook 
to be the firft ; if this, I fay, be true of a 
mere work of invention, fure it may well 
be fo conOdered in a work founded, like 
this, on truth ; and where the political 
refie6tionsform fo diftinguifhing a part. 

But perhaps I may hear, from Ibmc 
critic of the moft faturnine complexion, 
that my vanity muft have made a horrid 
dupe of my judgment, if it hath flattered 
me with an expedation of having any thing 
here feen in a grave light, or of conveying 
any ufeful inftruftion to the public, or to 
their guardians. I anfwer with the great 
man, whom I juft now quoted, that my 
purpofe is to convey inftruftion in the ve- 
hicle of - entertainment ; and fo to bring 
about at once, like the revolution in the 
rehearfal, a perfeft reformation of the laws 
relating to our maritime affairs : an under- 
taking, 1 will not fay more modeft, but 
furcly more feafible, than that of reform- 
ing a whole people, by making ufe of a 
vehicular flory, to wheel in among them 
worfe manners than their owh» 
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THE 




INTRODUCTION. 

N the beginning of Auguft^ 
1753, when 1 had taken the 
Duke of Portland's- medicine, 
as it is called, near a year, 
the effeds of which had been 
the carrying off the fymptoms 
of a lingering iroperfedt gout, I was perfuad- 
ed by Mr. Ranby, the King's premier fer- 
jeant-furg^n, and the ablcft advice, 1 be- 
lieve, in all branches of the phyfical pro* 
feflion, to go immediately to Bath. I 
accordingly writ that very night to Mrs. 
Bowden, who, by the next poft, in- 
formed mc fhe had taken me a lodging for 
a month certain. 

Within a few days after this, whilft I 
was preparing for jny journey, and when 
I was almoft fatigued to death with feveral 
long examinations, relating to five differ- 
ent 
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cnt murders, all committed within the fpace 
of a week, by diflferent gangs of ftrect rob- 
tcrs, I received a meffage fromhisGracc the 
Duke of Newcaftle, by Mr. Carrin^ton, 
the King*s mefTenger, to attend his Grace 
the next morning, in Lincoln*s-inn-fields, 
upon fome bufinefs of importance ; but I 
excufed myfelf from convplying with the 
meffage, as befides being lamtf, I was very 
ill with the great fatigues I had lately un- 
dergone, added to my diftcmper. 

. Ht$ Grace, however, ftotMr. Calrring* 
ifon, the very next mornir^, with an* 
other fummofis ; with which, tho' ia 
the utmoft. diftrefs, I. immrediately com- 
plied ; t^it the Duke happening, un^ 
fortunately for jnc, to be then parti* 
cuiatrly engaged, aiter I bad waited foane 
thne, fent a gentleman codifcouf fe with me 
on the belt plan, which could be invented for 
putting an immediate end to thofe mur- 
ders and robberies which were every day 
committed in die ftrccts ; upon which, I 
promifed to tranfmit my opinion, in writ- 
in^, to his Grace, who, as the gentleman 
informed me, intended to lay it before th^ 
privy council 

T«€f 
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Tho* this vifit cofl: me a fevcrc cold, 
T, notwithftanding, fct myfelf down to 
work, and in about four days fcnt the 
Duke as regular a plan as I could form, 
with all the reafons arid arguments I 
could bring to fapport it, drawn out in 
fcveral Iheets of paper ; and foon recerved 
a meffage from the Dukr, by Mr. Carring- 
ton, acquainting me, that my plan was 
highly approved of, and that all the terms 
of h wouiti be complied with. 

The prirtttpal ami moft material bf 
' tfcofe terms was the immedrately depofitrng 
€00 J. m my hands ; at-which finall thar^e 
• I undertook to demolifti the then rdgning- 
gangs, and to put the civil policy into fuch 
order, that no inch gangs fhould erer be 
able, for the future, to form themfelves 
into bodies, or at leaft to remain any time 
formidable to the public. 

I HAD delayed my Bath-journey for 
fome time, contrary to the repeated advice 
of my phyfical acquaintance, and to the 
ardent defirfe of my warmeft friends, tho' 
my diftemper was now turned to a deep 
jaundice ; in which cafe the Bath-watel-s 
are generally reputed- to be almoft infal- 
lible. But I had. the moft eager defire of 

de* 
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demolifhing this gang of villains' and cut- 
th^'oats^ which I was fure of accomplifliing 
the moment I was enabled to pay a fellow 
who had undertaken, for a fmall fum, 
to betray them into the hands of a fee 
of ttiief-takers whom I Had enlifted into 
the fervice^ all men of known and ap- 
proved fidelity and intrepidity. 

After fome weeks the money was paid 
at the Treafury, and within a few days after 
200 1. of it had come to my hands the 
whole gang of cut*throats was entire- 
ly dilperfed, feven of them were in aduai 
cuftody, and the reft driven, fome out of 
town, and others out of the kingdom. 

Tho* my health was now reduced to the 
laft extremity, I continued to zSt with the 
utmofl vigour againfi: thefe villains -, in 
examining whom, and in taking the dc- 
pofitions againft them, I have often fpent 
whole days, nay fometimes whole iiights, 
efpecialiy when there was any difficulty in 
procuring fufficient evidence to convi6t 
them ; which is a very common cafe in 
ftreet -robberies, eyen when the guilt of the 
party is fufficiently apparent to fatisfy the 
mod tender confcience. But courts of juf* 

tioe 
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ticc know nothing of a caufe more than 
what i5 told them on . oath by a witncfs ; 
and the moft flagitious villain upon earth 
is tried in the fame manner as a man of 
ttve bed character, who is accufed of the 
fame crime. 

Mean while, amidil: all my fatigues 
and diftrefles, I had the fatisfadtion to 
find my endeavours had been attend- 
ed wixh fuch fuccefis, that this helliih 
fociety were almoft utterly extirpated, 
and that, inilead of reading of murders and 
ftrcet-robberics in the hews, almoft every 
morning, there was, in the remaining part 
of the month of November, and in all 
December, not only no fuch thing as a 
murder, but not even a ftreet-robbery 
committed. Some fuch, indeed, were 
mentioned in the public papers ; but they 
were all found, on the ftrideft enquiry, to 
be faJfe. 

In this entire freedom from ftreet-rob- 
beries, during the dark months, no man 
will, I believe, fcruple to acknowledge, 
that the wintei- of 1753 ftands unrivard, 
during a courfe of ooany years ; and thi&^ 
may poflibly appear the more extraor* 

dinary 
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dinary to thofe who recoiled the outrages 
w4th which it began. 

Having thus fully accomplilhed tn/ 
undertaking, I went into the country in 
a very weak and deplorable condition^ 
with no fewer or lefs difeafes than a 
jaundice, a dropfy, and an afthmaj al- 
together uniting their forces in the de- 
ftrudlion of a body fo entirely emaciated, 
that it had lofl: all its mufcular flefh. 

M I N B was now no longer what is 
called a Bath cafe ; nor, if it had 
been fo, had I ftrength remaining fuf- 
ficient to go thither, a ride of fix miles 
only being attended: with an intolerable 
fatigue. I now difcharged my lodg- 
ings at Bath, which I had hitherto 
kept. I began, ineameft, to look on my. 
caie as defperate, and I had vanity enough 
to rank my felf with thofe heroes, who, : 
of old times, became voluntary facrifices 
fio the good of the public. 

But, left the reader fhould be tOQ 
eager to. catch at. the word voftiiy^ and 
fhould be unwilling to indulge me with 
fo fublime a gratification, for I thipk 
he is not too apt to gratify me, I will 
3 take 
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take my key a pitch lower, and will 
frankly own that I had a ftronger motive 
than the love of the public to pufh me on : 
I will therefore confefs to him that my 
private affairs at the beginning of the winter 
had but a gloomy afpedt; for I had 
not plundered the public or the poor of 
thofe fums which men, who are always rea- . 
dy to plunder both as much as they can, 
have been plcafed to fufpeft me of taking: on 
the contrary, by compofing, inftead of in- 
flaming, the quarrels of porters and beggars 
(which I bluftx when I fay hath not occn 
univcrfally praftifcd) and by refufing to 
take a fhilling from a man who moft un- 
doubtedly would not have had another kft^ 
I had reduced an income of about 500I. ♦ 
a year of the dirtieft money upon earth, 

to 

* A predeceflbr of nine ufed to boaft that he 
made loool. a year in his oBcei but how he did 
this (if indeed he did it) is tome a fecret. His cJerk, 
now mine,told ne I had more bufinef s than he had ever 
known there ; I am fure I had as much as any man 
could do. The truth is» the fees are fo very low, when 
any are due, and fo mueh is done for nothingi that 
if a fmgle juilice of peace had bu£nefs enough, to 
employ twenty clerks, neither he nor they would get 
muck by their labour. The public will not therefore* 
I hope, think I betray a fecret wheal infofin thenn, 
that 1 received from the government a yearly penfioa 
out of the public fervko^money » which 1 believe indeed 

would 
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tolittk more than3ooU a confidrrable pro- 
portion of which remained with my clerk ; 
and indeed if the who^e had done fo, as it 
ouglit, he would be ^ut ill paid for fit- 
ting almoft fixteen hours in the twenty- 
four, in the rnoft nnwholefomc, as well 
as naufcous air in the univerf-s and which 
hith in his cafe corrupted a good conftitu- 
ticn without contaminating his morals. 

But, not to trouble the reader with 
anecdotes, contrary to my own rule laid 
down in my preface, I affure him I thought 
my family was very flenderly provided for j 
and that my health began to decline fo 
faft^ that I had very little more of life 
left to accomplifh what I had thought 

would have been larger, had xny great patron been 
Convinced of an error, which I have heard him utter 
more than once. That he could not indeed fay, that 
the ading as a principal juftice of peace in Weftmin- 
iler was on all accounts very deiirable, but that all 
the world knew it was a ve^^ lucrative office. Now 
to have ihewn him plainly, that a man muft be 9> •' 
rogue to make a very little this way, and that he 
could not make much by being as great a rogne as 
he could be, would have required more confidence 
than I believe he had in me, and more of his con- 
verfation than he chofe to allow me ; I therefore 
refigned the office, and the farther execution of my 
plan to my brother, who had long been my affift- 
ant. And now, left the cafe between me and the 
reader (hoald be the faipe in both inftances.as it was 
between me and the great man, I wil net add another 
word on the fubje^. 

5 ' - of 
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of too late. I rejoiced therefore greatly 
in feeing an opportunity, as I appre- 
hended, of gaining fuch merit in the eye 
of the public, that » if my life were the 
facrifice to it, my friends might think they 
did a popular ad in putting my family ac 
lead beyond the reach of ncceffity, which 
I mylelr began to dcfpair of doing. And 
tho' I difclaim all pretence to that Spartan 
or Roman patriotifm, which loved. the 

. public fo well that it was always ready to 
become a voluntary facrifice to the public 
good, I do folemiviy d<Bclare I h?ve that 

. love for my family. 

Aft£ R this confefllon tkcrfifofe% that the 
public was not the principal Deity to 
which my . life was -offered a facriiitje, 
and when it is farther confid^red what a 
poor facrifice this was, being indeed tjo 
other than the giving up what; I faw little 
likelihood of being able to hpld miich 
longer, and which, upon the terms I held 
it, nothing but . the weaknefs ^Qf humaa 
nature could reprefent to me as-, worth 
. holding at aU » the world t^y, libelievt?, 
. without envy allow me all che prajie to 
which 1 have any tide. '•;'•. :> 

My aim, in fad^, was not praUie,. which 
C is 
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' is CtTft' l^ft gift thcycafre t?o beftew; ^at-leaft 
this was not my aim as ah-chd, but ra- 
ther as -a hieaAs, of purchafing fome tno- 
' derate '^Wvifton for my family,' vfhith 
^^ «ho*^!t fhould 'exceed my merit, muft fall 
- irifinfttl/'ftfort of tny fervice, if I fucceed- 
'€d in my atteriipt. 

^ nto^ fay * t*ife ^-irth, * the- public never 'aO: 
^^oW 'Wiftly^ ••thari"Vi?Ren 'tih^y aa nidft 
• libfe^ally in i9ie-rfifl*-ibiuion of their re- 
'^ Wards^t afi?a sfei-^ .the'^gG6d they receive is 
i%fteft''«k)fe-to'fce^cftnfickted thait the mo- 
tive from which they rfcceive it; Example 
alone is the end of all public puniftiments 
^^hO: rh\Mfd§. ''I/a*#^nevWiflffidt'di%race in 
(l:efthttrtenft,'l*6r Confer lifoftoorTiom gFa- 
/<i6ffa*f; f^or-it^^is vcty^hard, -my lord, 
J^^lMd'-'^a^-eShvifted 'felon at the •l)ar to tfcc 
^ktfe^^^kcfelferit ^udge Biiftiet, to hang a 
?>^of'*ihin fot ft^aHng ^: horieJ Yw^t-c 
r'«W^to^t«flh»ftg»d,'Sii-,'ifnfvWre»^«ly^ever. 
^te!)hi)L?rbd'^n-i! b(5!^ved#f!tna, f6r ftcaJing-a 
nkwft, &iit ^du'arti^to^ef hanged that horfts 
. ilfttty i*t befl6ftn;'*Jn>HkeinianneritTnight 
r*^4^ei> ^Bd^to'thei^latfe -dufce of «Marf- 
obdfATIthy^^Iiefl Afe p^Hiamcnt^vas^'-tfe- 
fervedly liberal to-hitti,\ftfterthe^bkt<Ie-6f 
Blenheim, You receive . not thefe honours 
<^an4l^<H^nti«s-oa account of a i*?fory'paft, 

buc 
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'but that Qcher vid^ries may be ob« 
taincd. 

I WAS now, in the opinion of all men> 
dying of a complication pf.diforders \ and^ 
were I defirous of playing, the advocate, I 
have an occafion fair enough : but I dif^ 
dai.n fuch an attempt. I relate fafls plain* 
]y and (imply a$ they are; ar>d let the 
worl:d ^f^wifromitbem what fipncUifions 
^hey pleafCi takwg with fhcm the fQlloiVving 
fadU tor tjieir.inftrviition. ,The one. is. 
That the proclamation oS^rlng looK. for 
the ^ppfeVendmg feigns for certain felonies 
(Committed ia fi^rfain ^pl^ac^esi,. which I 
pi'cvmted froap.beiflg .fe^»vpd,, had for- 
niedy <:Qft th? .goyernmer^t fcvcral t^ou- 
jfmd pquads jwifhin a fiogle year. Se- 
qondly> thataJl fuch prgci^aiation.?, inftead 
of curing the evil, had adtually encreafed 
iti had iDujtipliedi thciiumbner pf robbj^ries; 
Jittd pr^pagftWd. tia? .worft and. wi^k^eft 
pf pcriufics i. b*d;l»id fjMtrc^:fQr ypyth.and 
ignoraacc i , which, ^ t|>e temptation of 
«hcfc /rew^ard?^ bad Jj^wx-jTomigtinjes d«ia>yo 
itM guilt.;: and fometime^i which icanoot b)s 
thought on without th^ Wghcft .horror, had 
deftroyed them without it. Thirdly, That 
iny.plmi>l¥tfJ mot. put the , goy^rdm.qni; to 
wart chiaii gophescp^txcQ^ »nd had produced 
C % none 
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none of the ill confequenccs above-men- 
tioned ; but, laftly, Had aftually fup- 
preffed the evil for a time, and had plain- 
ly pointed out the means of fuppreffing it 
for ever. This I would myfclf have un* 
dertaken, had my health permitted, at the 
annual expenceof the abovementioned fum. 

After having ftood the terrible fix 
weeks which fucceeded laft Ch'riftmas, and 
put a lucky end, if they had known their 
own interefts, to fuch numbers of aged 
and infirm valetudinarians, who might 
have gafped through two or three mild 
winters more, I returned to town in 
February, in a condition Icfs defpaired of 
by my felf than by any of my friends. I 
now became the patient of Dr. Ward, 
who wiHied I had taken his advice earlier. 

By his advice I was tapped, and four- 
teen quarts of water drawn from my belly. 
The fudden relaxatk)n which this caufed, 
added to my enervate, emaciated habit 
of body, fo weakened me, that within 
two days I was thought to be falling into 
the agonies of death. 

I WAS at the worft on that memorable 
day when the public loft Mv. Pelham. 

S From 
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From that day I began (lowly, as it were, 
to draw my feet out of the grave ; 
till in two month's time I had again ac- 
quired fome little degree of ftrength ; but 
was again full of water. 

During this whole time, I took Mr. 
Ward's medicines, which had feldom any 
perceptible operation. Thofe in particular 
of the diaphoretic kind, the working of 
which is thought to require a great ftrength 
of conftitution to fupport, had fo little 
effect on me, that Mr. Ward declared it 
was as vain to attempt fweating me as a 
deai board. 

In this fituation I was tapped a fecond 
time. I had one quart of water lefs taken 
from me now than before •, But I bore all 
the confequences of the operation much, 
better. This I attributed greatly to a 
dofe of laudanum prefcribed by my fur- 
geon. It firfl: gave me the moft c?eIicious 
flow of fpirits, and afterwards as com- 
fortable a nap. 

The month of May, which was now 

begun, it feemed reafonable to expefl: 

would introduce the fpring, and drive off 

that winder which yet maintained its foot- 

C 3 ing 
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ing on the ftage. I refolved therefore to* 
vint a little houfe oP mine in the country^* 
which ftands at Ealing,, in the county of 
Middlefex, in the bell air, I believe, ia^ 
the whole kingdom; and far' fuperior ta 
that of Kenfington Gravel- Pits ; for the 
gravd is hete'ntuch widet and deeper; die 
place higher and mote^opert towards the 
foiith, whilft it is guarded from the nortb 
wind by a ridge' of hills, and from the 
fmells' and fmoke of Lbndott by\its"di- 
fiance ; which laft is not titer fate* of Ken-' 
fin^ori, when the wind blows from 'any 
corner of the eaft. 

Obligations to Mr. Ward Ifliall al- 
ways confefs ; for I afti convinced that he- 
omitted nd cat'e in endeavouring to fcrve 
me, without any expeftation or defire of 
fee or" reward. 

The powers of Mr. Ward's remedies 
wanr indeed no unfair puffs of mine to 
give them credit; and tho' this diftemper 
of the dropfy ftands, I believe, fit ft in 
the lift of thofe over which he is always* 
certain of triumphing •, yet, poffibly^ 
there might be fomething particular in my 
cafe, capable of eluding that radical force 
whidh. had: healed fo, many thoufands.. 
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The fame diftemper, in difFere^t conftitu- 
tionSy may poilibly be attended Wiiih fuch 
differenc fymptoms^ that to find an infal- 
lible n<>ftruin for the curing any. cfoc 
diftemper in every patig^t, may he almoft 
as difficult as to find* a panacea for the: 
curc of alk 

But even fuch a panacea one of the 
greateft fcholais artd bed of men diJ lately 
sf}i}t6ifmd> hp h^didUqovereJr It^i&trne^ 

h^ UQt by tjie forf»«, ^ t^. «df^t|9i^ 
acquiroi^ a rigljt of amly«^ ho fkill, ift 
titc arc of jfbylk. to l^i$ o^Aip^iyate. a^-* 
vantage; and yer, perhaps, it ^aj^-bft 
truly a^rted^ that no: othk xciodern |i^^ 
qoritritn^ted fQ nrach to jn^ke hjia. phy^i 
fical (kill ufeful tq the .puJDiif?/,: %5^ Ieaft>j 
that none hath undergone the pains' of 
CommuDicating' this difco^^ery. in .^r^C^ng 
to the world* The rea^^r, I tbi/jlf, yp^JJIi 
fcarce need to be informed that th^ wrker \ 
mccin is the late bifhop of Clpyno m Ii;c7^ 
land, and the difcoycry, that pf thc.yir'* 
tues of tar- water, 

I THEN happtn^d to recoiled, upon ai 

hint given me by the inimitable and fhanie- 

fully dj^refsM author of theFemaleJEiuixpte,. 

C xfc tiiat 
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that I had many years before, fromcuriofity 
only, taken a curfory view of biftiop 
Berkley*^ trcatife on the virtues of tar- 
water, which I had formerly obfcrvtd he 
ftrongly contends to be thac real panacea ' 
which Sydenham fuppofes to have an 
cxiftencc in nature, tbo' it yet remains' 
undifcovered, and, p^-rhaps, will always 
remain fo. 

Upon the re-perufal of this book I 
found the biftiop only aflertingliis opinion, 
that tar-wat€r rtiight be ufeful in the 
drbpfy, fiiKe he had known it to have a 
furprizing fuccefs in the cure of a moft- 
ftubborn anafarca, wliich is indeed no 
or her tlfan, as the wbrd implies, the dropfy ' 
ofthefiiefti; and this was, at that time, a 
large part of my complaint. 

After a fliort tral, therefore, of a 
milk diet, which I prefently found did 
not fuit with my cafe, I bttook myfelf to 
the bifhop's prefcripticn, and dofed my- 
felf every morning and evening with half 
a pint of tar-water. 

It was no more than three weeks fince 
my laft tapping, and my Klly and limbs 
yftro diftended with water. This did not 

give 
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give me the worfe opinion of tar- water : 
for I never fuppofcd there could be any 
fuch virtue in tar-water, as immediate- 
ly to carry off a quantity of water al- 
ready collefted. For my delivery from 
this, I well knew I muft be again obliged 
to the trochar ; and that if the tar-water 
did me any good at all, it muft be only 
by the flowed degrees ; and that if it 
Ihould ever get the better of my diftem- 
per, it muft be by the tedious operation 
of undermining \ and not by a fudden at- 
tack and ftorm. 

Some vifibie cffefts, however, and far 
beyond what my moft fanguine hopes 
could with any modefty expeft, I very foon 
experienced •, the tar- water having, from 
the very firft, leflened my illncfs, increafed 
my appetite ; and added, though in a ve- 
ry flow proportion, to my bodily ftrength. 

But if my ftrength had encreafed a 
little, my water daily encreafed much 
more. So that, by the end of May, my 
belly became again ripe for the trochar, and 
I was a third time tapped ; upon which two 
very favourable fymptoms appeared. I had 
three quarts of water taken from me left 
than had been taken the'lafttimc j and I ' 
C 5 bore 
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boet die tckxation with much lefs (indeed^ 
with icairte a^y) funtntis.^ 

TB^fi of my phyfical friends,, on whofc 
judgnteut 1 chicfty depended^ fecmcd to- 
chirtk my ortly chance of life confifted in 
having the \;vhob funamer before me ; in^ 
t^^hith I might hope to gather fufficient 
ftrtngth to entcounter the inciemeocies of 
the enfuing winter. But this chance 
began daily to kiSen* I iow the fumroer 
mould^rif^ away, oar rather,^ indeed, the 
year paffing away without iBfiendiog t<y 
bring on any fummer at all. In the whole 
ttioikh of May the fun fcarce appeared^ 
three timeft. So that the early fruits came to 
die fulnefs of their 0dWth, andtofbmeap^ 
pearhnce of ripeneC without acquiring any 
teal rHaturky *, having wanted the heat e^ 
the funtofoften and meliorate their juices. I 
fftw the dropfy gaining rather than lofing 
ground ; the diftancc growing ftill fhorter 
betWden the dappings.. liaw the afthma: 
' likewtfe* beginning Again to become more 
troublefbme. I faw tte Midfummer quar- 
ter drawing towards a clc^. So that I 
conceived, if the Michaelmas quarter 
fbouM AesA oiF in t^ lame .manner, as 
h 1^as,'in loy opiSBiK>B> very much to be 

apprer> 
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apprehended it would>. I fliould be deli- 
irered up to. the attacks of wiater^ before 
1 rectmudi my forces^ fo as to. be aa^ 
wile able^8a> widi&and them. 

I now began to recali an inteikioii^ 
sivluch foom»^ «he firft dav^mngs of my vck 
covery I bad.c^ceiv>\iy of .reaio^iDgi taa: 
warmer climate i and finding this to be 
^prav'd of by a very cwiineat phyfician„ 
i! rcTolved to put ii into iannediaci^iexe'- 

Aix in Prdveaee vnas the place firft: 
thought on; but the difiicuicic^ of getting, 
thither were infuperable. The journey 
•by tlmd, befide- the. cxpcnce .of it, was*, 
InfiiUtety too long and iatiguiisgv and £ 
could kea^ of- ao (hip that was likely to> 
&t out from^ London,, within, any teafbsi* 
able timt for Maideilles^ prany other port 
in that pan of « the Moditerraneanu. 

Lisbon was prefently fixed on in its 
f oon^r < The ^r - htre^ as it was near four 
«U^e^ to the fouth of Aix,.muft be more 
mild an8 warm, and the wtntep ihoirter 
afid k& pierdng. 

C 6 lir 
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It was not difEcult to find a (hip bound 
to a place with which we carry on fo im- 
menfe a trade. Accordingly, my brother 
foon iofornied me of the excellent accom- 
modations for pallengers, which were to be 
fcHind on board a (hip that was obliged to 
fail for Lifbon in three days. 

I EAGERLY embraced the offer, not- 
withftanding the Ihortnefs 6f the time ; 
and having given my brother full, power 
tocontraft for our paflage, I began to pre-, 
pare my family for the voyage with the 
utmoii: expedition. 

But our great hafte was needlefs ; for 
the captain having twice put off his failings 
I at length invited him to. dinner with me 
at Fordhook, a full week after the time 
on which be had declared, and that with 
many alieverations, he muft, and WQuld» 
weigh anchor. 

He dined with me, according to his ap- 
pointment; and when all matters were, 
fettled between us, left me with pofitive orr. 
ders to be on board the Wednefdav follow- 
ing 5 when he declared he would fall down - 

the 
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the river to Gravefend i and would not 
flay a moment for the greateft man in the 
world. 

He adviled me to go to .Gravefend by 
land, and there wait the arrival of his fhip ; 
affigning many reafons for this, every one 
of which was, as I well remember, among 
thofe that had before determined me to go 
on board near the Tower. 
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Wednefiay^ June 26, 1 754; 

[ N thisday, the moftmelancho^^ 
ly fun I had ever beheld arofe,. 
and found me awake at itiy 
houfe at Fordhook. By the 
light of this fun^ I was, in 
my own opinion, laft to behold and take 
leave of fome of thofc ciratures on whom I 
doated with a mother-like fondnefs, guided 
by nature and pafllon, and uncured and 
unhaindened by all the do&rine of tliat 
philoibphical fchool where I had learnt 
to bear pains and to del^ife ileath. 
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In this fituation, as I could not conquer 
nature, I fubmitted entirely to her, and 
(he made as great a fool of me as (he had 
ever done of any woman whatfoever : under 
pretence of giving me leave to enjoy, fhe 
drew me in to fuffer the company of my • 
little ones, during eight hours -, and I doubt 
not whether, in that time, I did not un- 
dergo more than in all my diftempcn .. 

At twelve precifely my coach was at 
the door, which was no fooner told mc 
than I kifs'd my children round, and went 
into it with fomc little rcfolution. My 
wife, who behaved more like a heroine 
and philofopher, tho* at the fame time the 
tendered mother in the world, and my 
eWeft daughter, followed me ; fome friends 
went with us, and others here took their 
leave i and I heard my behaviour ap-r 
plauded, with many murmurs and praife^ 
to which I well knew I had no title ; as 
all other fuch philofophers may, if they 
have any modefty, confefs on the like 
occafions. , 

In two hours we arrived in RedrifFc, 
and immediately went on board, and were 
to have failed the next morning ; but as 
fhis was the king's proclamation-day, and 

con- 
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confcquently a holiday at the Cuftom- 
houfe, the captain could not clear his 
veflll till the Th'urfday j for thcfe holidays 
are as ftriftly obferved as thofe in the 
popi(h calendar, and are almoft as nu- 
merous. I might add^ that both are op* 
pofite to the genius of trade, and conle- 
quently conira bonum publicum. 

To go on board the fhip it was necef- 
fary iirit to go into a boat •, a matter of 
no fmall difficulty, as I had no ufe of- 
my limbs, and was to be carried by men, 
who tho' fufficicntly ftrong for their 
burden, were, like Archimedes^ puzzled 
to find a fleady footing. Of this, ' as 
few of my readers have not gone into 
wh^rics on the Thames, they willcafi- 
ly be able to form to themfelves an 
idea. . However, by the afliftance of my 
friend Mr. Welch, whom I never think 
or fpeak of but with love and efteem, I 
conquered this difficulty, as I did after- 
wards that of afcending the flip, into 
which I was hoifted with more eafe by a* 
chair lifted with pullies. I was fooo feated 
in a great chair in the cabin, to refrefh 
my elf after a fatigue which had been 
more intolerable, in a quarter of a mik^s 
paflTage from my couch to the Ihip, than I 
h^d before undergone in a land-journ.y of 

twelve 
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twelve miles, which I had travelled with 

the utmoft expedition* 

This latter fatigue was, perhaps, fomc- 
what heightened by an indignacioa which 
I could not prevent arifing in my mind. 
I chink, upon my entrance into the hoat^. 
I prefented ,a fpc&acle of the higheft 
horror. The total lofs of limbs was ap- 
parent to aU* who few me, and my face 
contained naar ks^ of: at mpfi^ difistfed Aatev 
ifi not of de*fth: ilfctf. Indeed: foghaftly 
n^as^my ctoueitrainiti,vthiiC tsittooeous womeicii, 
withi. child hud abftain^ ftxMn myboufe> 
forfetrof (he ill coofequencesroi lookiiig; 
at me. In thLs condition^ I . rain the 
gauntlope, (fe^I.tiiink I may juftly call 
it) thrbugh rows of feilprs and-watermen^ 
few of whom failed of paying their com- 
pHments to me, by all manner of ipfults 
and jefts on my m fery. No man who knew 
me , will think I conceived any perfonal re- 
fentment at this l)ehaviouf -, but it was a 
lively pifture of that cruelty and inhu- 
manity, in the nature of men, which I have 
often contemplated with concern; and 
which leads the mind into a train of very 
tincomfortable and melancholy thoughts.. 
It itiay be faid, that this barbarous cuftom 
is peculiar to the Englifh, and of them on- 
% to the laweft degree ; that it is an ex- 
ceed 
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erefcenceof an uncontrouPd licentioufnels 
miftaken for liberty, and never fhews it- 
felf in men who -are poli(h*d and refin*d^ 
in fuch manner as human nature requires^ 
to produce that pepfe£tion of which it is 
iufceptibie^ and to purge away that male* 
volence of difpofition,^ of which, at. our 
birth we partake in- common with the fa« 



vage creation. 



TkfS- may be .fai^v and titis. is all jthat 
can be faidi and it is^ I ani^ afi^id, bue 
linle lkttsfaft(>ryj«>- a^eottwt Tor the inhu* 
fiwnity of th©fe, who^ wHifethery boaft of 
being made after God^ owa image, feein 
to bear in their minds a refembkmce of the 
vilcfl: fpecies of brutes ; or rather, indeed^ 
of our idea of devils : for I don't know 
that any brutes can be taxed with fuch 
malevolence. 

A suRLOiN of beef was now placed on the 
table, for which, tho' little better than car- 
rion, as much was charged by the mailer of 
the litde paltry alehoufe who drcfled it, m 
would have been demanded for all the ele- 
gance of the King*s Arms, or any other po- 
Jite tavern, or eating-houfe 5 ft)r indeed the 
difference between the.beft houfe and the 
worft is, that at the former you pay largely 
for luxury^ at the latter for nothing, 

%burfda;jf 
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"fhurfdayy Juneiy. This morning the 
captain, who lay on fhore at his own houfe, 

})aid us a vifit in the cabin ; and behaved 
ike an angry balhawjdeclaring, that had he 
known we were not to be pleafed, he would 
not have carried us for 500 I. He added 
many afleverations that, he was a gentle- 
man, and defpifed money ; not forgetting 
feveral hints of fhe prefents which had been 
made him for his cabin, of 20, 30, and 
40 guineas, by feveral gentlemen, over 
and above the fum for which they had 
contrafted. This behaviour greatly fur- 
prifed me, as I knew not how to account 
ror it, nothing having happened fince we 
parted from the captain the evening 
before in perfeft good humour; and all 
this broke forth on the firft moment of his 
arrival this morning. He did not, how- 
ever, fuffer my amazement to have any 
long continuance, before he clearly (hewed 
me that all this was meant only as an 
apology to .introduce another procraftina- 
tion (being the fifth) of his weighing 
anchor ; which was now poftponed till Sa- 
tiirday, for fuch was his will and pleafure. 

Besides the difagreeable fituation in 
which we then lay, in the confines of 
Wapping and RedrifFe, tafting a delicious 
mixture of the air of both thefe fweet 

places. 
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places, and enjoying the concord of fwect 
founds of feamen, watermen, filh- women, 
oyfter- women, and of all the vociferous 
inhabitants of both (hores, eompofing aU- 
together a greater variety of harmony than 
Hogarth's imagination hath brought to- 
gether in that print of his, which is 
enough to make a man deaf to look at ; 
I had a more urgent. caufe to prcfs our 
departure, which was, that the dropfy, 
for. which I had undergone three tappings, 
feemed to threaten me with a fourth dif- 
charge, before I Ibould reach Lifbon, and 
when I fliould have no body on board cap- 
able of performing the operation 5 but I was 
obliged to hearken to the voice of reafon, if 
I may ufe the captain's own words, and 
to reft myfelf contented. Indeed there 
was no alternative within my reach, but 
what would have €o&, me much too 
dear, 

. There are many evils JnJbciety, from 
which people of the higheft rank are fo 
entirely exempt j that they hare not the 
leaft knowledge or idea pf them; noc 
indeed of the charaders which are formed 
by themw Such^ for inibaiice,^ is thecon^ 
veyance of goods dX)^^zSkn^t from one 
place to a:m)thcr. Now there, is. no fuch 

' thing 
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thing as atiy kind bf knowledge cootcmp* 
tiJbic in itfelf ; and as the particular know- 
ledge I hear mean is ientirely ncccflary to 
the well undcrftanding and well enjoyijng 
this journal-, aod, laftly, as in tius cafe 
the moft ignorant will be thofc very rea* 
ders whofe amufemcnt we chiefly con- 
fult, and to whom we wifti to .be fuppofed 
principally to "write, we will here enter 
iomcwhat largely iato the difouflion of this 
•matter •j.theMratiier, for: that no antient or 
modern aiuthor (if we can truft the cata- 
logue of :Dr. Meid's IU>rary) hath ever 
^ndcrtakchaflte^, but that it feems (in die 
ftiie of Doi^i€^jRxotte) a tafkrefervod for 
my pen alone. 

When I firfl:. 'coaceivcd thi^ intention, 
I bfegain to entertain thoughts t>f. enquiring 
u^D tbe antiquity of travellingj^ wand, as 
many perfons have performed in thi&wray 
(I mean have travelled) at the expence of 
the public, 1: flaitcycd cayfelf that the 
{pmt of improWn^ arts and Ifeiemces, and 
of: advancing ufeful "and fohftantial learn* 
iiKg, wfaick fojeminiently diflingmihesthis 
igcyiaidiiatb'given . rife' to more fpecula- 
tntricNtieiabh^iBdhD]?^^ prefentcan 

recoltediilthe^^mnics pffv^perbaps indeed than 
1 orauyi ochcci^didcs their very near neigh- 
" hours 
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bows aever heard mentioned, would aflVft 
in promoting fo curious a work. A work ! 
begun with the fame views, calculated for 
the femc^parpofes, .and fitted for the fame 
ufes with the .l3boor& which thofe right 
honourable focicties have fo cheerfully 
undertaken ^tliemfelvcs, and encouraged in 
othei^s i foTOcttmcs with the I^gheft ho- 
nours, even iwich'idmiflion into ther col- 
leges, and -with inroimenc among their 
jnembers. 

From thefcfocictks.'I promlfcd niyfelf 

all lafliftanc^ in their jpow^r, particciiarjy 

. the rcommunicatiipn: of inch valuable m^ *; 

nufcripts and records as they muft be fup- 

■ pc^dto haws- coUe&ed ftatri thofe obfcure 

ages^of antiquity^ when hifbory yields vis 

fuch impwfefl: accoutlts of the tdidencc, 

and much more imperfed, of ithe travels of 

the human ^raoe ; imlbi^ perhaps^ as a cu- 

riows and learned member of the young 

^ ipciigfty of '.flfntiquatians is faid to have 

hinted' his conjeduFes, that their refidence 

and di<»[r crave tsnwece one "and (he^fame; 

j»id:tbisi4tfcX)ver^ (for fuch it ieemsr to be) 

'^hc^isiWid to^iave owed' totheiaghtii^ by 

•jacci^t on.^baok^>fwWch(We &all ba?e 

h&iii&m^& rbeiXtiiM:pvfef<»itly5'idiQ<;ofi^ms 

8 of 
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of which were then little known to the 
fociety. 

The King of Pruffia, moreover, who 
from a degree of benevolence and tafte, 
which in either cafe is a rare produdtion 
in fo northern a climate, is the great 
encourager of art and feicnce, I was 
well affured would promote, fo ufeful a 
defign, and order his archives to be fearched 
in my behalf. 

fiuf after well weighing all thefe ad- 
vantages, and much meditation on the 
order of my. work, my whole defign was 
fubvcrted in a moment by hearing of the 
difcoyeryjlift mentioned to have been m^e 
by the young antiquarian^w ho from the moft 
anticnt record in the world (tho* I don't 
find the fociety are all agreed in this point) 
one long preceding the date of the earlieft 
modern collcftions, either of books or 
butterflies, none of which pretend to go 
beyond the flood, (hews us» that the firfl: 
man was a traveller^ and that he -and his 
fanaily were fcarce fettled in Paradife before 
they difliked their own bon^^aftd. became 
paflengers-to .another plac^... Hfit^Cti it 
appear;^ thatthc.hufljour of travelling is 
^ . as 
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as old as the human race, and that it ^as 
their curfe from the beginning. 

By this difcovery my plan became much 
fhortened, and I found it only neceflary ta 
treat of the conveyance of goods and paf-* 
fengers from place to place ; which noc 
being univerfally known, feemed proper 
to be explained, before we examined into 
its original. There are, indeed, two dif- 
ferent ways of tracing all things, ufed by 
the hiftorian and the antiquary ; thefe are 
upwards and downwards. The former 
fhews you how things are^ and leaves to 
others to difcover when they began to be 
fo. The latter fhews you how things 
were, and leaves their prefent exiftence to 
be examined by others. Hence the for- 
mer is more ufeful, the latter more curious. 
The former receives the thanks of man- 
kind« the latter of^^that valuable part, the 
virtuoii# 

In explaining, therefore, this myftery 
of carrying goods and paffengers from 
one place to another, hitherto fo profound 
a fecret to the very beft of our readers, 
we ihall purfue the hiftorical method, and 
endeavour to fhew by what means it is at 
prefent, per formed, referring the more cu- 

D rious 
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rious enquiry cither to fome other pen, 
or to fome other opportunity. 

Now there arc two general ways of per- 
forming (if God permit) this conveyance ; 
viz. by land and water, both of which 
have mu<!h variety ; that by land being 
performed in different vehicles, fijch as 
coaches, caravans, waggons, &€. and that 
by Water in (hips, barges, and boats, of 
various fizes and denominations. But as 
all thefe mcthock of conveyance are formed 
Oft the fame principles, they agree lb welt 
together, that it is fully fufficient to com- 
prehend them all in the general view, 
without defcendihg to fuch minute par- 
ticulars, as would diftinguifh one method 
from another. 

Common to all of thefe is one general 
principle, that as the^ goods to be con- 
veyed are ufually the larger, fo they arc 
to be chiefly confidered in the conveyance ; 
the owner being indeed .little more than 
an appendage to his trunk, or box, or 
bale, or at belt a fmall part of his own 
baggage, very little care is to be taken in 
Aowing or packing them up with conve- 
nience to himjfelf : for the conveyance h 

not 



d by Google 



TO LISBON- 51 

net of paflengers and goods, but of gooda 
and paflfengers; 

Secondcv, From this coaveyance arHes 
a new^kind of relationy or radier of fub« 
jeflion in the fbdety ; by which the paf^ 
ienger becomes bound in. allegiance to his 
conveyer. This allegiance is indeed 
only temporary and local,, but. the moft 
abfoliote during its continuance^, of any 
known in Great-Britain, and, to fay truth, 
fcafce confident with the liberties of a 
free people ; nor could it b^ reconciled 
with them, did it not move downwards, 
a circumijtance univerfally apprehended to 
be incompatible to all kinds of flaveryi 
For Ariftotle, in his Politicks, hath pro- 
ved abundantly to my fatisfadion, that no 
men are born to be flavcs, except barbari- 
ans *, znd thefe only to fuch as are not them^ 
lelves barbarians : and indeed Mr. Mon- 
tefquleu hath carried it very litde farther, 
in the cafe of the Africans ; the rc^l 
truth being, that no man is bora to be a 
flave, unlefs to him who is able to make 
him fo. 

Thirdly, This Ibbjeftion is abfo- 
lute, and confifls of a perfipft relignation 
both of body and foul to the difpofal of 
^ ' • X D 2 another 5 
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another ; after which refignatioh, during a 
certain time, his fubjed retains no more 
- power over his own will, than an Afiatic 
flave, or an EngliQi wife, by the laws of 
both countries, and by the cuftoms of one 
of them. If I fhould mention the inftance 
of a ftage-coachman, many of my readers 
would recognize the truth of what I have 
here obfervcd j all indeed, that ever have 
been under the dominion of that tyrant, 
who, in this free country, is as abfolutc as 
a Turkilh Bafhaw. In two particulars only 
his power is defedive ; he cannot prefs you 
into his fervice, and if you enter yourfelf 
at one place, on condition of being -dif- 
charged at a certain time at another, he 
IS obliged to perform his agreement, if 
God permit : but all the intermediate time 
you are abfolutely under his government ; 
he carries you Jiow he will, when he will, 
and whither he will, provided it be not 
much out of the road -, you have nothing 
tb eat, or to drink, but what, and when, 
and where he pleafes. Nay, you cannot 
fleep, unlefs he pleafes you (hould ; for he 
will order you fomctimes out of. bed at 
midnight, and hurry you away at a mo^ 
ment's warning : indeed, if you can fleep 
in his vehicle, he cannot prevent it ; nay, 
indeed, to give him his due, this he is 
, , » prdi- 
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ordinarily difpofed to encourage ; for the 
earlier he forces you to rife in the morn- 
ing, the more time he wilt give you in the 
heat of the day, fometimes even fix hours 
at an alehoufe, or at their doors, where he 
always gives you the fame indulgence 
which he allows himfelf j and for this he 
is generally very moderate in his demands, 
I have known a whole bundle of pafTen*- 
gers charged no more than half a crown 
for being fufFered to remain quiet at an 
alehoufe door, for above a whole houri 
and that even in the hottcft day in 
fummer. 

5uT as this kind of tyranny, tho* it 
hath cfcapcd our political writers, hath 
been, 1 think, touched by our dramatic, 
and is more trite among the generality of 
readers -, and as this and all other kinds of 
fuch fubjcftion are alike unknown to my 
friends, I will quit the paffcngers by land, 
and treat of thofe who travel by water > 
for whatever is faid on this fubjeft is ap- 
plicable to both alike, and we may bring 
them together as clofely as they are brought 
in the liturgy, when they are recommended 
to the prayers of all Chriftian congrega- 
tions j and (which I have often thought very 
remarkable) where they are joined with 
D 3 other 
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other miferablc wneichcs, fuch .as, women 
in labour, people in ficjcnefs, infants juft 
born, prifoners and captives. 

Goods and paflengers are conveyed by 
ivater in divers vehicles, the principal of 
^hich being a (hip, it fhall fuffice to men- 
tion that alone. Here the tyrant doth not 
derive his title, as the ftage-coachman, 
doth from the vehicle itfelf, in which he 
flows his goods and paflengers, but he is 
called the captain ; a word of fuch various 
ufe and uncertain (ignification, that it feems 
very difficult to fix any poGtive, idea to it : 
if indeed there be any general meaning which 
hiay comprehend all it* different ufes, that 
of the head, or chief, of any body of men, 
leems to be mod capable of this comprc- 
hcnfion ; for whether they be a company of 
foldiers, a crew of failors, or a gang of 
rogues, he who is at the head of them is 
always ftiled the captain. 

The particular tyrant, whofe fortune 
it was to ftow us aboard, laid a farther 
claim to this appellation than the bare 
command of a vehicle of conveyance. 
He had been the captain of a privateer, 
which he chofe to call being in the king's 
lervice, and thence derived a right of 

hoift- 
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over the button of hi& hat. He. likewife 
wore a fword of no ordinary length by his 
fide, with which he fwaggered in his ca- 
bin, among the wretches his paffenger^, 
.whom he had flowed in cupboards on 
^ach fide. He was a perfon of a very 
fmgular charaAer. He had taken, it into 
.his head that he was a gentlenuin, from 
thofe very reafons that proved he was not 
.one ; and to ftiew himfelf a fine gentleman, 
by a behaviour which fcemed to infinu- 
atc he had never feen one. He was, more- 
over, a man of gallantry ; at the age of 
feventy he had the finicalnefs of Sir Courtly 
Nice, with' the roiighncfs of Surly i and 
while he was deaf himfelf, had a voice ca- 
.pable of deafening all others. 

Now, as I faw myfelf in danger by the 
delays of the captain, who was, in reality, 
waiting for more freight, and as the wind 
had been long nefted, as it were, in the 
fouth-weft, where it conftantly blew hurri- 
canes, I began with great reafon to appre- 
hend that our voy^e might be long, and 
that my belly, which began already to be 
much extended, would require the water to 
be let out at a tinrie when no afliftance waa 
at hand V though, indeed, the captain com- 
D 4 forted 
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forced me with aifurances, that he had a 
pretty young fellow on board, who aftcd 
as his iurgeon, as I found he likewiie did 
as fteward, cook, butler, failor. In (hort^ 
he had as many offices as Scrub in the play, 
and went through them all with great dex* 
tertty ; this of lurgeon, was, perhaps, the 
only one in which his fl<ill was fome what de- 
ficient, at Icaft that branch of tapping for 
f hedropfy ; for he very ingenuoufly and mo- 
deftly confeflcd, he had never fccn the ope- 
ration performed, nor was poflefTed of that 
chirurgical inftrument with which it is 
performed. 

Friiay^ June 28. By way of prevention, 
therefore, I this day fcnt for my friend 
Mr. Hunter, the great furgeon and ana-- 
tomift of Coveat-garden •, and, though 
my belly was not yet very full and tight, 
lee out ten quarts of water, the young 
fea-furgcon attending the operation, not as 
a performer, but as a ftudent, 

I WAS now eafcd of the greateft appre- 
henfion which I had from the length of the 
paflage ; and I told the captain, I was be- 
come indifferent as to the time of his fail- 
ing. He exprefled much fatisfadlion in 
this declaration, and at hearing from me, 

that 
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that I found myfelf, fince my tappings 
much lighter and better. In this, I believe, 
he was fincere ; for, he wa$, as we ihall 
have occafion to obfervc more than once, 
a very good-natured man ; and as he was 
a very brave one too, I found that the he- 
roic conftancy, with which I had born an 
operation that is attended with fcarce any 
degree of pain, had not a little raifed me 
in his efteem. That he might adhere, 
therefore, in the moft religious and rigo- 
rous manner to his word, when he had no 
longer any temptation from intereft to 
break it, as he had no longer any hopes 
of more goods or paflengers, he ordered 
his fhipto fail down to Gravefend on Sun- 
day morning, and there to wait his arrival. 

Sunday^ June 30. Nothing worth no- 
tice pafs*d till that morning, when my poor 
wife, aftfer paffing a night in the utmoft 
torments of the tooth-ach, refolved to 
have it drawn. I difpatched, tHerefore, a 
fervant into Wapping, to bring, in hafte, 
the beft toothdrawcr he could find. He 
foon found out a female of great eminence 
in the art -, ^but when he brought her to 
the boat, at the water-fide, they were in- 
formed that the fhip was gone -, for, in- 
deed, Ihe had fct out a few minutes 
D 5 after 
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'after his quitting her •, nor did the pilot, 
who well knew the errand on which I had 
fent my fervantj think fit to wait a mo- 
ment for his return, or to give me any no- 
tice of his fetting out, though 1 had, very 
patiently, attended the delays of the cap- 
tain four .days, after many folemn pro- 
mifes of weighing anchor every one of 
the three laft. 

^ But of all the petty bafliaws, or tur- 
. bulent tyrants I ever beheld, this foure- 
faced pilot was the worft tempered ; for, 
during the time that he had the guidance 
of the (hip, which was till we arrived in 
the Downs, he complied with no onc*s 
defires, nor did he give a civil word, or, 
indeed, a civil look to any on boards 

The toothdrawer, who, as I faid before, 
was one of great eminence among her 
neighbours, refufed to follow the (hip § fo 
that my man made himfelf the beft of his 
way, andj with fome difficulty, came up 
with us before we were got under full fail j 
for, after that, as we had both wind and 
tide with us, he would have found it im- 
poffible to overtake the fhip, till flie was 
come CO an anchor at Gravefend. 

The 
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The morning was fair and brt^t, and 
we had a pafTage diicher, I thinks as plea- 
font as can be conceived ; for, take it 
with all its advantages, particialarly the 
numiber of fine fliips you are always fure 
of feeing by t^ way, there is nothti^ to 
cqjaal it in all the rivers of the world. 
The yards of Deptford and of Woolwich 
are noble fights ; and give us a juft idea 
of the gr«it perfedion to which we are ar- 
rived in building thofe floating caftles, and 
the figure which we may always make in 
Europe an>ong the other maritime powers. 
That of Wootwich, at leaft, very ftrongly 
imprinted this idea on my mind 5 for, there 
Wis now on the flocks there the Royal 
Anne, fuppofed to be the largeft fhip ever 
built, and which contains ten carriageguns 
more than had ever yet equipped a firlt 
rate. 

It is true, perhaps, that there is morp 
of oftcntation than of real utility, in fhips 
of this vaft and unwieldy burthen, which 
are rarely capable of ading againft ati 
enemy ; but if the building fuch cfontri- 
butesto prefcrve, among other nations, the 
notion of the Britifti fuperioriiy in naval 
affairs, the expence, though very great, is 
D 6 well 
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well incurred, and the oftentation is lau- 
dable and truly political. Indeed I fhbuld 
' be forry to allow that Holland, France, 
or Spain, pofleflfed a veflel larger and 
more beautiful than the largeft and moft 
beautiful of ours *, for this honour I would 
always admiuifter to the pride of our Tai- 
lors, who fhould challenge it from all their 
' neighbours with truth and fucccfs. And 
fure I am that not our honcft tars alone, 
but every inhabitant of this ifland, may 
exult in the comparilbn, when he confiders 
the king of Great- Britain as a maritime 
prince, in oppofiticn to any other prince in 
Europe ; but I am not fo certain that the 
fame idea of foperiority will refult from 
comparing our land-forces with thofe of 
many other crowned heads. In numbers, 
they all far exceed us, and in the good- 
- nefs and fplendor of their troops, many 
nations, particularly, the Germans and 
French, and perhaps the Dutch, caft us at 
a diftanee ; for, however we may flatter 
ourfeives with the Edwards and Henrys 
of former ages, the change of the whole 
art of war fince thofe days, by which the 
advantage of perfonal ftrength is, in a 
: manner, entirely loft, hath produced a 
change in military affairs to the advantage of 
our enemies. As for our fucccflcs in later 

days. 
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days, if they were not entirely owing to 
the fuperior genius of our general, they 
were not a little due to tlie fuperior forc^ 
of his money. Indeed, if we fhould ar« 
•raign marfhal Saxe of oilentation, when 
he fhewed his army, drawn up, to our 
captive general, the day after the battle of 
LaVal, we cannot fay that the oftentation 
was intirely vain ; (ince he certainly fhewed 
him an army, which had not been often 
equalled, either in the number or good* 
nefs of the troops, and which, in thofe re* 
fpe£ls, fo far exceeded ours, that none can 
ever call any refleftion on the brave young 
prince who could not reap the lawrels of 
conqueft in that day ; but his retreat will 
be always mentioned as an addition to hi$ 
glory. 

In our marine the cale is entirely the 
reverfe, and it muft be our own fault 
if it doth not continue fo ; for, continue 
fo it will, as long as the fiourifhing ftate 
of our trade fhall fupport it, and this fup- 

Sort it can never want, till our legiflature 
lall ceafe to give fufficient attention to the 
proteftion of our trade, and our magi- 
ftrates want fufficient power, ability, and 
honefty to execute the laws: a circum-* 
itance not to be apprehended, as it cannot 

happen. 
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fcappen, till oiir feha^es and onr benches 
fliall be filled with tbe blindeft ignorance, 
or wirli the bkckcfft corruption. 

Besides the Ihips in the decks, we faw 
many -on thewatet : the yatchts afre fights 
cf great parade, and the king*s body 
yatcht, is, I believe, unequalled in any 
trountry, for convenience as well as mag- 
nificence ; both which are confultcd in 
building and eqtiipping her with the moft 
^xqaifitc art and workmanOiip. 

Wje faw likewife feveral Indtamen juft 
returned from their voyage. Thefe are, I 
believe, the largeft and fineft veflcls which 
we any where employed in commercial 
affairs. The colliers, likewife, which are 
very numerous, and even affemble in fleets, 
iire fliips of great bulk 5 and, if we defcend 
to thofe ufed in the American, African, 
and European trades, and pafs through 
thofe which vifit our own coafts, to the 
fmall craft that ly between Chatham 
tnd the Tower, the whole forms a moft 
plcafing objeft to the eye, as well as highly 
warnring to the heart of an Engliftnnan, 
who has any degree of love for his coun-* 
try, or qan recognize any effeftof the pa- 
triot in his conftitution^ 

Lastly, 
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Lastly, the Rt^yal Hofpital o( Green- 
wich, which prdents fo deHghtful a front 
to the water, and doth fuch honour at 
' once to its builder and the nation, to the 
great flcfll and ingenCiity of the one, and 
to the no lefs fenfiblc gratitude of the 
other, very properly clofes the account 
of this icene •, which may well appear ro- 
mantic tp thofe who have not diemfclvts 
feen, that, in this one inftance, truth and 
reality are capable, perhaps, of exceeding 
the power 01 fiftion. 

When we had paft by Greenwich, we 
faw only^two or three gentlemen's houfes, 
all of very moderate accotmt, till we 
reached Gravefend ; thefe arc all on the 
Kentifli ftiorc, which affords a much drier, 
wholfomer and pleafanter fituation than 
doth that of its oppofite, Effex. This , 
circumftanoe, I own, is fomewhat furprif- ' 
ing to me, when I rcfleft on the numerous 
villas that crowd the riv^r, from Chd&a 
upwards as far as Shepperton, where the 
narrower channel affords not half fo noble 
a profpcft, and where the contintral foc- 
ceflion of the fmall craft, like the frequent 
repetition of all things. Which have nothing 
in them great, beautiful, or admirable, tire 

the 
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the eye, and give us diftaftc and ayer- 
fion inftead of pleafure. With fome of 
thefe fituations, fuch as Barnes, Mortlake, 
&c. even the fhore of Eflex, might con- 
tend, not upon very unequal terms ; but, 
^n the Kenti(h borders, there are many 
fpots to be chofen by the builder, which 
might juftly claim the preference over al- 
mod: the very fined of thofe in Middlefex 
and Surry. 

How fhall we account for this depra- 
vity in tafte ? for, furely, there are none fo 
very mean and contemptible, as to bring 
the pleafure of feeing a number jof little 
wherries, gliding along after one another^ 
in competition with what we enjoy, in 
viewing a fucceffion of (hips, with all their 
fails expanded to the winds, bounding over 
the waves before us. 

And here I cannot pafs by another ob- 
fcrvation on the deplorable want of tafte in 
our enjoyments, which we fhew by almoft 
totally neglefting the purfuit of what feems 
tome the higheft degree of amufement: this 
is, the failing ourfelves in littleveffelsofour 
own, contrived only for our eafe and ac- 
commodation, to which fuch fituations of 

our 
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our villas, as I have recommended, would 
be fo convenient and even peceflary. 

This amufement, I confefs, if enjoyed in 
any perfeftion, would be of the expcnfive 
kind •, but fuch expence would not exceed 
the reach of a moderate fortune, and would 
fall very fhort of the prices which are 
daily paid for pleafures of a far inferioi' 
rate. The truth, I believe, is, that fail- 
ing in the manner I have juft mention- 
ed, is a pleafure rather unknown, or un- 
t bought of, than rejcfted by thofe who 
have experienced it ; unlefs, perhaps, the 
apprehenfion of danger, or fea ficknefsy 
piay be fuppofed, by the timorous and 
delicate, to make too large dedudtlons ; 
inlifting, that all their enjoyments fhall 
come to them pure and unmixed, and be«» 
ing ever ready to cry out, 

- ■ Nocet empta dolor e voluptas^ 

This', however, was my prefent cafe j 
for the eafe and lightnefs which I feic from 
py tapping, the gaiety, of the, morning, 
the pleafant failing with wird and tide, 
and the many agreeable objefts with 
which I was conftantly entertained during 
the whole way, were all fuppreffed and 
overcome by the fingle confideration of 

my 
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my wife's paix), which continued incef- 
fantly to torment her till we came to an 
anchor,' when I difpatched a meflenger in 
great haftei for the beft reputtd operator 
in Gravefend, A fuigeon of fome emi- 
nence now- appeared, who did not decline 
tooth-drawing, the' he certainly would 
have been offended with the appellation 
of tooth drawer, no lefs than his brethren, 
the members x)f that venerable body, 
would be with that ' of barber, fince the 
late feparation between thofe long united 
companies, by .which, if the iurgeons 
have gained much, the barbers are fup* 
pofed to have loft very little. 

This able and careful perfon (for fo I 
iincerely believe he is) after examining the 
guilty tooth,declared,that it was iuch sC rot* 
ten (hell, and fo placed at the very remoteft 
end of the upper jaw, where it was, in a 
manner, covered and fecured by a targe, 
fine, firm tooth, that he desired of his 
power of drawing it. 

He faid, indeed, «nore to my wife, and 
ufed more rhetoric to diiTuade her from 
having it drawn, than is generally em- 
picked to perfuade young ladies, to prefer 
a pain of tfaxiee momenu to <Nie ^f three 

months 



d by Google 



T O LI S B O^N. 67 

months continuance ; eipecially, if thofc 
young ladies happen t» be pall forty or 
fifty years of age, when, by fubmitting to 
fupport a racking torment, the only good 
circumibince attendif^ which is, 'tis fo 
ihort, that fcarce one dn a tboufandxan 
cry out, I feel it, they are to do^ violence 
to their charms, and lofe one of thofe 
beautiful holders, with which alone Sir 
Courtly Nice declares, a lady can ever lay 
hold of his heart. 

He faid at laft (o much, and feemed to 
reafon fo juftly, that 1 came over to his 
fide, and afllfted him in prevailing on my 
wife (for it was no eafy matter) «o rcfolve 
on keeping her tooth a little longer, and 
to apply to palliatives only for relief. 
Thefe were opium applied to the tooth, 
and blifters behind the ears. 

Whilst we were at dinner this day, 
in the cabin, on a fuddcn the window on 
t)ne fide was beat into the room, with a 
crafli, as if a twenty-pounder had been 
difcharged among us. We wcfre all alarmed 
at the fuddennefs of the accident, for 
4vhich, however, we wer-e foon able to 
account : for th« fafli, which was ihivcred 
all to pieces, was purfued into ebe midc^ 

of 
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of the cabin by the boltfprit of a'litric 
Ihip,. called a cod-fmack, the matter of 
which made us amends for running (care- 
Icfly at beft) againll us, and injuring the 
Ihip, in the fea-way ; that is to fay, by 
damning us all to hell, and uttering fe- 
veral pious wifhes that it had done us 
much more mifchief. All which were 
anfwercd in their own kind and phrafc 
by our men ; between whom, and the 
other crew, a dialogue of oaths and fcur- 
rility was carried on, as long as they con- 
tiiiued in each other's hearing. 

It ' is difficult, I think, to alTign a fa- 
tisfadlory reafon why failors in general 
Jhould, of all others, think themfelves en- 
tirely dlfcharg^ from the common bands 
of humanity^ and (hould feem to glory in 
the language .and behaviour of favages i 
They fee more of the world, and haye, 
mofl of them, a more erudite education, 
than is the portion of land-men of theit* 
degree. Nor do I believe that in any coun- 
try they vifit (Holland itfelf not excepted) 
they can ever find a parallel to what 
daily pafles on the river Thames. Is it 
that, they think true courage (for they are 
the braveft fellows upon earth) inconfiftent 
with all the gentlenefs of a humane carnage, 

aad 
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and that the contempt of civil order fprings 
up in minds but little cultivated at the 
fame tinie, and from the fame principles, 
with the contempt of danger and death ? 
Is it— — ? In fliort, it is fo ; and how it 
comes to be fo, I leave to form a queftioa 
in the Robin Hood fociety, or to be pro- 
pounded for folution among the aenigmas 
in the Woman's Almanack for the next 
year. 

Monday^ July i. This day Mr. Welch 
took his leave of me after dinner, as did 
a young lady of her filler, who was pro- 
ceeding with my wife to Lifbon. They 
both fct out together in a poft-chaife for . 
London. 

Soon after their departure, our cabia 
where my wife and I were fitting to- 
gether, was vifited by two ruffians, 
whofe appearance greatly correfponded 
with that of the flieriflf s, . or rather the 
knight marflial's bailiffs. .One of thefe, 
efpecially, who feemed to affeft a more 
than ordinary degree of. rudenefs and in- 
folence, came, in without any kind of ce- 
remony, with a broad gold lace on his 
hat, which was cocked with much military 
_6erccncls on his head. An inkhorn at his 

button- 
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button-hole, and fome papers in his hand, 
fufficieiicly affured me what he was, and I 
aflced him if he and his companion were 
not cuftom-houfe officers; he anfwered 
with fufficient dignity, that they were, 
as an information which he fcemed to con- 
dude would ftpike the hearer with awe, 
and fupprefs all further enquiry ; but, jon 
the contrary I proceeded to aik of what 
rank he was in the Cuftom-houfe, and. 
receiving an anfwer from his companion, 
as I remember, that the gentleman was a 
riding furveyor; I replied that he might be a 
riding furv^or, but could be no gentleman, 
for that none who had any title co that de- 
nomination, wK)U'ld break into the prefence 
of a lady, without any apology, or even 
moving his hat. He then took his co- 
rering from his head, and laid it on the 
table, faying, be afked pardon, and 
blamed the mate, who (hould, he faid, 
have informed him if any perfbns of di- 
ftinftion were below. I told him, he might ' 
guefs by our appearance (which, perhaps, 
was rather more than could be faid with 
the ftrifteft adherence to truth) that he was 
before a gentleman and lady, which (hould 
teach him to be very civil in his behaviour, 
tho' we fliould not happen to be of that 
number whom the world calls people of 

fafliion 
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Faftiion and diftinftion. However, I faid, 
that as he feemed fenfible of his error, and 
had aikcd pardon, the lady would permit 
him to put his hat on again, if he chofe it. 
This he refufed with fome degree of fur- 
linefs, and failed not to convince mc that, 
if I fhould condefcend to become more 
gentle, he would foon grow more rude. 

I NOW renewed a refleftioft, which I 
have often feen occafion to make, that there 
is nothing fo incongruous in nature as any 
kind of power, with lownefs of mind ana 
of ability, and that there is nothing more 
deplorable than the want of truth in the 
whimfical notion of Plato ; who tells us 
that * Saturn, well knowing the ftate of 
' human affairs, gave us kings and rulers, 
' not of human, but divine original : for 

* as we make not Ihephcrds of meep, nor 

* oxherds of oxen, nor goatherds of goats ; 

* but place fome of our own kind over all, 

* as being better and fitter to govern 

* them : in the fame manner, were demons 

* by the Divine Love, fet over us, as a 

* race of beings of a fuperior order to men, 

* and who, with great eafc to themfel ves, 

* might regulate our affairs, ^nd eftablifh 

* peace, modcfly, freedom- and juftice. 

* And totally deftroying all fcdition, might 

« corn- 
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^ complete the happinefs of the human 

* race. So far, at leaft, may even now 
^ be faid with truth, that in all dates 
« which are under the government of mere 
f man, without any divine afliftance, 
' there is nothing but labour and mifery 

* to be found. From what I have faid 
« therefore, we, may at leaft learn, with 
« our utmoft endeavours, to imitate the 
« Saturnian inftitution j borrowing all 

* affiftance from our immortal part, while 

* we pay to this the ftrifteft obedience, 

* we fliould form both our private cecono- 
^ my, and public policy, from its die- 

* tates. By this difpenfation of our im- 

* mortal minds, we are to eftablifh a law, 

* and to call it by that name. But if any 

* government be in the hands of a fingle 
' perfon, of the few, or of the many -, 

* and fuch governor or governors fhall 
' abandon himfclf or themfelves to the 

* unbridled p^rfuit of the wildcft plca^ 

* fures or delires, unable to reftrain any 

* paflion, but poflefled with an infatiable 

* bad difeafe ; if fuch (haU attempt to go- 

* vern ; and at the fame time to trample 
' on all laws, there can be no means of 
^ prefervation left for the wretched people,' 
Plaio de Leg. //^ 4. /. 713. f. 714, ^du. 
Serrani. 

2 It 
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vIt is |rue that Plato is here treating of 
the bigheft or fovcreign power in a ftate ^ 
but it is as true, that his obfervations are 
general, and may be applied to all inferior 
powers : and, indeed, every fubordinate 
degree is immediately derived from the 
h gheft ; and as it is equally proteded by 
the fame force, and fan£tified by the fame 
authority, is^ alike dangerous to the well* 
. being of the fubjcd. 

Of all powers, perhaps, there is none 
.fo fandified and proteded, as this which 
is under our prefent confideration. So 
numerous, indeed, and ilrong are the 
fandions given to it by many aSts of par* 
liament, that having once eftablifhed the 
laws of cuftoms on merchandize, it feems 
to have been the fole view of the legifla- 
ture to llrengthen the hands, and to pro- 
te& the perfons of the officers, who be- 
came eftabli(hed by thofe laws ; many of 
whom are fo far from bearing any retem^ 
blance to th^ Saturnian inftitution, and to 
be chofen from a degree of beings fuperior 
to the reft of human race, that they fome- 
times feem induftrioufly picked out of 
the loweft and vileft orders of mankind. 

Th£R£ is, indeed, nothing fo ufeful to 
. E man 
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man iti general^ nor fo beneficial to par- 
xicular fociecies and individuals, a$ trade. 
This is that alma mater^ at whofe plen* 
tifui breaft all mankind are nouriflied. It 
is true, like other parents, Ihe is not al- 
ways equally indulgent to all her children ; 
but tko' ihe gives to her favourites a vaft 
proportion of redundancy and fuperfluity, 
^ere are very few whom fhe refufes to 
fupply with the conveniencies, and none 
with the neceffaries of life. 

Such* a benefadtrefs as this muft natu- 
rally be beloved by mankind in general ; 
it would be wonderful, therefore, if her 
xntereil was not confidered by them, and 
pcoteAed from the fraud and violence of 
feme of her rebellious offspring, who co- 
veting more than their Ihare, or more than 
fhe thinks proper to allow them, are daily 
employed in meditating mifchief againft 
her, and in endeavouring to fteal from 
their brethren thofe fliares which this great 
4dma mater had allowed them. 

At length our Governor came on board, 
and about fix in the evening we weighed 
anchor, and ftU down to the Nore, whi- 
ther our paflfage was extremely pleafant, 
the evening being very delightful, the moon 

juft 
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joft paft the fuIU and both wind and tkk 
favourable to us. 

fuefddy^ jf^fy z. This mocning ye 
^gain fet &il under all the advanuges we 
had enjoy'd this orening before : t^s daf 
we left the ihore of £i&ar, and coailea 
along Kent, paffing by the pleaiknt iflaodr 
of Thanet, which is an ifland, and thae 
c^ Sheppy, which is not an ifland, and 
about three o'clock, the wind being noMT 
full in our teeth, we came to an anchor in 
the Downs, widiin two miles of DeaL 
My wife, having fuflfered intolerable pain 
from h^ toothy again renewed. her imiu* 
tion of having it drawn* and another fiuw 
geon was fent for from Qeal^ but wteh na 
better fiiccefs than the former. He like* 
wife declined the operation^ for the fame 
reafon wMch had been afl%aed by the 
former : howei^ert fuch was her refolution^ 
backed with pain^ that he was obliged ta 
makeJiid ^canpt, which concluded more 
in honour of his judgment, than dF hia 
operation; for after having piit my poor 
wife to kiexpreflible torment, he was ob- 
liged to leave ker tooth in fiatu qu& ; and 
flie had now the comfortable profpedt of a 
long fit of pain> which miglu hav« lailed. 
£ 2< . ker 
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ber whole voyage, without any poffibilUy 
of relief. 

In thefc pleafing fenf^rtionsi of which I 
had my juft (hare, nature, overcome with 
fatigue, about eight in the evening re- 
fign'd her to reft ; a circumftance whicf^ 
would : have given me fome happinefs^ 
could I have known how to employ thofe 
(pints which were raifed by it : but unfor- 
tunately for me, i wafis left in a difpofition 
of enjoying an agreeable hour, without 
the afiiftance of a companion, which'' has 
always appeared lo me neceflary to fuch en- 
joyment; my .'daughter and her compa- 
nion were" bath retired fea-fick to bedj 
the t)thcr piflHnga-s - were a rude fchoolr 
boy of fourteen years old, and an illiterate 
' Portugutfe friar, who underftood no lan- 
guage h\k his own, in which I had not 
theieaft fmattcring. The c^tain was the oA- 
ly p^rfon left, in whofe converfationl might 
indulge myfelf.; but unluckily,' befides a 
total ignorance of every thiiig in the world 
but a (hip, he had the misfortune of being 
ib deaf, that to make him hear, I will not^ 
fay under it and, my words; I muft run the 
rifque of conveying them to the ears bf hty 
wife, who, tho* in another room (called, I . 

think, 
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think, the ftate-room ; being in<3ecd a 
moft ftately apartment capable of con- 
taining one human body-in length, if not 
very tall, and three bodies in breadth) 
lay afleep within a yard of me. In this fi- 
tuation;neccffity and choice were one and 
the fame things the captain and I fat 
down' together to a fmall bowl of punch,, 
over which we both foon fell faft afleep^ 
and fo concluded the evening. 

' IVednef day y July 3, This morning I 
awaked at four o'clock, for my diftemper 
ie}dom fuffered me to fleep later. I pre- 
fently got up, and had the pleafurc of en* 
joying the fight of a tempeftuous fea for 
four hours before the captain was ilirring $ 
for he loved to indulge hinrifelf in morning 
flumbers, which were attended with a wind 
mufick, much more agreeable to the per- 
formers than to the hearers, efpecially 
fuch as have, as I had, the privilege of 
fitting in the orcheftra. At eight o'clock 
the captain rofe,' and fent his boat on 
iliore. r ordered my. man likewife to go 
in it, as my diftemper was not of that 
kind which entirely deprives us of ap- 
petite* Now tho* the captain had well 
vidlualled his fhip with all manner of fait 
provlfions for the voyage, and had adde4 
E 3 great 
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great qUafttitics of frcfli ftorcs, partitu** 
hrly of vegetables at Gravcfcnd, iuch as 
be^ns and peas, which had been on board 
only two days, and had, poffibly, not 
been gathered above two tabre, I appre- 
hended I could provide better for rnyfelf 
«DeaI, than the (hipV ordinaiy feemed 
to promlfc. I accordingly fent for frdh pro- 
vitions of all kinds from thefliore, in order 
to put off the evil day of ftarving as long 
as poffible. My man returned with moft 
bf the articles ifent for, and I how thought 
irtyfelf in a condition of Irving a week oh 
myownprovifions. I therefore ordertd iiijf / 
own dinner, which I wanfed nothihg jbu^ 
a cobk to drefs, and a proper fire to •dreft 
it at ; but thofe were not to be had,;'ftor 
indeed any addition to my roaft tnottiJtt^ 
except the pkafure of the aptaiii's tdm^ 
pafiy, with that <tf the other pafleng^rs ; 
For my Wife continued the' vrhole diy in a 
ftate of dozing, and my other females, 
whofe ficknefs did not abate by the rolling 
of the (hip at anchor, feemed mott in- 
clined to empty their ftomachs than to fiU 
them. Thus I pafs'd thie whole day fex* 
cept about an hou^ at dinner) by myfelf, 
and. the evening cdnduded with the cap- 
tain as the preceding one had done ; one 
cbmfortaible piece of news he communicated 

to 
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to me, which was, that he had no douhi; 
of a profpcrous wind in the morning ; but 
as he did not divulge the reafons of this 
confidence, and as I faw none myfcif be- 
fides the wind being dir^dly oppofite, my 
faith in this prophecy was not ftrong 
enough to build any great hopes ^pon. 

Tburfday^ July 4. This morning, how* 
ever, the captain^ feem*d refolved to fulfil 
his own predictions, whether the wind 
would or no j he accordingly weighed an- 
chor, and taking the advantage of the 
tide, when the wind was not very boifte- 
^ous, he hoifted his fails, and, as if his 
power had been no kfs abfolute over Eolus 
than it was over Neptune, he forced the 
\i\ad to blow. hii!n on in its own delpight,: 

But as all men who have ever been at 
fea well know how weak fuch attempts 
are, and want no authorities of Scripture 
to prove, that the moil abfolute power of 
a captain of a fhip i& very contemptible 
in the wind's eye, fo ^id it befal our nof 
ble commander; who having ftrugglfed 
with the wind three or four hours, wal 
obliged to give ovef, and loft, in a fetr 
minutes, all that he had been fo long 
a gainings in ihort, we returned to 
E 4 our 
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©ur former ftationi and once more caff 
anchor in the neighbourhood of Deal. 

Here, though we lay near the fliore, 
that we might promife ourfelves all the 
emolument which could be derived from 
it, we found ourfelves deceived ; and that 
we might with as much conveniency be 
out of the fight of land ; for, except when 
the captain launch'd forth his own boat, 
which he did always with great reluftance, 
we were incapable of procuring any thing 
from Deal, but at a price too exorbitant, 
and beyond the reach even of modern 
luxury; the fare of a boat from Deal, 
which lay at two miles diftance, being at 
lead three half crowns, and if we had 
been in any diftrefs for it, as many half 
guineas ; for thefe good people confider 
the fea as a large common, appendant to 
their mannor, in which, when they find 
any of their fellow creatures impounded, 
they conclude, that they have a full right 
of making them pay at their own difcre* 
don for their deliverance-: to fay the truth, 
whether it be that mefi, who live on the 
fea-fhore, are of an amphibious kind, and 
do not entirely partake of human nature, 
or whatever elfe may be the reafon, they 
arc fo far from taking any fhare in the 

diftrefles 
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diftrefles of mankind, or of being moved 
with any compaffioii for them, that they 
look upon them as bleflingsfhower'd down 
from above ; and which the more they 
improve to their own ufe, the greater is 
their gratitude and piety. Thus at Gravef- 
end, a fculler requires a fhilHng for going 
Jefs way than he would row in London 
for threepence; and, at Deal, a boat 
often brings more profit in a day, than 
it can produce in London in a week, or, 
perhaps, iti a month •, in both' places, the 
owner of the boat founds his demand on 
the neceffity and diftrefs of one, who ftands 
more or lefs in abfolute want of his aflift-^ 
ance ; and with the urgency of thefe, al- 
ways rifesin the exorbitancy of his demand, 
without ever corffidering, that, from thefe 
very circumftances, the power or cafe of 
gratifying fuch demand is ip like propor- 
tion Jeflened, Now, as I am unwilling 
that fome conclufions, which may be, I am 
aware, too juftly drawn from thefe obfer- 
vations, (hould be'imputed to human nature 
in general, I have endeavoured to account 
for them in a way more confiftent with 
the goodnefs and dignity of that nature :. 
however it be, it fecms a little to rcfleft on 
the governors of fuch monfters, that they 
do not take fome means ib reftrain 
E 5 thefe 
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umphiag any longer in the miferies of thoie, 
who are» in many circumibnces at ieaftj; 
their fellow-creattires, and confidering 
the diftreBes of a wretched feaman, from 
his being wrecked to his being barely 
wifid-boand) as a biefling feat among them 
from above, and calling it by that blaf* 
phemous name. . 

. Friibyf July 5. This day I ient a fer^ 
yant on board a man of war» that was 
ftationed here, with my compliments to 
the captain, to reprefent tp him the diftrefs 
of the ladies, and to defire the favour o( 
his long-boat to condudt us to Dover, at 
about feven miles diftancei and, at the 
iame tkne,. prefumed ta m^e ufe of a 
great lady's name, the wife oi the firft 
lord conKQiflioner of the admiral^ ^ who 
would, I told him, be pdeafed wwi any 
kindhefs ihewn by him towards us in our 
miferabje cpndition^. And this I aim con« 
yinced was true, from the humanity of 
the lady, though ihe was entirely unknown 
tome* 

Tut captain returned a verbal anfwer 
to a long letter ; aCjquainting me, that: 
what I defired could not be ounplied wi(^» 

it 
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It being a favout* nbt in his power to grant. 
This Blight be^ aiu3 1 fuppoft was .true ; 
but it is ajs true^ that if he was able tb 
write^ and had pen, ink and paper aboard, 
he might have feiK a written anfwer, and 
that k was the part of a gentleman fo to 
have docle ; .but this is . a chara<5ler fel- 
dom in^iita{ned on the watery element, 
efpecially by.thofe whoc*ercife any power 
on it. Evbry commander of a veflel here 
feems to think htmfelf entirely free from all 
thofe rules erf* decency and civility, which 
dire£t and reftr*ain the condud:of the ^em^- 
bers of a fociety on fliore ; and each, 
cJatming abfolute dominion in his. little 
wooden world, rules by his own laws 
and* his own difcretion. I do not, indeed, 
know fo pregnant an inftance of the dan* 
gerous confequences of abfolute power, 
and it*8 apcnefa to intoxicate the mind^ 
•s that'of thofe petty tyrants, who become 
fuch'in a moment, from very well-difpo- 
fed and focial nr>cmbers of that commu* 
nion, in which they afifed no fuperiority, 
but live in an orderlyv ftate of legal fub* 
jeAi<»i with their fellow-citizens. • 

• Saturday Jnly 6. Th is morning our com- 
mander, declaring he was fure the wind 
would change, took the advantage of an 
E 6 ebbing 
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ebbing tide, and weighed his anchor. His 
afiurance, however, had the fame comple- 
tion, and his endeavours the fame fiicceft^ 
with his former trial; and he was fooii 
obJiged to return once more to his old 
quarters. Juft before we let go our anchor^ 
a fmall floop, rather than fubmit to yield 
us an inch of way, ran foul of our Ihip, 
and carried off her bowfprit. This obftr- 
nate frolic would have coft thofe aboard 
the (loop very dear, if our fteerfman had 
not been too generous to exert his fuperior- 
ity, the certain confequence of which would 
have been the immediate finking of the 
other. This contention, of the inferior, 
with a might capable of crufhing it in 
an Jnftant, may feem to argue nt> fmall 
(hare of folly or madnefs, as well as of 
impudence*, but I am convinced there 
is very little danger in it : contempt is a 
port to which the pride of man fubmits to 
fly with reluAance, *but thofe, who are 
within it are always in a place of the 
moft affured fecurity ; for whofoever 
throws aw^y his fword, prefers, indeed, a 
lefs honourable, but much fa&r means of ^ 
avoiding danger, than he who defends 
himfelf with it. Atid here we fhall offer 
another diftindlion, of the truth of whith 
much reading and experience have well 

con- 
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convinced us, that as in the moft abfolute ' 
governments, there is a regular progreflion 
of flavery downwards, from the top to 
the bottom, th^ mifchief of which is fel- 
dom felt with any great force and bitter- 
nefs, but by the next immediate degree ; 
fo in the moft difiblute and anarchical 
ftates, there is as regular anafcentofwhat 
is called rank or condition, which is ak* 
ways laying hold of the head of him, who 
is advanced but one ftep higher on the 
ladder, who might, if he did not too much 
defpife fuch efforts, kick his purfuer head- 
long to the bottom. We will conclude 
this digreiEon with one general and (hort 
obfervation, which will, perhaps, fct the 
whole matter in a clearer light than the 
longeft and moft laboured harangue. 
Whereas envy of all things moft expofea 
us to danger from others ; fo, contempt 
of all things beft fccures us from them. 
And thus, while the dungcart and the 
floop are always meditating mifchiefagainft 
the coach and the fhip, and throwing them* 
fclves defignedly in their way,, the latter 
confider only their own fccurity, and are^ 
iiot afhamed to break the road, and let 
the other pafs by them. 



d by Google 



8« A V O Y A G & 

Mmday^ Jufy 8. Ha vino paft out Sun- 
day without any thing remarkable, unkfs 
,the catching 9^ great number of whitings 
in the afternoon may be thought fo ; wc 
now fee fail on Monday at fi^t o'clock, with 
a littlq variation of wind^ but this was 
fo very lijtlfe, and the breeze itfelf fo fmall, 
that the tide was our beft, and indeed 
.almoft out only friend. This conducted 
us along the (bott remainder of the Kentifh 
ihore. Here we paft that clifF of Dover^ 
which makes fo tremendous a figure in 
Shakefpear, and which, whoever reads 
without being giddy, mud, according to 
Mr. Addiibn's pbiervation, have either a 
very good head, or a very bad one ; but, 
which, whoever contra&s any fuch ideas 
from the fight of, muft have, at leaft, a 
poetic, if not a Shakefpearian genius. In 
truthi mountains, rivers, heroes and gods 
owe great part of their exiftence to the 
poets ; and Greece and luly do fo plentt«> 
fully abound in the tormer, becaufe they 
furniihed fo glorious a number of the lat-^ 
tcr^ who, while they bellowed immor- 
tality on every little hillock and biind 
ftream, left the noblcft rivers and mount* 
tains in the world Co ihare the &me ob« 
fcurity with the eaftera and weftern pocts» 
in which they are celebrated. 

This 
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Th is eyenirtg We 1>eat the fek ofF Suffex, 
in Gghc'^'of Dungenefs, with much more 
pleasure than progrefs ; 'for rhe weathei^ 
was almoft a perfeft talm, and the moon, 
which was almoft at the full, fcarce fuf- 
fered a fingle cloud to Veil her from our 
fight. *• * 

Tuefday^Wednefday^July ^^ 10. These 
iwo days we had much the fame fine wea- 
ther, and made much the fame way ; but, 
in the evening of the latter day, a pretty 
frefli gale fprung up, at N. N. W. which 
brought us by the morning in fight of the 
Ifle of Wight. 

Thurfday^ Jufy 11. '!t'His gale Continued 
till towards noon; when thc.'caft end of' 
the idand bore but. little a-head of us. 
The captain fwaggered, and declared he 
would keep the fca ; but the wind got the 
4)ctter of him, fo that about three hegave 
up the victory, and, making a fudden 
tack, ftood in for the (hore, paflTcd by 
Spithead and Portfmouth, and came to 
an anchor at a place called Ryde on the 
ifland. 



d by Google 



88 A VO Y A G E 

A MOST tragical incident fell out this 
day at fea. While the ftiip was under 
fail, but making, as will appear, no great 
way, a kitten, one ot four of the fejine inha- 
bitants of the cabin, fell from the window 
into the water : an alarm was immediately 
given to the captain, wlio was then upon 
deck, and received it with the utmoft 
concern and many bitter oaths. He 
-immediately gave orders to the fteerfman 
in favour of* the poor thing, as he calleci 
it ; the fails were inftantly flackened, and 
all hands, as the phrafe is, employed to 
recover the poor animal. I was, I own, 
extremely furprifed at all this ; lefs, in^ 
deed, at the captain's extreme tender- 
nefs, than at his conceiving any poflibility 
of fuccefs; for, if pufs had had nine 
thoufan^, inftead of nine lives, L con- 
cluded they had been all loft. The boat- 
fwain, however, had more fanguine hopes 5 
for, having ftript hifhfelf of his jacket, 
breeches, and (hirt, he leapt boldly into the 
water, and, to my great aftonilhment, in 
a few minutes, returned to the (hip, bear- 
ing the motionkfs animal in his mouth. 
Nor was this, I obferved, a matter of fuch 
great difficulty as it appeared to my ig- 
jiorance> and pofllbly may feem to tliat of 

my 
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my frefh-water reader : the kitten was now 
expofed to air and fun on the deck, where 
its. life, of which it retained no fymp- 
tomSy was defpaired of by all. 

The captain's humanity, if I may fa 
caH it, did not fo totally deftroy his philo- 
foptiy, as to make him yield himfelf up 
to afflidion on this melancholy occafion. 
Having felt his lofs lik^ a man, he refolv- 
ed to fhew he could bear it like one; and^ 
having declared, he had rather have loft 
a calk of rum or brandy, betook hin^felf 
to threihing at backgammon with the Por- 
tuguefe friar, in -which innocent amufe- 
ment they had pafled about t^o thirds of 
their time. 

But, as I have, perhaps, a little tea 
wantonly endeavoured to raifc the tender 

faflions of my readers, in this narrative^ 
fhould think myfelf unpardonable if I 
concluded it, without giving t,hem the fa* 
tisfadtion of hearing that the kitten at laft 
recovered, to the great joy of the good 
^ captain *, but to the great difappoint- 
ment of fome of the failors, who afferc- 
cd that the drowning a cat was the. very 
fureft way of raifing a favourable wind : 
a fuppofition of which, though we have 

heard 
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heard feveral, plaufibJe accounts, vrc ^ill 
not prefume to'affign the true original rea- 
fon. 

Friday^ July 12. This day our ladies 
went a-'ftiore at Ryde^ and drank their af- 
ternoon tea at an alehoufe there with great 
fatisfaition : he^e they were regaled with 
frelh cream, to which they had been ftran- 
gcrs fince they left the Downs. 

Saturdi^^ July 13. The wind fceming 
likely to continuf in the fame corner* 
where it had been almoO; conftantly for 
two months together, I was perfuaded 
by my wife to go allhare, and ftay at Ryd«, 
till we failed. I approved thp, motion 
much ; for, though I am a great lover of 
di^ ftsb^ I now fancie4 thfrt was more 
plieafure idtbtreathirig the frpih air of the- 
I^nd ; but, how. to get thither was the- 
i^ueftion.; . for, being really fliat dead lug- 
g ige, which I confidered all pafiengers to 
be in the beginning, of this narrative, and 
irxipablc of any bodily motion without 
external impulfe, it was ia vain tp leave 
the Ihip, or to determine to do it, with- 
out the affiftance jof others, In^ dne in- 
llance, perhaps, the living luggage is more 
difficult to. be moved, or removed, than 
'. . .' an 
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an eqoal or much fupcrioi' weight of dead 
matter ; which, if of the brittle kind, may, 
indeed be liable to be broken through 
negligence ; but this, by proper care, 
may be almotl certainly prevented •, wnere- 
as, the frafturcs to- which the living lump* 
are expofed, are fometimes (by no caution 
ai^oidable, and often by nx> art to be 
amended. 

I WAS deliberating oh the means of 
conveyance, not fo much out of the fliip 
t^:th^ b64t^ a« out of a Iktle tottering 
boat to the 4Md. ^ A HiafBRsr < wbich, as I 
had already experienced in the Thames^ 
PTH^ iittt tKcr^weJy *eafy^ •^l^A' to be 
|jerformed by < any (Sither limbs xbah 
your- crwn. VWhilft J ^^wei^d all that 
tK^ld fidggeftitldlftdd thi^heiad^ withouc 
«ria4y *xamii»flig theaneritttf the fwcral 
fcbeme$ whidh werei ad*rafnted By the 
taptaia and fallow, '«»d, imleedy giving 
«b very deep artention even to my wife, 
mho, as wdl as her friend and my daugh* 
«er, werfeeiierring thfeir tender coitcemifor 
my *afe and Safety ; fortune, foir I am 
convinced ihe bad a hand in^, ftnt me a 
prefent of a buck 5 a ptdefit, Welcome 
enough cif itfelf, but ittore welcome oa 
account of tb* wfel-iA.which it came^ 

being 
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being a large boy, which in fomc placci 
^wouldpafs tor a fljip^ anc^ many people 
would go fomc miles to fee the fight. I 
was j)retty eafily conveyed on board this 
hoy, but to get from hencfe to the Iborc 
was not fo eafy a taik v for, howev<rr ft range 
it may appear, the watier kfclf did no6 
extend fo. far ; an inftance which feems to 
explain thofe lines of Ovid, 

Omnia fontus erant^ deerant quoque litiora 

PcnSOf 

in a lefs taqcologipal fenfe> than hath ge^ 
nerally been imputed to then). 

• In faft, between the lea arid the f^ore^ 
there was, at low water, ain impaflable 
gulf, if I may fo ^alt it, of deep thud, 
which could neither be traveffed by ws^k- 
xng nor fwimming; ,fo that for near orie 
half of the twenty-four hours, Ryde was 
inaccefiable .by friend ^or foe. But as the 
snagiftrates or this place feemed more to 
defire the company of the former, than 
to fear that of the latter, they had beg.un 
to niake.afmail caufeway to the low wa- 
ter mark, ifo chat foot pafleng^rs might 
land whenever they pleafed; but as this 
work was of a publick kind, and would 
have coft a large fqni: of iE^^npy, at leaft 

ten 
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ten pounds, and the magiftrates, that is to 
lay, the church- wardens, the overfccrs, con- 
ftahle and tichingman, and the principal 
iohabitants, had every one of them fome 
feparate fcbeme of private intereft to ad- 
vance at the expcnce of the pubhck, they 
felt out among themleives ; and after hav« 
ing throwa away one half of the requifite 
fiun« reiblred at leaft to fave the other 
half, and rather be contented to lit down 
lofers themselves, * than to enjoy any bene- 
fit which might bring in • a greatfer profit 
to another. Thus that unanimity which 
is fo neceflary in all publjick affairs, be^* 
came wanting, and every man, from the 
fear of being a babble to another, was, ik 
reality, a bubble to himielf* 

However, as there is fcarce any diffi- 
culty, to which the ftrength of men, af- 
filted with the cunning of art, is not equal, 
I was at lad horded into a finali boat, and' 
being rowed pretty near the (here, was 
tikeh up by two failors, who waded with 
me through the mud, ?nd placed me irr** 
a chiair on the land, whence they after- 
waMs conveyed me a quarter of a mile 
farther^ and brought n^e to a houfe, which 
feemed to bid the fan-eft for hofpitality of 
aay in ^yde. ... 

Wb 
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.We broagjit with us our provifions' 
from thc' Ihlp/fo that.^c wanted nothing 
but a fire to drefs our. dinner,, and a loom^ 
in which wc might eat k. In neither of 
tbefe liad we aiiqr nea&n ta apprehend. a 
<yfappftintnient, our dinner conlifting only 
of beans and bacion^ and the worft apart^ 
nmtit in his Majefty's dominions^ etdi^r atr 
home or abrc^d, being fully fufiictcnt to' 
anfwer our prefent ideas of delicacy. ? 

UNLircKiLY, however, we ,wcrc dif- 
appolnted in b6lh } for when we arrived 
about four at our inn, exuksng in the hop« 
of immediately •feeing our beans fchoking: 
on the table, we had the mordfication.of 
feeing them on the table indeed, but 
without that circumftahce which would 
have made the fight agreeable, being in 
the fame ftatie in which we had difpatched 
them from our ihip. 

Ik excufi: for this delay^ tho* wt had 
eneeded;, almoit purpofely, the time ap* 
pointed, ^d our provilion had arrived 
three tours before^ ^the miftrefs of tbe 
houfe acquainted ua, that it was not for 
want df time to drefs them thtt they were 
not ready, but for fear of their beii^ootd 

or 
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^or over-done before we fhould come; 
which fhe afTured us was much worfe than 
waitrng a few minutes for our dinner. 
An obfervation fo very juft, that jf is 
impofUble to find ahy obje6Hon in ic ; but 
indeed k was not altogether fo proper ac 
this time: f(»- we had given the moft ab« 
folu^ orders to have them ready at four, 
and had been ourlelves^ not without much 
care and difficulty, moft exadly punctual 
in keeping to the very minute of our ap- 
pointment. But.tradefmen, inn*keepers, 
and fervants never care to indulge us in 
matters contrary to our true intereft, 
which th y always know better than our- 
felves, nor can any bribes corrupt them 
to go out of their way, whilft they arc 
confuhing our good in our own defpight. 

Our difappointment in the other parti« 
cular, in defiance of our. humility, as it 
was more extraordinary, was more pro* 
voking. In (hort, Nfrs. Francis (for that 
was the name of the good woman of the 
houfe) no fooner received the news of our 
intended arrival, than fhe confidered more 
the gentjtity, than the humanity of her 
giiefts,: and applied herfelf not t^ that 
which kindles, but to that wliicb extin^ 

guilhes 
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guifhes fire, and forgetting to put on her 
pot, fell to wafhing her houje. 

As the meflcnger who had brought «ny 
venifon was impatient" to be difpatched, I 
ordered ic to be brought and laid on the 
table, in the coom where I was feated^ 
^nd the table npt beiiig large enough, one 
fide, and that :a very bloody one, was laid 
•on the brick floor* I then ordered Mrs. 
Francis to -be called in, in order to give 
her inftru^lions concerning it ; in parti- 
icular, what I would have roafted, and 
what baked.; concluding that fhe would 
rbe highly pleafed with the profpeft of fo 
*much money being fi:ent in her houfe, as 
ihc might have now reafon to expeft, if the 
wiad continued vonly a few days longer to 
blow from the fame points whence it had 
*Mown; for feveral weeks paft. 

I SOON faw.good caufe, I muft confefe, 
to dcfpife my own fagacity, Mrs.' Francis 
having received her orders, without mak- 
ing any anfwer,- fnatched the fide from the 
floor, which remained ftained with blood, 
and bidding a fervant take up that on the 
table, left the room with no pleafant 
cotinten^xe, muttering to herfelf,' that 

had 
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had fhe known the litter which was to 
have been made, (he would not have ta- 
ken fuch pains to walh her houfe ' that 
moniii>g. * If this was gentility, much 
^ good may it do fuch gentlefolksi for her 
* part fhe had no notion of it P 

From thefe murmurs I received two 
hints. The one, that it was not from 
a miftake of our inclination that the good 
woman had ftarved us, but from wifely 
confulting her own dignitv, or rather, per- 
haps, her vanity, to which our hunger was 
Qftered up as a facrifice. The other, that 
I was now fitting in a damp room ; a 
circumftance, tho' it had hitherto efcaped 
my notioe, from the colour of the bricks, 
which was by no means to be negleAed 
in a valetudinary date. 

Mr wife, who, bcfides difcharging ex- 
cellently well her own, and all the tender 
olBces becoming the female character i 
who befides being a faithful friend, an 
amiable companion, and a tender nurfe» 
could likewile fupply the wants of a de- 
crepit hulband, and occaflonally perform 
his part, had, before this, difcovered the 
immoderate attention to neatnefs in Mrs. 
Francis, and provided againft its ill con- 
F fequences. 
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fcqucnccs. She had found, tbo* not wi-' 
der the fame roof, a very fnug apartnnent 
belonging to Mr. Francis, and which had 
efcaped the mop by his wife's being iatis- 
fied it could not poffibly be viilted by 
gentlefolks. 

This, was a dry, ^arna, oaken floored 
barn, lined on both fides with wheaten 
llraw, and opening at one end into a green 
field, and a beautiful profpedl. Here, 
without hefitation^ (he ordered the cloth 
to be laid, and came haftily to fnatxih me 
from worfe perils by water than the com- 
mon dangers of the iea. 

Mrs. Francis, who could not truft 
her own ears, or could not believe a foot- 
man in fo extraordinary a phasnomenon^ 
followed my wife, and afked her if flie 
had indeed ordered th< cloth to be [aid in 
the barn : (he anfwered in the affirmative ; 
upon which Mrs. Fnancis declared fhe 
would not difpute her pleafure, but it was 
the firft time, fhe believed, that quality 
had ever preferred a barn to a houfe. She 
(hewed at the fame time the moft pmg- 
nant marks of contempt, and again lament- 
ed the labour (he had undergone, through 

her 
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her ignorance of the abfurd tafte df her 
goefrs. 

At length we were featdd in one of the^ 
moft pleafanr fpots, I believe; in the king- 
dom, and were regailed with our beans 
and bacon, in which there was nothing 
deficient but the quantity. This defeS 
was, however, fo deplorable, that we had 
conlumed oufr whole difh, before we had 
vifibly leffened our hunger. We nov/ 
waited with impatience the arrival of our 
fecond courfe, which neceflity and not 
Ixixury had diftated* This was a joint of 
mutton which Mrs. Francis had been or- 
dered to provide ; but when being tired 
with expeftation, we ordered our fervants 
to fee for fomething elfe^ we were informed 
that there was nothing elfe; on which 
Mrs. Francis being fummoned, declared 
there was no fuch thing as mutton to be 
had at Ryde. When I exprefled fomc 
aftonifhment at their having no butcher in 
a village fo fituated, fhe anfwered they 
had a very good one, and one that killed 
all forts of meat in feafon, beef two or three 
times a year, and mutton the whole year 
round j^ but that it being then, beans and 
peafe time, he killed no meat, by reafon he 
was furc of not felling it; This (he had not 
F 2 thought 
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thought worthy of communication, any 
more than that there lived a fifherman ac 
next door, who was then provided with 
plenty of foals, and whitings, and lobfters, 
far fuperior to thofe which adorn a city- 
feaft. This difcovcry being made by ac- 
cident, we completed the beft, the plea- 
fanteift, and the merricft meal, with nr*orc, 
appetite, more real, folid luxury, and 
more feftivity, than was ever feen in an, 
entertainment at White's, 

It may be wondered at, perhaps, that 
Mrs. Francis fhould be fo negligent of 
providing for her guefts, as (he may feem 
to be thus inattentive to her own intcreft ; 
but this was not the cafe ; for having clapt a 
poll-tax on our heads at our arrival, and 
determined at what price to difcharge our 
bodies from her houfe, the lefs (he fuf* 
fered any other to (hare in the levy, th^ 
clearer it came into her own pocket i and 
that it was better to j^et twelve pence in a 
fhilling than ten-pence, which latter would 
be the cafe if (he afforded us fi(h at any 
rate. 

Thus we paft a molt agreeable day, 
owing to good appetites and good humour, 
two hearty feeders, which will devour 

with 
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with fatisfaftion whatever food you place 
before them : whereas without thefe, the 
elegance of St. James's, the charde, the 
perigord-pye, or the ortolan, the vcni- 
fon, the turtle, or the cuftard, may 
titillate- the throat, but will never convey 
happinefs to the heart, or cheerfulnefs to 
the countenance. 

As the wind appeared ftill immoveable, 
my wife propofed my lying on Ihore. I 
prefently agreed, tho' in defiance of an aft 
of parliament, by which perfons wandering 
abroad, and lodging in alehoufes, are de- 
creed to be rogues and vagabonds 5 and w 
this too after having been very fingularly 
officious in putting that law in execution. 

M? wife having reconnoitred the houfe, 
reported, that there was one room in which 
were two beds. It was concludccjj. there- 
fore, that (he and Harriot (houW occupy 
one, and mylelf take pofleffion of the 
other. She added likewife an ingenious 
rcconimendation of this room, to one who 
had fo long been in a cabin, which it ex- 
actly refembled, as it was funk down with 
age on one fide, and was in the form of a 
Ihip with gunnels to. 
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For my own part I make liule doubc 
but this apartment was an ancient temple^ 
built with the materials of a wrecks and^ 
probably, dedicated to Neptune, in Uonour 
of THE Blessing fent by him to the inha^ 
bitants, fuch bleflings havings in all age^ 
been very common to them. The timber 
employed in it confirms this opinion, be- 
ing fgch as is feldom ufed by any but fliipr 
builders. 1 do not find, indeed, any mene 
tion of this matter in Hern ; but, per- 
haps, its anti(juity was top modern to de<- 
fcrve his notxrre. Certain it is that this 
ifland of Wi^ht was not an early conr 
vert to chriftianity; nay, there is {otm 
reafon to doubc wlietber it wa3 ever en- 
tirely converted. Butl have only time to 
touch (lightly on things of thi» kiod^ which, 
luckily for us, we have a fociety whofc 
peculiar profeflion it is to diicuii and 
developc* 

Sunday, July 19. This morning early 
I fummoned Mrs, Franci?, in order to pay 
her ^he preceding day's account. As j 
could recoUcft only two or three articles, 
1 thought there was no neceflity of p^ n 
.and ink. In a fingle inftance only v^c 

had 
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had exceeded what the law allows gcm% to 
a foot foldier on his maa-ch, viz. vinegar, 
fait, &c. and drejflk^ his meat, I fou^K!|^, 
however, I was miftaken in my calcuia- 
tioh ; for when the good woman attended 
with her bill, it contained as follow. 

/; s. i. 

Bread and beer 024 

V/ind — ' 020 

Rum — — - 020 

Drefling dinner — 030 

Tea ■ o I 6 

Firing — . — o i o 
Lodging : ^ — ,016 

Servants lodging — • 60S 



£0 13 



10 



Now that five people, and two fervant» 
fliould live a day and night at a public 
houfe for fo fmall a fum, will appear in- 
credible to any perfon in London above 
the degree of a chimney-fweeper j but 
more allonifhing will it feem, that thefe 
people fhou4d remain fo long at fuch a 
houfe, without tiding any other delicacy 
than bread, fmall beer, a tea cup full of 
milk called cream, a glafs of rum con- 
verted into punch by their own materials, 
F 4 and 
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and one bottle of w«/, , of which we only 
tailed a fingle glafs, tho* poffibly, indeed, 
our fcrvants drank the remainder of the 
bottle. 

This wind is a liquor of Englifh manu- 
fafture, and its flavour is thought very 
(delicious by the generality of the Englifh, 
who drink it in great quantities. Every 
ieventh year is thought to produce as 
much as the other fix. It is then drank 
fo plentifully, that the whole nation are in 
a manner intoxicated by it, and confe- 
quently, very little bufincfs is carried on 
at that fcafon. 

It refcmbles in colour the red wine, 
which is imported from Portugal, as it 
doth in its intoxicating quality; hence, 
and from this agreement in the orthogra- 
phy, the one is often confounded with 
the other, tho' both are feldom efleemed 
by the fame perf n. It is to be had in 
every parifh of the kingdom^ and a pretty 
large quantity is confumed in the metro- 
polis, where fcveral taverns Ve fct apart 
folely for the vendition of this liquor, the 
maftcrs never dealing in any other. 

The 
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The difagreement in our computation 
produced fome fmall remonftrance to Mrs. 
Francis on my fide i but this received an 
immediate anfwer, * She fcorned to over- 

* charge gentlemen : her houfe had been 

* always frequented by the very beft 

* gentry of the ifland 5 and (he had 

* never h^d a bill found fault with in hcF 
' life, the' fhe had lived upwards of forty 

* years in the houfe, and within that time 

* the greateft gentry in Hamplhire had 

* teen at it, and that Lawyer Willis never 

* went to any other, when he came to 

* thofe parts. That for her part (he did not 

* get her livelihood by travellers, who were 

* gone and away, and Ihe never expefted 

* to fee them more, but that her neigh* 

* hours might come again ; wherefore, to 

* be fure, they had the only right to conv- 

* plain.* 

She was proceeding thus, and fs^m her 
volubility of tongue? feemcd likely to 
ftretch the difcourfe to an im moderate 
length, when I fuddenly cut all fhort by 
paying the bill. 

Thjs morning our ladies went to church, 

more, I fear, from curiofity than religion ; 

F 5 they 
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they were attended by the captain in a 
moft military attire, with his cockade in 
his hat, and his fword by his fide. So 
uniafual an appearance in this little chappei 
drew the attention of all prefent, and, 
probably, difconccrted the women, who 
were in diQiabille, and wilhed 'themfelves 
dreft, for the fake of the curate, who was: 
.the greatcft of their beholders. 

While I was left alone I received 9 
vifit from Mr. Francis himfelf, who was 
.much more confiderable as a farmer, than 
a£ an innholder. Incfeed he left the latter 
entirely to the care of bis wife , and he 
.aded wifely, I believe, in fi> doing. 

As nothing more refDarkable paf): on 
this day, I will clofe it with the acc;ount 
of thefe two charadl^rs, as far as a. few 
days refidehce conld inform me of them. 
If they 01ou!d appear as new to the reader 
jis chef did to me, he will nQt be difpleafed 
4t finding them here. 

Th^is amiable couple fecmed to border 
hatd on their grand climaderic ; nor in- 
deed were they fhy of owning enough to 
fix their ages within a year or two of that 
time. They appeared to bft rather proud 

of 
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of having employed thetr time well, than 
aflsamed of having lived fo long ; the 
only realbn which I cquld erer affign, why 
feme fine, ladies, and fine gentlemen too, 
H^uld defire to be thought younger than 
they really ane by the cotemporaries of 
their grand childoea^ Some, indeed, who 
too hailily credit ifppearances^ might doubt 
whether they had made ih good a ufe of 
their time as I would infmuate, fince 
^there was no appearance of any thing but 
poverty, want, and wrctchedncfs about 
•their houfe; nor could they produce any 
thing to a Dsftomer in exchange for his 
monty, but a few bottles of mimi, and 
ipirituous liquors, and fome very bad ale, 
to drink; with rufty bacon and worfe 
checfe to eat. But then it (hould be con- 
:iidered, on the other fide, that whatever 
they received was almoft as entirely clear 
profit as the bleffing of a wreck itfeif; fuch 
an inn being the very reverie of a coffee- 
boufe: for here you can neither fit for 
jiodxing, nor have any thing for your 
moneys 

Again, as many marks of want a- 

i)oundcd every where, fo were the marks 

4>f antiquhy vifible. Scarce any thing was 

to be fccn whidi had not fome fear upon 

f 6 it. 
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iU made by the hand of time ; not an 
utenfi], it was manifefl:, had been pur- 
chafed within a dozen years laft pa(t ; fo 
that whatever money had come into the 
liouie during that period, at leaft, muft 
have remained in it, unlefs it had been 
fent abroad for food, or other perifhable 
commodities j but thcfe were fupplied by 
a fmali portion of the fruits of the farm, 
in which the farmer allowed he had a very 
good Wgain. In fad, it is inconceivable 
what fums may be colleded by ftarving 
only, and how eafy it is for a man to die 
rich, if he will but be contented to live 
miferable. 

Nor is there in this kind of ftarving 
any thing fo terrible as fome apprehend. 
It neither wafles a man's fle(b, nor robs 
him of his cheerfulnefs. The famous 
Cornaro*s cafe well proves the contrary, 
and fo did farmer Francis, who was of z 
round ttature, had a plump round face, 
with a kind of fmile on it, and feemed to 
borrow an air of wretchednefs, rather from 
his coac^s age, than from bis owiK 

.The truth is, there is a certain diet 
which emaciates men more than any poll 
fible dtgree of abftinence ^ tho' I do not 

remember 
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remember to have feen any caution againft 
it, either in Cheney, Arbuthnot, or in 
any other modern writer on regimen. 
Nay, the very name is not, I believe, in 
the learned Dr- James's didionary; all 
which is the more extraordinary, as it is a 
very common food in this kingdom, and 
the college themfelves were not long fince 
very liberally entertained with it, by the 
prefent attorney and other eminent law- 
yers, in Lincoln's-inn hall, and were ail 
made horribly fick by it. 

But thotigh it fhould not be found 
a^long our Englifli phyfical writers, we 
may be afTured of meeting with it among 
the Greeks ; for nothing confiderable in 
nature efcapes their notice ; though many 
things confiderable in them, it is to be 
feared, have efcaped the notice of their 
readers. The Greeks then, to 4)! fucKas 
feed too voracioufly on this diet give the ndme 
of Heautofagi, which our phyficians 
will, I fuppofe, tranflate men that cat 
themfelves. 

As nothing is fo deftruftive to the body 
as this kind of food, fo nothing is fo plefi- 
tiful and cheap; but it- was perhaps the 
only cheap thing the farmer difliked. Pro- 
bably 
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bably living much on fifh might produce 
this difguft \ for Diodorus Siculus attri- 
butes the fame a\rer(]on in a people of 
Ethiopia to the fame caufe : he calls them 
the fifh*eaters ; and aflerts, that they can- 
not be brought to eat a fingle meal with 
the Heautofagi by any perfuafion, threat, 
or violence whatever, not even though they 
fhould kill their children before their faces. 

What hath puzzled our phyficians, and 
prevented thert from fetting this matter 
in the cleared light, is poflibly one fimplc 
'miftake, arifing from a very excufaWc ig- 
norance ; that the paflions of men are ca- 
pable of fwallowing food as well as their 
appetites ^ that the former, in feeding re- 
femble the date of thofe animals who chew 
the cud ; and therefore, fuch men, in fomc 
fcnfe, may be faid to prey on themfclves, and 
as it were, to devour their own entrails. 
And hence enfucs a meagre afped, and 
thin habit of body, as furely as from what 
is called a confumption« 

Our farmer was one of thefe. He had 
no more pafTion than an Ichthuofagus or 
Ethiopian fiflier. He wilhed not for any 
thir>g, thought not of any thing ; indeed 
he fcarce did any thing, or faid any thing. 

^ Here 
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Here I cannot be undcrftood ftriftly ; for 
then 1 muft defcribe a non-entity, whereat 
I would rob him of nothing but that 
free-agency which is the caufe of all the 
corruption, and of all the mifery of hu- 
man nature. No man, indeed, ever did 
more thap the farmer, for he was an abfo- 
lute flave to labour all the week ; but in 
truth, as my fagacious reader muft have 
at firft apprehended, when I faid, he re- 
iigned the care of the houfe to his wife, I 
meant more than I then exprefled ; even 
the houfe and all that belonged to it ^ for 
he was really a farmer, only under the di- 
reAion of his wife. In a word, fo com- 

Fofed, fo ferene, fo placid a countenance, 
never faw ; and he fatisficd himfelf by 
anfwering to every queftion he was afked ; 
I don't know any thing about it, -Sir, I 
leaves all that to my wife.'* 



u 



. Now as a couple of this kind would, 
like two veflels of oil, have made no 
compofition in life, and for want of all favpur 
muft have palled every tafte ; nature, or 
fortune, or both of them, took care to 
provide a .proper quantity of acid, in the 
materials tnut formed the wife, and to ren- 
der her a perfeft Helpmate for fo trahquil 
a hu0)and.. 3he abounded in whatfocver 

• he 



d by Google 



XI2 A V O Y A G E 

he was defeftive j that is to fay, in almoft 
every thing. She was indeed as vinegar to 
oil, or a briflc wind to a ftanding-pool, 
afld preferved all from ftagnation and cor- 
ruption. 

QuiN the player, on taking a nice and 
fevere furvey of a fellow-comedian, burft 
forth into this exclamation, " If that fel- 
. ** low be not a rogue, God Almighty doth 
*' not write a legible hand.** Whether he 
guefled right or no, is not worth my while 
to examine. Certain it is, that the latter 
having wrought his features into a proper 
harmony to become the characters of lago, 
Shylock, and others of the fame caft, gave 
us a femblancc of truth to the obfervation, 
that was fufficient to confirm the wit of 
it. Indeed, we may remark, in favour of 
the phyfiognomift, though the law has 
made him a rogue and vagabond, that 
nature is feldom curious in her works 
within; without employing feme little 
pains on the outfide ; and this more par* 
ticularty in mifchievous chara<fters,in form- 
ing which, as Mr. Derham obferves, in 
venomous infe£ts, as the (ling or faw of a 
wafp, (he is fometimes wbnderfully induf- 
trious. Now, when (he hath thus com- 
pletely armed her hero, to carry on a war 

with 



git;?ed by Google 



T O LI S B O N. iig 

with man^ ftie never fails of furnilbing thatf 
innocent lambkin with fome means of 
knowing his enemy, and fprefeeing his 
defigns. Thus fhe hath been obfervcd to 
aft in the c^fe of a rattle-fnake» which ne- 
ver meditates a human prey without giv- 
ing warning of his approach. 

This obfervation will, I am convmced> 
hold moft true, if applied to the moft ve- 
nomous individuals of human infefts. A 
tyrant, a trickfter, and a bully, generally 
wear the marks of their feveral difpofitions 
in their countenances ; fo do the vixen, 
the (hrew, the fcold, and all other females 
of the like kind. But, perhaps, nature 
had never afforded a ftronger example of 
all this, than in the cafe of Mrs. Francis. 
She was a fhort, fquat woman ; her head 
was clofely joined to her Ihoulders, where 
it was fixed fomewhat awry ; every feature 
of her countenance was fliarp and pointed j 
her face was furrowed with the Small- 
pox ; and her complexion, which feemed 
to be able to turn milk to curds, not a 
little refembled in colour fuch milk as h. d 
already undergone that operation. She 
appeared indeed to have many fymptoms 
of a deep jaundice in her look ; but the 

ftrength. 
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ftrcngth and firmnefs of her* voice oveV- 
balanced them all ; the tone of this was a 
Iharp treble at a diftance, for, 1 feldom 
heard it on the fame floor ; but was ufually 
waked with it ia the morning, and enter- 
tained with it almoft continually through 
the whole day. 

Though vocal be ufually put in oppo* 
fition to inftrumental mufic ; I queftion 
whether this might not be thought to par- 
take of the nature of both ; for Ihe played 
on two inftruments, which Ihe fcemed to 
keep for no other ufc from morning till 
night 5 thefe were two maids, or rather 
fcolding- (locks, who, I fuppoie, by fonie 
jmcans or other, earned their board, ami 
flie gave them their lodging gratis, or 
for no other fervice than to keep her lungs 
in conftant exercife. 

She differed, as I have faid, in every parr 
ticular from her hufband ; but very re- 
markably in this, that as it was impolTible 
to difpleafe him, fo it was as impoffible to 
pleafe her ; and as no art could remove a 
fmile from his countenance, fo could no 
art carry it into hers. If her bills were . 
remonflrated againft, fhe was offended 
with the tacit cenfure of her fair-dealing ; 

if 
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if they were not,. Ihe feexned to regard it 
as a tacit farcafin on her folly, which 
might have fet down larger prices with the 
fame fuccefs. On this latter hint flie did' 
indeed improve ; for (he daily raifed fpme 
of her articles.' A. pennyworth of fire was . 
to-day rated at a ihilllng, to-morrow at 
eighteen-pepce -, and if Ihe drefl: us^ two. 
dilbes for two (hillings oa the Saturday, 
we paid half a crown for the cookery of 
Me on the Sunday j and wherever (he was 
paid, (he never left the room without la- 
menting the fmall amount of her bill ^ 
laying^ die knew not how it was that others 
got their money by gentlefolks, but for. 
her part ihe had not th^ art of it- When 
fhe was aiked^ why (he cot^plained, whf » 
ihe was paid all (he demanded, (h?, an^ 
fwered^ uie could not deny that, nor di4 
(be know (he omitted any thing, b*|t that 
it was but a poor bill for geatlefolks to 
pay. 

I ACCOUNTED for all this by her 1 having 
heard, that it is a maxim with the princi- 
pal innholders on the continent, to levy/ 
confiderable fums on their guefts, who tra- 
vel with many horfes and fervants, though 
fuch guefts (hould eat little or nothing in* 
their houfes. The method being, I be- 
lieve. 
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KeVc, in fuch cafes, to lay a capitation on 
the horfes, and not on their matters. But 
Ihe did not confider, that in moll of thefe 
inns a very great degree of hunger, with- 
out any degree of delicacy, may be fatis- 
ficd i and that in all fuch inns there 
is fome appearance, at leaft, of pfovifion,- 
as wdl as of a man cook to drefs it, one 
of the hoftlers being always furnifhed with 
a cook's cap, waiftecoat and apron, ready 
to attend gentlemen and ladies on their 
fummons ; that the cafe therefore of fuch 
inns differed from hers, where there was 
nothing to eat or to drink v and in reality 
■ iio houfe to inhabit, no chair to fit .upon,nor 
any bed to lie in 5 that one third or fourth 
part therefore of the leVy impofed at inns 
was in truth a higher tax than the whole 
was when laid on in the other, where, in 
order to raife a fmall fum, a man is ob-- 
Uged to fubmit to pay as many various 
ways for the fame thing as he doth to the 
government, for. the light which enters 
through his own window into his own 
houfe, from his own eftate •, fuch are the 
articles of bread and beer, firing, eating, 
and dreffing dinner. 

The foregoing is a very imperfe<5l (ketch 
of' this extraordinary coiiple -, for every 

thing 
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thing is here lowered inftead of being 
heightened. Thofe who woqld fee them fet 
forth in more liv^ely colours, and with the 
proper ornaments, may read the defcripr 
tions of the furies in fome of the clalfical 
poets, or of the ftoic philofophers in the 
works of JLycian, 

Monday July 20. This day nothing rer 
markable paHed ; Mrs. Francis levied a tax 
of fourteen fliillings for the Sunday. We 
regaled ourfclves at dinner with venifon 
and good claret of our own ; and, in the 
afternoon, ' the women, attended hy the 
Capjtain, walked to fee j| delighful fcenc 
two mikis diftant, with the beauties of 
which they declared themfclvcs moft 
highly charmed at their return, as well as 
with the goodnefs of the lady of the man- 
fion, who had flipt out of the way, that 
my wife and her company might refrtih 
tbemfelves with the flowers and fruits 
mth whiph her garden abounded. 

Tuesday 9 July 21. This day, hay^ 
ing paid our taxes of yefterday, we were 
permitted to regale ourfelves with more ve- 
nifon. Some of this we would willingly 
have exchanged for mutton ; but no fuch 
fkfti was to be had nearer than Portfmoutht 

from 
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from whence it would have coft mdre t^ 
coayey a joific to us, than the freight of a 
Porcugaii ham from Lifbon to London 
amounts to : for tho* the water-carriage 
be fomewhat cheaper here than at Deal, 
yet can you .find no wsft^rvnan who will go 
on board his boat, unlefs by two or three 
hours rowing he can get drunk for the re- 
fidue of th^ week. 

And here I have an opportunity which 
poflibly may not offer again, of publifh- 
ing fonae obfervatiohs on that political oe- 
conomy of this nation, which, as it con- 
cerns oiily the regulation of the mob,^ is 
below the notice of our great men ; tho% 
on the due regulation of this order de- 
pend many emoluments which the great 
men themfelves, or, at leaft, many who 
tread clofe on their heels, may enjoy, as 
well as ibme dangers, which may fome 
time or other arife from introducing a 
pure ftate of anarchy among them. I 
will reprefent the cafe as it appears to me 
very fairly and impartially between the 
mob and their betters. 

The whole nrifchitf which infefts this 
part of our ©economy, arifes from the 
vague and uncertain ufe of a word called 

Liberty, 
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Liberty, of which, as fcarce any two men 
with whom I have ever converfed, feem 
to have one and the fame idea, I am in- 
dined to doubt whether there be any fimpte 
univcrfal notion rcprcfented by this word, 
or whether it conveys any clearer or more 
determinate idea, than feme of thofe old 
punic compofitions of fyllablcs, prefcr- 
ved in one of the comedies of Plautus, 
l^t at prefent, as I conceive, not fuppofecj 
to be underftood by any one. 

By liberty, however, I apprehend, is 
commonly underftood the power of do- 
ing what we pleafe : not abfolutely j for 
then it would be inconfiftent with law, 
by ' whofe control the liberty of the 
frceft people, except only the Hottentots 
and wild Indians, muft always be re- 
ftrained. 

. BirT» indeed, however largely we ex- 
tend, or however moderately we confine 
the fenfc of the word, no politician will, 
I prefume, contend that it is to pervade 
in an equal degree, and be with the fame 
extent enjoyed by every member of fo- 
ciety, no luch polity having been ever 
found, \iv\tk among thofe vile people juft 
before commemorated. Among the Greeks 

and 
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and Romans, the iervile and free condi - 
tions ^ere oppofed to each other ; and no 
man who had the misfortune to be enrol* 
led under the former, could lay any claim 
to liberty, 'till the right was conveyed to 
him by that mailer whofe flave he was, 
either by the means of cojiqueft, of pur- 
chafe, or of birth. 

This was the ftate of all the free nations 
in the world -, and this, *till very lately, 
was underftood to be the cafe of our own. 

I w 1 LL not indeed fay this is the cafe 
at prefibnt, the loweft clafs of our peo- 
ple having fhaken off all the /hackles 
of their fuperiors, and become not on- 
ly as free, but «ven freer, than mod 
of their fuperiors. I believe it cannot be 
doubted, tho' perhaps we have no recent 
inftance of it, that the perfonal attendance 
of every man who hath 300 1. per annum^ 
in parliament, is indifpenfibly his duty ; 
and that, if the citizens and burgefles of 
any city or borough (hall chufe fuch a 
one,' however reludant he appear he may 
be obliged to attend, and be forcibly 
brought to his duty by the ferjeant at 
arms. 

Again, 
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Again, there are numbers offubordi- 
nate offices, fome of which are of burr, 
then, and others of expcnce in the civil 
government : all of which, perfons who 
are qualified, are liable to have impofed 
«6n them, may be obliged to undertake 
and properly execute, notwithftanding any 
bodily labour, or even danger, to which they 
may fubjedlthemfclves, under the penalty 
of fines and imprifonment ; nay, and what 
may appear fomewhat hard, may be compel- 
led to fatisfy the loflcs which are evcntu-* 
ally. incident to that of fheriff' in. particu- 
lar, out of their own private fortunes ; and 
tho* this fhould p/ove the ruin of a fami- 
ly, yet the public, to whom the price is 
due, incurs no debt or obligation to pre- 
ferve its officer harmlefs, let his inno- 
cence (hould appear ev«r io clearly. 

* 
I PURPOSELY omit the mention of thofc 
military or militiary duties, which our old 
conftitution laid upon its greateft mem- 
bers. Thefe might, indeed, fupply their 
polls with fome other able-bodied men ; 
but, if no fuch could have been found, 
the obligation neverthelefs remained, and 
they were compellable to fcrve in their 
own proper perlons. . . * 

G- The 
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The only one, therefore, ^xrho is poffibf^ 
fed of abfolute liberty, is the Ipweft mem- 
ber of the focicty, who, if he prcfei;s hun-. 
gcr or the wild produdt of the fields,. 
hedgest lanes and rivers, with the indul- 
gence of eafe and lazinefs, to a' food a little, 
more dqlicatJc* but purchafed at the ex-. 
pence of labour, may lay himfelf under, 
a (hade; nor can be forced to take the. 
other alternative from that which he hath,, 
I will not a£rm whether wifely or foolifiily^, 
choibcu 

^£R£ I rtisff^ periiap3, be , rf^minded of 
the laft vagrant a(9L wiiere ^ all fuch pcr- 
fons ar? compellable to work for the ufu- 
al and, ^ccutkomed jwages alldwed in tli^. 
place ^ but tbii is a claufe little known to 
the juftices of ^the peace^ and lead likely, 
<0 be cjtecuted by thofe who do know it, 
as they know likewife that, it is formed on 
the antient power of the juftices to fix and 
fettle thefe wages every year, making proper 
allowances for the (carcity and plenty of 
the times, the cbeapnefs and dearnefs of 
the place ^ and that ibe ujkal and ofcuf^ 
tamed wages^ are words without any force ~ 
or meaning^ when there are no fuch ^ buc 
every nian fpunges and raps whatever he. 
8 , . ^^^ 
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'tan get; and will haggle as long and 
ftruggle as kard to cheat his employer of 
two pence ia a .day^s laboviF) as an lioneft 
^tradefman will to cheat his coftomers of 
the fame lum in a^ard of cloth or filk. 

It is a great pity the(i thjit this power, of 
4*aiber this pi^aftiec, was not revived'; but 
this haiv4ng b«en fo long omitted, chat it is 
become obfolete, will be beft done by 1 
•Dew law, in which this power, as well as 
the confequent power of forcing the poor to 
labour at a moderate and reafonable rate, 
fhouM be weH confidered^ and their execu- 
tion faeUitated : for gentlemen who givi 
their time and Ifeboar gratis, and even vo* 
luntai^ily, to the public, have a right to ex- 
petft that aH their bufinefs be made as eafyas 
poffible 4 and to enaft laws without doingj 
this, is to fill 0t^r ftatute- books, tnwch 
too full already, ftill fuller with deid let-J 
ter, of no ufe but to the printer of the adli 
of parliament. 

TrtAT the evil which I have here pointed 
at ii of itfclf worth redreffing, is, I appre- 
hefid, nafubgedt of difpute : for why (hould 
any perfons in diftrefs be deprived of the af- 
fiftance of their feliow-fubjefts, when they* 
"are willing amply to reward them for their 
G a labour f 
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labour ? or^ why fliould the lowcft of tfee 
. people be per.mii;ted tO£Xa£t ten times the 
value of their worl^ ? For thofe exactions 
f ncreafe with j^ht degrees of ncceffity in 
their objeft, infomuch that on the former 
fide many are horribly impofed upon, and 
that often in no trifling matters* I was 
very well aflured that at Deal no lefs than 
ten guineas was required, and paid by the 
fupercargo of an Indiaman, for carry* 
ing him on board twx> miles from the 
Ihore, when Ihe was jpft ready to fail j fo 
that bis iiecefljty, as his pillager well un*- 
derflood, was abfolute. Again, many o^ 
thers whofe indignation will not fubmit to 
fuch plunder, are forced to refufe the af^^ 
Cftance, tho' they are often grejat fuflferers 
\>y fo doing. On the latter fide, the low^ 
eft of the people ane encouraged in lazinefs 
and idlenefs ; while, they live by a twenti-? 
cth part of the labour that ought to main-? 
tain them, which is diametrically oppofitc 
totheintereftof the public-, for that requires 
a great deal to be done, not to be paid, 

t>v a- little. And -moreover, they* are con- 
rm'd in habits of exadion, and are taughl 
to confider the diftrefles of their iuperiors 
as their own fair enQolumei)it» 



But 
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But. enough of this matter^ of which I 
at firft intended only to convey a hint to 
thofe.who are alone capable ot applying 
the remedy, tho* they arc the laft to whom 
the notice of thofe evils would occur, with* 
out fome fuch monitor as myfelf, who am 
lorced to travel about the world in the form 
of a pafienger. I cannot but fay I heartily 
wifh our governors would attentively confii* 
der this method of fixing the price of la- 
bour^ and by that means of compelling the 
poor to work, ftnce the due execution of 
fuch powers will» I apprehend, be found 
the true and only means of making them 
ufeful, and of advancing trade, from its 
prefent vifibly declining ftate, to the height 
to which Sir William Petyt, in his Politi- 
cal Arithmeticy ttunks it capable of being 
carried. 

In the afternoon the lady of the above- 
mentioned manfion called at our inn, and 
left her compliments to us with Mrs. Fran- 
cis, with an aflurancc.that while we conr 
tinued wind- bound in that place, wheref 
(he feared we c6uld be but indifferently ac- 
commodated, we were extremely welcome 
to the ufe of any thing which her garden 
or her houfe afforded. So polite a mef- 
G 3 fage 
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fage convinced us, in fpite of fomc arr 
guments to. the contrary, tbat we were 
«ot on the coaft of Africa, or. on fome 
ifland where the few favage inhabitants 
have little of human ia. them befides thtit 
form. 

And here I mean nothing lefs than t<^ 
derogate from the merit' of this lady, who^ 
is not only extEemely polite in her beha** 
vjour to ftrangers of her own rank, but 
ib extremely good and charitable to alt 
her: poor neighbours^ who ftand in need of 
her aflfiilance, that fiie bath the univerfal 
love and praifts of all who live msar her^ 
But^ in reality^ how little doth the acqui- 
iition of fo valuable a^chara^er, and the- 
full indulgence of fo worthy a difpofirion^ 
xofl: thoiib who poflefsic? Both are ac- 
complifhed by the very offals which fall, 
from a table moderately plentiful. That 
they are enjoyed therefore by fo few, arifes. 
truly from there being fo few whohave any^ 
foch difpofition to gratify, or who aim at 
•any fuch character* 

JVednefday^ July 22. Thi« morning,, 
tafter having been mulded as ufual, wo- 
difpatched a fervant with proper acknow- 
kdgnaents. of. the lady's goodnefs v but 

confined 
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confined our wants entirely eo the prodtit- 
'tlons of her garden. He foon returned, m 
company with the'Igardencr, both richly 
laden with almoft every particular which 
• -a garden at this moft fruitful (tdSoa of the 
year produces. 

While wc were regaling ourfelNntfs 
with thefe^ towards the clofe of Our din- 
ner^ we received orders from our comman- 
dfer, who had dined chat day with fome in- 
ferior officers on board a man of. war, to» 
-return iaftandy to the (hip; for that the 
wind was become favouriWe^ and he 
Aould weigh that evening. Theft orders 
were jfbon followed by the captain himr 
felf, who was flill in the utnioft hurry i^ 
^ tho* the oecafion of it had long fihce ceaf- 
ed : for the wind had, indctd, a little 
Ihifted that afternoon > but was before this- 
very quietly ie€ down in its old quarters. 

Thts laft was a lucky hit for me : for; 
ZB the captain, to whofe orders \V'e refolvidl 
to pay no obedience, unlcfs delivered by 
himfelf, did not returiv tilt paft fix;^ fa 
"much time' feemcdneiquifite t& put up the 
•furniture of our bed-chamber of dining- 
room, for almoft Severy art!cte,^even to* 
-feme of' the chairs, were cither out 
4m 4, "*' '/ '^a. 
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own or the captain's, prpperty 5 fo mucfr 
more in conveying it as*well as my felf, si$ 
dead a luggage as any, to the fhore, and 
thence to the fhip, that the night threat- 
ned firft to overtake us. ^ terrible circuni- 
ftance to me, in my decayed condition jtfpc- 
cially as very heavy fhowers of rain, attend- 
ed with a high wind^continued to fall incef- 
.fantly v the being carried through which 
two miles in the dark, in a wet and open 
boat, feemed little lels than certain death.; 

However, as my comnaandef was ab- 

. folute^ his orders peremptory, and my o* 

bediencc neceflary, I refolved to avail 

myfelf of a philofophy which hath been 

. of notable ufe to n^e in the latter part of 

.my life, and which is contained in' this 

hcmiftich of VirgiL 

--^uperanda omnis fortuna ferendo eji. 

Thei meaning of which, if Virgil had any, 
^ I think I rightly underflood and rightly ap- 
plied. 

As I was therefore to be entirely paflivc 
in my motion, I refolved to abandon my- 
felf to the conduft of thofe who were to 
carry me into a cart when it returned frojn 
, unloading the goo4^ 

But 
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But before this the captain perceiving 
. what had happened in the clouds, and that the 
wind remained as much his enemy as eVer^ 
came up flairs to me» with a reprieve till 
the morning. This was, I own, very agree*' 
able news, and I little regreted the trou- 
ble of refurnifhing my apartment, by fend- 
.ing back for the goods. 

Mrs. Francis was not well plcafed with 
this. As (he underftood the reprieve to 
be only till the morning, fhe faw nothing 
but lodging to be poflibly added, out of 
which Ihe was to dedud: fire and candle, 
and the remainder, (he thought, would 
fcarce pay her for her trouble. She exerted 
therefore . all the ill humour of which ihe 
was miftrefs,. and did all fhe could to 
thwart and perplex every thing during the 
whole evening, , . 

^burfday^July I'i. Early in the morhr 
ing the captain, who had remained on 
fhore all night, came to vifit us,. aQd to 
prefs us to make hade on board. ^ I am 

• refolved,' fays he, • not to lofe a mo- 

• ment, now the win4 is cominjg about 

* fair : for my own part, I never was fui^??! 

* of a Wind in all my life.' I ufe his yerx 

' G 5 * ' words ^ 
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words; nor will I prefumc to interprcr 
er comment upon them farther, than b^ 
obfcrving that they were fpoke in the ut--- 
moft hurry. 

We promVfed to be ready asfoon asbreak- 
faft wasioveri but this was ngt fofoon as was- 
*expe<5lcdr for in removing oiu- gpocjs the ' 
evening before, the tea-chcft was unhap- 
pily loft.' 

' Every place was imnficdiatdy fe^rchedy. 
and many where it^ was impoffible for it 
to be V for this was a lof$ of much greater 
conftquence than it may at BfA feem to , 
many of my readers. Ladies and valetu- 
'^ftarians do not eafily difpenfe with the* 
ufe of tbis^ fovcreign cordial,nin a Angle- 
inftance y but to -undertake a Ipng voyage 
without any probability^ of being fupplied 
with it the whole way, . was above the 
reach of patience. And yet, dreadful as* 
this^calamity was^ it ieemed unavoidable* 
The Mv hole town of Ryde could not fup- 
ply a fing^e leaf v for as to what Mrs.- 
Francis and the (hop called by that name^, 
it was not of Chincte growth. It did nof 
indeed in the Jeaft relemble tea, either in 
fineil OF tafte, pr in any particular, unlefs 
kk beinjg a leaf: for i( was in truth no 

otbcr> 
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ipecies. Ami^»fbt» thehopc^of l^dief in. 
any other port, they were 4fioc cb^be de- 
upended upop ; for the captain h^ pofi* 
ti^y declared he was fore of a wind, and 
.wo^ild let go hU aachoE no mere tilt he: 
swrived in thb Tajb* ' 

Wfonf^ a; good d^f of rime had beetis 
^nt, moft of it indeed ^^(^fted dn th)» 
occafionj a thought occurred, which every 
ene wondered at its not having prefented' 
itfelf the firft moment. This was to apply 
to. the good kKly, who could not' fall of 
pitying and relieving fucb diftrefs^i A 
jfielleoger was immediately difpatched,. 
with an account o£ our misfortune, till! 
ifhoik return we employed ourlelves in 
^preparativps> for Qur departure,, that wis 
might have nothing to do but; to fwallov 
our breakfaft when it arrived* The tea- 
eheftV thof'of no lefs confequence to us 
tjian- the military chcft to a- general,, 
was given up as loft, or rather as ftolen';. 
for tho**! would; not, for the world, men- 
tion any pai^ticular name^ it is certain we: 
had fufoicions, and aH, 1 am afraid, fell! 
on. i^e tema pecfon. 
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The man returned from the worthf . 
Jady with much expedition, and brougtu: 
with him a canifter of tea, difpatched with 
To true a generofity, as well as politenefs, 
ichat if our voyage had been^s long again, 
we fhould have incurred no danger of be^- 
ing brought to a ihort allowance in this 
ffnoft import^t article. At the very feme 
inftant Jikewife arrived William the foot- 
'inan» with cmr own tea-chefl. It had 
been, indeed, left in the hoy, when the 
otb«r goods were re^landed, as William^ 
:whQn he firft heard it was miffing, had 
fufpeftcd ; and whence, had ni>t the owner 
.of the hoy been unluckily out of the way> 
he had retrieved it foon enough to 
4^SLyc prevented our giving the lady an op* 
^rtunity of difplaying ibme part of her 
tpQodnefs^. 

To fe$rch the hoy was, indeed, too 
Aatural a fuggeftion to have efcaped any 
one, nor did ic efcape being mentioned by 
4Dany of us; but we were dii&aded from 
it by my wife's maid,, who perfeftly well 
j€menr>bered fhc had left thecheft jathe 
bed-chamber j for that ihe had never givesi 
it out of her hand in her way to or from 
sliiQ hoy i but Wiiliam, perhaps, knew the 

maid 
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maid better, and beft underftood how far 
Ihc was to be believed ; for othcrwife he 
would hardly of his own accord, after 
hearing her declarations, have hunted out 
the hoyman, with much pains and dif&- 
culty- 

Thus ended this fcene, which begun 
.with fuch appearance of diftrefs, and ended 
with becoming the fubjedt of mirth and 
laughter. 

Nothing now remained but to pay ow 
taxes, which were indeed laid with incon> 
ceivable feverity. Lodging was raifed 
fix- pence, fire in the fame proportion, and 
even, candles, which had hitherto efcaped> 
were charged with ^ wantonnefs of impo^ 
.fition, from the beginning, and placed un^ 
der the ftilc of overfight. We were raifed 
a whole pounds whereas we bad only 
burnt ten> in five nights, and tk; pound 
confifted of twenty-four. 

Lastly, an attempt was made, which 
atmoft as far exceeds human credulity to 
believe, as it did human patience to fub^ 
mit to. This was to make us pay as 
. much for exifting an hour or tw6 
.as for exifting. a whole day! ^ anddreHing, 

dinner 
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dinner was introduced as an ardck, tiio*^ 
•we left the hou(b before either pot or fpk 
had approached the fife. Here I own my: 
patience failed me, and X became an ex- 
ample of the truth of the obfervation^ 
That all tyranny and opprellion may be 
carried too fac, and. that a yoke may be: 
ffiade too intolerable for t^ neck of the 
tameft flave. When ] remponft rated witb 
fome warmth a^nft this grievance, Mrs. 
Francis gave me a look, and left the room 
without making any anfwer. She re- 
tufned in a minute, running to me with' 
pen, ink, and paper in her hand, and de-^ 
fired me to make my Qwn bill ; for fhe^ 
hoped, fhe faid, I did notexpe^ that hcc 
hoqfe was to be dirtied, and her gooda 
fpoiled and coofumed for nothing. ' The 
^ whole is but diirceen fhillings. Can^ 
^ gentlefolks lie a ^hole night at a pub^ 
^ lie houfe for le&? If they can, I am 
^ (lire it is time tp give off being a land- 
* lady: but pay niewhat you pleafe; I 
^ would have people know that I value 
^ inomey as Mttle 9s other folks. But I 
^ was always a fool, as I fay« to my hiif-- 
^ band, and never knows which fide my/ 
« bread is buttered of.f And yet to ^ 
'^ fure your honour ftiall be my warningyf 
^ not ta be ttit ta again. Some folks^ 

• know«N 
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^ kno«Fk batter than oiheps fame, how to 
^' make their bUls. Candles ! why, yes,. 

* to be fure ^ why fhould riot travellers 
•* pay foF candles ? I am fure 1 pays for 
^' my candles, arid the chandler pays the 
^ King^a Majefty for them ^ and it he did 
^ not, I mull, fo as it comes to the fame 
•^ thing in the end; To be fure I am our 

. ^ of flxtecns ait prcfent, but thefe burn as 

* white and as clear^, tho' not quite fo 

* large. I enpedlfr my chandler here foon, 

* or I would fend to Portfmouth, if your 
.^ honour was to> (lay any time longer* 
^ Bu( when folks ftays only for a wind^ 
^ you knows, there can be no dependance 

> on fuchi* Here (he put on a little fly- 
nef^ of aljMsdr, and f^emed willing to fub- 
mit to int€rrp^pliioa4 i interrupted her, 
accordingly, by throwing down half a 
guinea, and declared I had no mon& Eng- 
liifa money, which was indeed true ; and 
.ae &e could not immediately change the 
thirty-fix fhilling pieces, it put a final end 
to the difpute. Mrs. Francis foon left the 
-loom, and we foon after left the houfe ; 
' Jior would, this good woman iee u;, or 
wi(h us a good voyage. 

m^ I MUST ncit, however, quit this place^. 
where we had bees foiU* treated, without 

doing. 
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doing it impartial juftice, and recordir^ 
ivhat may with the (IriAeft truth be faid 
in its favour. - . 

First then, as to its fituation, it is, 
I think, moft delightful, and in the moft 
pleafant fpot in the whole ifland. It is 
true it wants the advantage of that beau- 
. tiful river, which leads from Newport to 
Cowes: but the profpecl here extending 
to the fea, and taking in Portfmouth, 
Spithead, and St, Helen's, would be more 
than a recompence for the lofs of the 
Thames itfelf, even in the moft delightful 
partof Berk(hire or Buckinghamlhire, the^- 
another Denham, or another Pope, fhoum 
unite in celebrating it. For my. own part, 
I confefs myfelf ib entirely fond of a fea 
profped, that I think nothing on the land 
can equal it •, and if it be fet off with 
Shipping, I defire to borrow no ornament 
from the terra jirma* A fleet of fhips is, 
in my opinion, the nobleft objed: which 
(heart of man hath ever produced ; and 
far beyond the po.wer of thofe archie 
teds who deal in brick, in ftone, or in 
marble, 

, When the late Sir Robert Walpolc, one 
of the beft of men and of minifters, ufcd 

fo 
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to equip us a yearly f^et^at Spichead, his 
enemies, of tafte mud have allowed that 
he, at lead, created the nation with a fine 
fight for their money. A much Bner, in*- 
deed, than the fame expenpe ki an enr 
xampment could have produced. For 
what, indeed, is the beft idea which the 
proTpedt qf a number of h^ts can furnilk 
to the mind ? but of a number of men 
forming themfelves into a fociety, before 
the art of building more fubftantial houfes 
^was known. This, perhaps, would be 
agreeable enough % but in truth, there 13 
a much worfe idea ready to ftep in before 
it, and that is of a body of cut-throats, 
the fupports of tyranny, the invaders of 
the juft liberties and properties of maa* 
kind, the plunderers oi the induftrious> the 
ravtfhers of the chafte, the murderers of 
the innocent, and, in a word, the de- 
flroyers of the plenty, the peace, and the 
fafety of their fellow-creatures. 

And what, it may be faid, are thefe 
men of war, which feem fo delightful an 
objed to, our eyes? Are they not alike 
the fupporc of tyranny, and oppreflion of 
innocence, carrying with them defolation 
and ruin wherever their makers pleafe tp 
fend them. This is indeed too true, and 

how- 
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however the fliip of war may, in its bulk 
and equipment, exceed the honcft mer- 
chant-man, r heartily wifli there was no 
necefflty for it ; for tho* I miift own the 
iiiperior beauty pf the objeft on one fide, 
I am more pleafed with the foperior ex«- 
cellence of the idea, which J can raife in 
my mind oft the other j while I- reflect on 
the art and induftry of mankind, engaged 
in the daily improvements of commercef> 
to the mutual beneBt of alt countries, and-, 
to theeltAblifltiment and happinefa of focial 
life. ' < 

This {^eafant Tillage is fituafted on a 
•gentle afcene fronv Ae water, whence it 
-affords that charming profpeft 1 Kavc 
above defcribed. Its foil is a graveK whicfc 
-aflkted with h^^^ decHvky, prefervcs k al- 
ways fo ^dry, that immisdiately after ttie 
'inoft vioJent rain, a fine kdy may walk 
without wetting her filken flioes. The 
fertih^ty of the place is apparent from its 
•extraordinary verdure, and it is fo (haded 
with large and flouriftiing elms, that, it* 
fcarrow lanes are a natural grove or walk, 
which in the regularity or its plantation, 
vies with the power of art, and in its wa»- 
ton exuberancy greatly exceeds it,. 
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Ik a fipld) io^ the afccnt of this hill, 
about a quarter of a mii<^ from the fea» 
ftands a npat little cbapcL It is verf finally 
.but adequate to the number of inhabitants : 
for the parifh doth not feem to contaia 
above thirty houfes. 

At . ahput two miles diftant ftotfi this 
pariih, liyes that polite and good lady ta 
^whof^ikin^ne&we.were fo much obliged. 
,it. IS placed on a hill* wfaofe bottom is 
wj^(hed by the foa, and which^ fcom its. 
eiynp^o):^ at t<^p» comnunds a view of 
.e^43^p2<'t <^ the Iflaod* as well as it does 
th#t m the oppoTit^e ibore. This houib 
;Wa& form^ly built by one Boyce^ who 
frqdl a. bl^kfmith at Gofppit, beoaitie 
polMed, by great fucccfs in. fmuggling^ 
of 40000L With part of. this he purchafed 
an eftate here, and by chance, probably, 
fixed on this fpoc for building a large 
hou^e. Perhaps the convenience of car- 
rying on his bufinefs, to which it is £0 ' 
well adapted, might didlate the fituaticm 
to him. We can hardly, at Icaft, attri* 
bute it to the feme tafte with which he 
, furniihed his houfe, or at leaft his library, 
by fending an order to a bookfellcrin Lon- 
donj^ to pack him up 500 pound's worth of 

hia 
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his handfomeft books. They tell herele'-' 
yttdl almoft incredible ftorics of the igno- 
rance, the foll;^, and the pride which 
this poor man and his wife difcovercd dur- 
ing the (hort contin^ianee of his profpe- 
.rity 5 for he did nDt long efcape tlte (harp 
eyes of the revenue-folicitors, and was by 
extents from the Court of Exchequer, 
foon>reduced below his original ftatc, to 
that of confinement in the t*'lcet. All hiS 
effefts were fold, and among the reft his 
books by an audion at Portfmouth, for a 
viery fmall price 5 for the b^okfeUer wai 
now difcovered to have been perfeftly a 
tnafterof hfs trade, and relying on Mr* 
Boyce's finding littfe time to read, had 
fent him not only the moft lafting wares 
of his (hop, but duplicates of the iame,. 
under different titles. 

His eftate and houfe were purchafed by 
. a gentleman of thcfe parts, whofe widow 
now enjoys them, and who hath improved 
them, particularly 4icr gardens, with fo 
elegant a tafte, that the painter who would 
afliil his imagination in the compofition of 
a moft exquifite landfchape, or the poet, 
who would defcribe an earthly paradife, 
could no where fumilh themfelvcs with a 
richer pattern. ^ 

We 
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We left this place about eleven in the 
fnorning, and were again conveyed with 
tnore funfhine than wind aboard our (hip. 

Wnm^cn our captain Had acquired 
iiis power of prophecy, when he pro- 
mifed us and himfelf a profperous wind* 
I will not determine ; it is fuffident to 
pbferve that he was a falfe prophet, and 
that the weathercocks continued to point 
Sis before^ 

H« would not, however, fo eafily give 
|jp Kis /kill in prolidtion. He perfevered 
in ailerting that the wind was changed, 
«nd having weighed his anchor fell down 
that afternoon to St. Helen's, which was 
%t about the diftance of five miles •,, and 
whither his friend the tide, in defiance of 
the wind, which was mod manifeftly 
^gainft bjm^ fofcly wafted him in as many 
hours* 

Here about feven in the evening, be- 
fore which time we could not procure it, 
we fat down to regale ourfelves with fome 
roafted venifon, which was much better 
dreft than we imagined it would be, and 
#n excellent cold pafty which my wife 

had 
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liad made at Rydc, and which we had re- 
ierved uncm: to eit on board our fkip» . 
thither we all chcar&lly exulted in being 
Tecurncd from the pieieoGe of Mrs« Francis^ 
who^ by the cxa6t refemblance (he bore to 
4 fury, feemed to have been with no great 
propriety fettled in paradife. 

' FnV^,7«/)r24. As'weprifedbySplth^ad 
^n the preceding evening, we faw the twd 
T^iments of foldiers who. were juft returned 
from Gibraltar and Minorca; and this day a 
lieutenant belonging to one of them, who 
was the caption's i:»phew,'Caine to pay a vifit 
to his unck. He was what is called by fonie 
a very pretty felbwj indeed mudi too pi«t- 
%y a fellow at his years ; for he was turned 
of thirty-fburt though his addrefs and 
Qonverfation would have become hinm more 
before he had readied twenty. In his con- 
verfation^ it is true, there was fomething 
military enough, as it confifted chiefly of 
oaths, and of the great ' actions and wife 
fayings of Jack» and Will, and Tom of 
our regiment, a phrafe eternally in his 
mouth } and he feemed to- conclude, that 
it conveyed to all the officers fuch a degree 
of public notoriety and importance, that 
it intitlcd him, like the head of a profef- 
Xxon, or a firft minifter, to be the fubjed): of 

conveffatioa 
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liable to convcrfe familiarly with a lieut^- 
nant, than of being miftaken In his judg- 
ment of a fool •; which was not, perhaps,' 
fo certainly the cafe of the worthy 
lieutenant, who, in declaring to us the 
qualification* which reconjmended men to 
his countenance and converffttion^ as well 
as what efiedhially fet a bar to all hopes 
of that honour, exclaimed^ * No, Sir, by 

* the D— , I hate all fools— No, d— a 

* me, excufc me for that. That's a Kttfe 

* too mucli, old Dick. There are two or 
J three officers of our regiment, wliom*! 

* know to be fools ; but d — n me if I anf 

* ever fecn in their company. If z. mzn 

* hath a fool of a relation; Dick, yon know; 

* he caa*t help that, old boy/ 

SvcH jokes as tbefe the old man ndt 
only took in good parr, but gliUy gulped 
down the whole narrative of his nephew; 
nor did he, I am convinced, in the leaft 
doubt of our as readily fwallowing the fame. 
This made him fo charmed with the lieu«* 
tenant, that it is probable we (hould have 
been peftered with him the whole evening, 
had not the north- wind, dearer to our fea« 
captain, even than this glory of his family, 
fprung fuddenly up, and called aloud to 
hitn to weigh his anchor, 

H While 
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WftiLE clus cerctnony was performing^ 
the fearcaptain ordered oUt iiis boat to 
row the land-captain to (here ; not indeed 
on an uninhabited ifland^ but one which» in 
this partt looked but little better, not pre* 
lentil^ us the view of a fingle honfe. In- 
deed, our old friend, when his boat re* 
turned on (hore« perhi^ being no longer 
able to ftiile his envy of the fupertority of 
his nephew, told us, with a ftnile, that 
tbc young mem had a good five mile to 
walk» before he could be accommodated 
with a pa&ge to Portfmouth. 

It appeared oow, that the ciptain 
had been Only miftaken in the date 
of his predidlion, by placing the event a 
4ay earlier 'than it happened % for the wind 
whii!h now arofet was not ^y favourable 
but ix*lft% and was no iboQcr in reach of 
qiac faili than it fwe|>c us away tqr the back 
of the Ifle of Wiightt and bavjog in the 
iMght carried us by Chrift-cjiutH:k and Be- 
veral^tXMnti btougjht ua the neiet mxm» 
S^utJiV% j^ify 99. off the tfiand of Port- 
land, b famous fer the finalindsatidfweet- 
i)efs of its mutcon« of which a Itg AMoai 
weighs four pounds. We would- have 
bought a fheep, but our captaia would 
1 not 
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not p^mit it ; tbouglt he tieeded no€ kive 
been in fuch a huriyv^ for prefently the 
windy I will not pofitiwly aflert in rdcnt- 
ment of his furlinefs, ihtw^ him a dog'^ 
trick, and flily dipt back again to his futn- 
mer-houie in the fouih-wctt. 

The captain now grew outrageous, and 
declaring open war with the wind, took a 
refolution, rather more bold than wife, of 
iaiUog in defiance of it, and in its teeth. 
He fwore he VFould let go his anchor no 
more, but woukl besK the fea while he had 
cither vard or fail ieft. He aocordingty 
ftood from the fhore, and made (o large 
a tack, that before night, though Se 
feemed to advance but little on hts way, iie 
waa got out of fight of iand« 

TowA,RB8 the evening, tl^ *rind bcg^, 

tin the Capmn\ owli [angaagc^ and: indeed 

it fpeflined ib much, that betorer ten it btew 

a perfe<a hurricane. The captain havinjg 

got; afi he fupfpofed, to. a &fe diftanct, 

• tacked' agaki topards the Englifh ibore; 

and no^ ijfie wind veered a point only m his 

tfavour, and coatiouod to bhiw with .ftith 

» violence, that 1^ flil{>irani)bove eight knots 

iXr nuileaan houf^ during this whole daiy»nd 

cempeftmma, m^^ till faedttioae. X was 

, . Hz oblige4 



d by Google 



148 A VOYAGE 

obliged to betake myfelf once more to my 
folitudej for my women were again all 
down in their fea-ficknefs, and the captain 
was bufy on deck ; for he began to grow 
uneafy, chiefly, I believe, becaufe he did 
not well know where he was, and would, 
I am convinced, have been very glad to 
have been in Portland- road, eating fome 
iheep's-head broth. 

Having contracted no great degree jof 
good-humour, by Jiving a whole day alone, 
without a fingle foul to converfe with, I 
took but ill phyfic to purge it oiF, by a 
bed-converfation with the captain ; who, 
amongft many bitter lamentations of his 
fate, and protefting he had /more patience 
than a Job, frequently intermixed fummons 
to the commanding officer on the deck, 
who now happened to be one Morrifon, 
a carpenter, the only fellow that bad 
cither common fenfe or common civi- 
lity in the (hip. Of Morrifon he enquired 
every quarter of an hour concerning, the 
ftate of aflFairs ; the wind, the care of the 
ihip, and other matters of navigation. 
The frequency of thefe fummons, as well 
as the folicitude with which they were 
madcv fufficiently teftified the ftateof the 
capuin's mind y he endeavoured to conceal 

itt 
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ft; and would have given no fmall alarm 
to a man,, who had either not learnt what 
it is to die, or known what it is to be Qii- 
ferable. And my dear wife and child muft 

Eardon me, if what I did not conceive to 
e any great evil to myfelf, I was not 
much terrified with the thoughts of hap- 
pening to them : in truth, I have oftea. 
thought they are both too good, and too 
gentle, to be trufted to the power of any 
man I know, to whom they could poflibly 
be fo trufted. 

Can I fay then I had no fear ; indeed 
I cannot, reader, I was afraid for thee, 
left thou Ihouldft have been deprived of 
that pleafure thou art now enjoying ; and 
that I (hould not live to draw out on pa- 
per, that military charafter which thou 
didfl; perufe in the journal of yefterday. 

From all thefe fears we were relieved, 
at fix in the morning, by the arrival of 
Mr. Morrifon, who acquainted us that he, 
was fure lie beheld land very near j for he 
could not fee half a mile, by rcafon of the 
hazinefs of the weather. This land, he 
^faid, was, he believed, the Berry head, 
which forms one fide of Torbay % the cap- 
ain declared that it was impoffible, and 
H 3 fwore, 
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ftttorr, OD condkion he was rigf^t, he ii^uk} 
give him bis mother for a maid. A for- 
feit which became afterwards' ftriftly due, 
and payablr •, for the captain whipping on 
h s night-gown, ran up> without his breeches, 
smd withir^ half an hour returning into the 
cabin, wifhcd me joy of our fying fafe ac- 
anchor in the bay. 

Sunday, Julf 16. Things now be^n to 
pjit on an vSptO, very diflferent from what 
iliey had lately worn : the news that the 
fhip had almoft loft its mizen, and that 
w« had procured very fine clcmted irrcan^ 
and fredi bread and butter from the (hote, 
rcft( red heakh and fpirks to o»r women, 
ardf we att iat down ta a very chearfut 
bfeakfafl. 

BtjT however pfeafant our ftay promf- 
ftd to be here, we were all defirous it 
flKHTfd be ftort r I refolved immediately 
f o difpatch my man into the country, to 
l^iirchafe a prcfenc of cyder for my friend j 
of that which is called Southam, as well 
as to take with me a hogfliead of it to 
Lifbon ; fcr it is,* in my opinion, much 
more delicious than that which is the 
growth of Herefordftire. I purchafed 
three hog/hcadsforfivepoundstenibill ngs, 

ali:v 
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all wi)ich ^fbould kaye fburot thought worth 
mentioning^ bad I not believed it might be 
of equal fervice to the honcft farmer wh« 
fbid it me, and who is by the neighbour* 
kig gjcntlemea r^utted to deal in the very 
bed, and to the reader, who from igno« 
ranee of the means of providing better 
for himfelf, fwallows at a dearer rate the 
juice of Middlefex turnips inftea^i of that 
Vinum Pomonee, which Mr. Giles Leve« 
ranee of Cheefburft, near Dartmouth \ri 
Devon, will, at the pt?ice of forty fliillinga 
per hoj^head, icnd in double caflis to any 
part of the world. Had the wmd been 
verjr fiadden in fiiiftinl:, 1 bad loft my cy« 
dtT<, by ai) attempt oiF a boatman to tx* 
9^ according to quftom. He required 
^ve lhilUng$ for conveying my man a mile{ 
and half to the fhore, and foUr more if 
keftaid>tobring him back. This! tliought 
to be fucK infuffierable impudence,* that I 
ordered him to be imm^edia eiy chafed from 
the (hip, without any anfwer. Indeed^ 
there are few inconveniences thati would noc 
rather encounter than encourags the infolenc 
demands of thefe wretches at the expenc^ 
af my own indignation, of wihith I own, they 
are not the cnjy obje^U, but rather thoft 
who purchafe a paultry convenience 
by enoiuraging them. But of this 1 
e< H 4 have 
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have already fpoktn very largely. I ftall 
conclude, therefore, with the leave which 
this fellow took of our fhrp ; fayixig, he 
fhould know it again, and would not put 
off from the Ihorc to relieve it in any dif-» 
tre6 whatever. 

It will, . doubtlefe, furprize many of 
my readers to hear, that when we lay at 
anchor within a mile or two of a town^ 
ieveral days together, and even in the 
moft temperate weather, we fhould fre- 
quently want frefh provifions and herbage, 
and other emoluments of the fhore, as 
much as if we had. been a hundred leagues 
from land. Ajid this too, while numbers, 
of bous were in our fight, whofe owners 
gpt tl>eir livelihood by rowing people up 
and down, and could h^ at any time fum- 
moned by a fignal to our afllftance, and 
wliile the captain had a little boat of his 
own with men always ready to row it at 
his command. 

This, however, hath been partly ac- 
counted for already, by the inrpofing dif- 
pofition of the people; whoafljed fo much 
more than the proper price of their labour. 
And as to the ufefulnefs of the captain's . 
boat, it requires to be a Tittle expatiated 

upon, 
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upon, as it will tend to lay open fome of 
the grievances which demand the ut- 
moft regard of our legiflature, as they af- 
fed the moft valuable part of the king's 
fubjeds, thofe by whom the commerce of 
the nation is carried into execution. 

Our captain then, who was a very good 
and experienced feaman, having been above 
thirty years the mafter of a veff.l, part of 
which he had ferved, fo he phrafcd it, as 
commander of a privateer 5 and had. 
discharged himfelf with great courage and 
conduit, and with as great fuccefs, difco- 
vered the utmoft averfion to the fending 
his boat afliore, whenever we lay wind- 
bound in any of our harbours. This aver- 
fion did not arife from any fear of wearing 
out his boat by ufing it, but was, in truths 
the rcfult of experience, that it was eafier 
to fend his men on ihore than to r^^cal 
them. They acknowledged him to be 
their mafter while they remained on ihip- 
board, but did not allow his pow€;r to ex- 
tend io the fliores, where they had no 
fooner fct their foot, than tvery man be- 
came fui juris, and thought himfelf at full 
Jibcityto return when he plcafed. Now 
it is not any delight that thcfe fellows have 
iii tlie frefh air, or verdant fields on the 
H 5 land. 



d by Google 



154 A VOYAGE 

land. Every one of them would prrfor 
hhOnp and hb hammock to all the Iweets 
of Arabia the happy ; but unluckily for 
them, there arc in every fira port in Eng- 
ird certain houfes, whofe diief liveli- 
hood depends on providing entertain- 
ment for the gentlemen of the jacket. For 
tfhis purpoft, they are always wclJ-fomifh d 
:*rith thofe cordial liquors^ which do imme=- 
cfiately infpirc the hear^ with gladnefs, ba- 
nKbing alt careful thoughts, and indeed all 
others from the mind, and opening the 
mouth. With fongs of chcarfulnefs and 
thankfgtving, for the many wonderful 
bfeflinga with which a fcarfaring Jifa 
overflovf^. 

For my own* part, however whimfical 
it may appear, I confefs, I have thought 
the ftrangc'fEory of Circe in the^ Odyflcy, 
no other than an ingenious allegory ; in 
which Homer intended to convey to his 
countrymen the fanic kind of inftrufiHon, 
which we intend to communicate to our 
own in this digrcflionr. As teaching the 
art of war to the Greeks, was the plain 
dcfign of the Iliad -, fo was teaching them 
the art of navigation the no Icfs manifeft 
intention of the Odyficy. For the im- 
provement of this, thdr fituation was moil 

ex- 
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fxcellcntly adapted; and accordingly we 
find Thucydidcs, in th^ beginning of his 
hiftory, confiders the Greeks as a fee of 
pirates, or privateers, plundering each 
other by fea. This being probably the 
firft hiftitution of commerce before the 
Ars Cauponaria was invented, and 
merchants, inftead.of robbing, began to 
cheat and outwit each other, and by de- 
grees changed the Metablctic, the only 
. kind of traffic allowed by Ariftotlc in bis 
Politics, into the Chrcmatiftic. 

• By this allegory then I fuppof- Ulyfles 
to have been the captain of a merchant- Ihip, 
and Girce fome good alcwife, who made 
his crew drunk with the fpirituous liquors 
of thofe days. ^ ith this the transforma- 
tion into Iwine, as well as all other inci- 
dents of the fable, will notably agree 5 and 
thus a key will be found out for iinlock- 
ing the whole myftery, and forging, at 
leaft, fome meaning to a ftory which, at 
prefent, appears very ftrange and abfurd. 

Hence, moreover, will appear the very 
near refcmblance between the iea-faring 
men of all ages and nations; and here per- 
haps may be eftablifhcd the truth and juf- 
tice of that obfervation, which will occur 
H 6 . of- 
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oftener than once in this voyage, that all 
human flefh is nqt the fame fleflis but. 
that there is one kind of flelh of landipen» 
and another of feamen. 

Philosophers, divines, and others, who 
have treated the gratification of human 
appetites with -contempt, have, among; 
other inftanccs, infilled very ftrongly on, 
that faiiety which is fo apt to overtake 
them, even in the very sl& of enjoyment.. 
And here they more particularly deferve 
our attention, as moft of them may be fup- 
pofed to fpeak from their own experience ; 
and very probably gave us their iefibns with 
a full flomach. Thus hunger and third, 
whatever "^ delight they may afford while 
we are eating and drinking, pafs both away 
from us with the plate and the cup ; and 
though we fiiould imitate the Romans, if 
indeed they were fuch dull beafts, which 
I <cap fcarce believe, to unload the belly 
like a dungpot, in order to fill it again 
with another Toad, yet would the plcafure 
be fo confiderably leffencd, that it would' 
fcarce repay us the trouble of purchafing 
it with fwailowing a bafon of camomile tea« 
A (econd haunch of venifon, or a fecond 
dofe of turtle^ would hardly allure a city 
gluttoawith. its fmelh Even the celcbrat- 

5 ca 
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cd Jew himfcif, when well filled with Ca-. 
. lipafli and Calipee, goes contentedly home . 
to tell his money,' and expeds no more 
pleafixre froni his throat, during the next 
twenty-four hours. Hence I fuppofc Dr. 
South took that tlcgant comparifon of the 
joys of a fpeculative man to the folemn 
filence of an Archimedes over a problem, 
and thofe of a glutton to the ftillnefs of 
a fow at her wafh. A fimile, which, if 
it became the pulpit at all, could only be- 
come it in the afternoon. 

Whereas, in thofe potations which the 
mind feems to enjoy, rather than the bo- 
dily appetite,; there is happily no fuch fa- 
tiety •, but the more a man drinks the 
more he defires ; as iC, like Mark Anthony 
in, Dryden, his appetite encreafed with 
feeding, and this to fuch an immode- 
rate degree, ut nullus fit deftderio aut 
pudor aut modus. Hence, as with the 
gang of Captain Ulyffes, enfues fo total a 
transformation, that the man no more 
continues what he was. Perhaps he ceaf- 
ei for a time to be at all ; or, tho' he may 
retain the fame outward form and fi- 
gure he had before, yet is his nobler part,' 
as we are taught to call it, fo changed, 
that) indead of being the fame man, he 

* fcarce- 
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^arcc. remembers what he \ras a few hours 
l)efore. And this transfbrmation being once 
obtained^ is (o cafily prefervcd by the 
fame potations, which induce no fatiety, 
that the captain in vain fends or goes in 
queft of his crew. They know him no 
longer ^ or, if they do, they acknowledge 
not his power, having indeed as entirely for- 
gotten themfelves as if they had taken a 
large draught of the river of Lethe. 

Nor is the captain always fure of even 
lading out the place to which Circe hath 
conveyed them. There are many of thofe 
houfes in every port-town. Nay, there 
are fomt where the forcerefs doth not truft 
only to her drugs i but hath inftfuments of 
a different kind to execute her purpo- 
ftst by whofe means the tar is efFeftually 
fecreted from the knowledge and purfuit 
of his captain. This would, indeed, be 
very fatal* was it not for one circumftance ; 
that the failor is feldom provided with 
the proper bait for thefe harpies. How- 
ever, the contrary fomctimes happens, 
as ihefe harpies will bite at almoft any 
thing, and wi|l fnap at a pair of 
filver butttons or buckles, as furely as 
at the fpecic itl^lf. Nay, fometimes 
tl^y are fo voracious, that the "very naked 

book 
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hook will go down, and the Jolly 
young failor is lacrificcd for bis own 
iake. 

It? vain, at fuch a (eafon as this, would 
the vows of a pious licathcn have pre- 
vailed over. Neptune, i£oIus» or any other 
marine deity. In vain would the prayers 
of a Chriftian captain be attended with the 
like fuccefs. The wind may change, how 
it pleales, while all hands are on fhore ; 
the anchor would remain firm in the 
ground, and the (hip would continue in 
durance, unlefs, like odier forcible prifon- 
breakers, it forcibly got loofe for no good 
purpofe. 

. Now, as the favour of winds and courts, 
and fuch like, is always to be laid hold on 
at the very firft motion, for within twenty* 
four hours all may be changed again ; fo, 
in the former cafe, the lols of a day may 
be the lofs of a voyage : for, tho* it may 
appear to perfons not well (killed in na- 
vigation, who fee (hips meet and fail t^ 
each ott^r, that the wind blows ibmetimes 
eaft ^d weft:, north and foutb, backward! 
and forwards, at the fame inftant ; yet, cer- 
tain it is, that the land is fo contrived^ 
that even the fame wind will not, like the 

fame 
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fame horfe, always bring a man to the tnd 
of his journey V but, that the gale which 
the mariner prayed heartily for yefterday, 
he may as heartily deprecate to-morrow ; 
while all ufe and benefit, which would have 
arifen to him fronrthe wefterly wind of to- 
niorrow, may be totally loft and thrown 
away, by negiedting the offer of the cafter- 
ly bJaft which blows to-day. 

Hen'ce enfues grief and difreputation 
to the innocent captain, lois and difap- 
pointment to the worthy merchant, and 
not feldom great prejudice to the trade of 
a nation, whofe manufa<ftures are thus li- 
able to lye unfold in a foreign warehoufe, 
the market being fcreftaird by fomc rival 
whofe failors are under a better difcipline. 
To guard againft thefe inconveniences, the 
pruoent captain takes every precaution in 
his power : he makes the ftrongeft contrafls 
with his crew, and thereby binds them fo 
firmly, that none but thegreatcft or leaftof 
men can break through them with impuni- 
ty : but for one of thefe two reafonSjwhich I 
will not determine, the failor, like his. 
brother fifli the eel, is too flippery to be 
held, and plunges into his element with 
perfect impunity. 

T^ 
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To fpe^k ji plaia truth, there is no tntft- 
ing to any c^niTiad with oi\e whom the 
wife citiz^ens of London call a bad man ^ 
for, with fuch a one, tho* your bond be 
ever (o ftrong, i? will prove in the end 
gpqd for no^liing. . . 

What then is to be done in this cafe? 
What, indeed ! but to call in the aiTiflance 
of that tremendous magiftrate, the juftice 
of peace, who can, and often doth lay» 
good and bad men jn equal duranf^e i and, 
tho' he &ldom cares if ftretch his bonds. 
to vyhat is great,, never finds any thing toa 
Qiinute. ^r their detention, but will hold 
the fmallell reptile aUvefo faftin his nopfe^ 
that he can never get out 'till he islet 
drop throjugh it. > . 

Whv, therefore, upon the breach of 
thofe contraffis, ihould not an immediate 
application ^be; made to the neareft magi* . 
ftrate of this order, who fhould be em* 
power'd to convey the delinquent, either 
to fliip or to prifon, ajD the election of the 
captain, to be fettered by the leg in 
either place. 



But, 
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Birp) » the eaie no^ fta6^, tlie<:oik}i« 
tioA of this paDor ca{)faiii» ¥4tJiout jmy com* 
miflkm, and of this abftlut^ commander 
without any power, is tn^ch worfe thaA- 
we have hitherto Ihftwn >t to be ; for not* 
withftanding all the afoitfaid contrads to; 
fail in the good (hip the Elizabeth, if the 
failor (hfou^ld, for better Wages, find k more 
Ms intereft to go on beard the better fhip, 
the Mary, either before their letting out, 
or on their fpccdy meeting in fpme port, 
he may prefer the latter without any other 
danger, than that of ^ doing wh«t he ought 
^ not to have tlpne,* contrary to a rule whidi^ 
he is feidotn Chriftian enough to have much: 
at heart, while the captain is generatiy 
too good ft Chriftian tx> punilh a man outf 
of revenge only, when he is to be at a 
confiderable expence for fo doing. There 
are many other dcficienties in our laws, re- 
lating to maritime affairs, and which would 
probably have been long fince correfted, 
had we any feamfen in the Houie of Com- 
mons. Not that I would infinuate that thei 
Icgiflature wants a fupply of many gefitle- 
men in the fca-fervicc : but, as thefe gen- 
tlemen are, by their attendance in thehoufe,' 
unfortunately prevented from ever going to 
fei, and there learning what they might com- 
municate 
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bunicate to their landed brethren, theie lat-* 
ter remain as ignorant in that branch of 
knowledge, as they would be if none but- 
courtiers and fox-hunters had been elefted 
iato parliament, without a fingle fi(h a- 
mong them. The following feexns to me 
to be an tffcA of this kind, and it ftrikes 
me the ftronger, as I remember the cafe 
to have happened, and remember it to 
hafve been ditpunifiiable. A captain of a 
trading vefiel, of which he was part-ow- 
ner, took in a large freight of oats at Li^ 
verpool, confign'd to the market at; 
Bear-key j this he carried to a port in* 
Hampshire, and there fold it as his own, 
and freighting his ye£k\ with wheat for the 
port of Cadiz in Spain, dropt it at O^r- 
to in bts way, and there felling it for his own 
ufe, took in a kdrhg of wine, with which 
he failed again, and having cpnverted it jn 
the fame manner, together with a large ftm 
of money wirit which he was intrufted, for 
the benefit of certain merchants, fold the 
fhip and cargo in another port, and then 
wifdy fat dowrt contented with the for- 
tune he had made, and returned to Lon- 
don to enjoy the remainder of his days, 
with the fruits of his f'ormcr labours and. 
a good confcience^ 

The. 
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The fum he btought home with him, 
conHfted of near fix thoufand pounds, , 
all in fpecie, and moil of it in that coin 
which Portugal diftributes fo liberally 
over Europe. 

. He was not yet old enough to be paft 
a,ll fenfe of pleafure, nor fo pufPd up with 
the pride of his good fortune, as to over- 
look his old acquaintances the jpurneymen 
taylbrs, from among whom he had beea 
formerly prefs'd into the fea-fervicc, aai 
having there laid the foundation of his fu- 
ture fuccefs, by his Ihares in prizes, had 
afterwards become captain of a trading , 
veffel, in which he purchafed an intereft» 
and had foon begun to trade in the ho- J 
nourable manner above-mentioned* 

. The captain now took up his refidence 
at an alehoufe in Drury-lane, where, 
having all his money by him in a trunk, 
he fpent above five pounds a day among 
his old friends the gentlemen and ladies of 
thofe parts. 

- The merchant of Liverpool having 
luckily had notice from a friend, during 
the blaze pf his fortune, did, by theaflift- 

ance 
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ance of a juftice of peace, without the 
affiftance of the law, recover his whole 
lofs. The captain, however, wifely chofe 
to refund no more ; but perceiving with 
what hafty ftrides envy was purfuing his 
fortune, he took fpecdy nrjeans to retire 
out of her reach, and to enjoy the reft ot 
his wealth in an ing'orious cbfcurity -, nor 
could the fame jultice overtake him time 
enough t;o affift a fecond merchant, as he 
had done the firft. 

This was a very extraordinary cafe, 
and the more fo, as the ingenious gentle- 
man had fteered entirely clear of all crimes 
in our law. 

Now, how It comes about that a robbery 
fo very cafy to h6 committed, and to which 
there is fuch immediate temptation always 
before tke eyes of thefe fellows, fhould 
receive the encouragement of impunity, is 
to be accounted for only from the over* 
fight of the Icgiflature, as' that overfight 
can only be, I thinks derived from the rea- 
fons I have afligned for it. 

But I will dwell no longer on this fub- 
jcGt. If what 1 have here ftid fhould feem 
of fufficient confequence to engage the at- 
tention 
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tentton 6f any mm m power, and iheuUi 
thus be the means of applying a«y (Feme- 
-dy, to the tno& inveterate evils at leaft, I 
have obtained my whole defire, and (haU 
have Iain fo long wind-bound in the ports 
of this kingdom to fome purpoie. I would 
indeed histve this work, which, if I ihould 
live to finiih it, a matter of no greaitcer^ 
cainty t if indeed of any creat hc^e to mc» 
will be probably the laft I Ihall ev^ un* 
dertake, to produce fbme better end than 
the mere diverfion of the reader. 

Mtmdof. This d^y our captain went a- 
ihore, to dine with a gentleinan wbo lives 
in thefe parts, and who fo exa&ly rt&m^ 
bles the charadler given by Homer of 
Axylus, th^ the only dificrence I can 
trace between i^m is^ the one living by 
the highway, ereAed his hofpitality chiefs 
ly in favow of land-traveliers ; and tht 
CMther Uving by the water-lide, gmtiftes his 
humanity by accommodating the waats ^ 
the mariner. 

In the evening our cocnnflandfir neceived 
a vifit from a brother baOiaw, who lay 
wiitd^btemd in the ialfie halltour. This 
ktter capcain wns A Swifs. He Was thea 
maftcr ^ a refiel boupd to Guinea^ and 

had 
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ivad fora^rly been a privateerings when 
c^r own hero was emplo^f ed in the fame 
laudable fervice. The hone(ty «nd free* 
dom of the 3witzer, his vivacity, in which 
Ive was in no. Fcipeft inferior to his near 
neighbours the French, the ankward and 
aSe^d policene&» which was likewilc of 
French extradk>n, mixed with the broul 
roughnefs of the Englilh tar ; for he had 
ferved under die colours of this nation^ 
and has crew had been of the fiune, made 
fiacfa an odd vAriety^ fuch a hotch* 
potch of charaifter, that I (hould have 
been much diverted with hitp, had not his 
voice, which was as loud as a fpcal^ing 
trumpet, unfortunately made my head 
ach« The noife which he conveyed into 
the deaf ear> of bis brother captain, who 
iu on one fide ^ hun, the foU addrefles, 
with wbkh^ miied with aukward bows* 
fa^ lalutcdthe ladies en the ocher, were fo 
mreesMy contralbed^ chat a man muft not 
^sAy ham been v«ki pf ;ai| iikfte of hu- 
mour^ andinfenfible of ffiirdit imt duller 
thaft Gibber is if ppefei^ied in tbe Ounciad; 
who -could be ^weMcit-ained with him a 
little while.s fer^ I 0)nfe&, foch <»ter*- 
sainfaen«» Axould always be very flioft^ aa 
tinqr ^^ ivtary liable to pall* But he 6d^ 
fined Mb ibi^ to happen at prcfem:. For 

having 
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haviftg given Us his company a quarter of 
an hour orfly, he retired, after ntany apo- 
logies for the Ihortnefs of his vifit. , 

Tutfday. The wind being lefs boiftcrous 
than it had hitherto been fince our arrival 
here, feveral filhing boats, whichthe tem- 
peftuous weather yefterday had prevented 
from working, came on boafd us with 
filh. This was fo frefli, fo good in kind^ 
and fo very cheap, that we fupphed our- 
fclves in great numbers, among which 
were very large foals at four-pence a p^if, 
- and whitings, of almoft a prepofterous 
fize, at nine-pence a fcore. 

The only filh which bore any price w^s 
a John doree, as it is called. I bought 
one of at lead four pounds weight for ds 
many fliillings. It refembles at turbut in 
ibape, but exceeds it in firmnefs and Qz^ 
your. The pricJc had th^ appearance of 
being confiderable, when oppofed to the 
extraordinary cheapnefs of others of value ;• 
tut was, in truth, fo very reafonabte, 
when ^llimatcd by its go dnefs, that it 
left mc under no other furppize, thaft how 
the gentlemen of this country, not greatly- 
eminent for the delicacy of choir taAe, had* 
difcovercd th^ preference of the doree to 

all 
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all other filh : but I was inforqiied that 
Mr. Quin, whofe diftinguiftiing tooth hath 
bcenfojuftly celebrated, had lately vifited 
Plymouth, and had done tliofe honours to 
the dorce, which are fo juftJy due to it 
from that fedt of modern philofophcrs, 
who with Sir Epiawe Mammon, or Sir 
Epicure Quin, their head, feem hiore to 
delicht in a fi(h-pond than in a garden^ * 
a€ the old Epicureans are faid to have 
done. 

Unfortunate Lv for the fifhmongers 
of London, the doree refides only in thofe 
ieas } for could any of this company but 
convey one to the temple of luxury under 
the Piazza, where Macklin the high prieft 
daily ferves up his rich offerings to thac 
goddefs, great would be the reward of 
thac nfiimonger, in bleflings poured dowA 
upon him from the goddefs, as great 
would his merit be towards the high prie((^ 
who could never be thought to over •rate 
fuch valuable incenic* 

And here having mentioned the ex* 
treme cheapneis of fi(h in the Devonfhire 
f<»a, and given fome little hint of the ex- 
treme deamefs with which this comn^dity 
is difpenfcd by ihoCt who deal in it in 

Lon- 
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Lcmdon) I cannot pafs on without thn>w« 
ing forth an obfervation or two, with the 
fame view with which 1 have fcattercd mj 
ieveral remarks through this voyage, fuf- 
ficiently fatisfied in having finiflied my 
life, as I have, probably, loft it, in the 
fervice of my country, from the bcft of 
motives, tho* ic ihouid be attended with 
the worft of fuccefs. Means are always 
in our^ower ; ^nds arc very feldom fo. . 

Of all the animal foods with which man 
is fiirnilhed, ther< are none fo plenty as 
6ih. A little rtvukt, that glides almoft 
linperceived through a vaft tra£i: of rich 
land, will fupport more hundreds with 
the fle(h of its inhabitants, that the fnea« 
dow will nourifh individuals. But if this 
be true of rivers, it is much truer of the 
fea (hores, which abound with fuch im- 
menfe variety of fiih, that the curious 
iiihermfn, after he hath made his draught, 
irften cullf only the daintieft part, and 
leaves the reft of his prey to pcnib on the 
Dbore. 

- Ijr this be true, it would appear, I 
think,, that thtre is nothing which might 
be h^ in. fuch abundance, and conie* 
<|ueat\y: fo (beap, asi&il^ of irhich nature 

fecais 
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feems to have provided fbch inexhauftible 
ftores with fomc peculiar deGgn. In the 
production of terreftrial animals, (he pro* 
ceeds with fuch flownefs, that in the larger- 
kind a finglc female feldom produces more 
than one a year, and this again requires 
three, four, or five years more to bring it 
toperfeAion. And tho* the lefier qua. 
drupeds, thofe of the wild kind particu- 
larly, with the birds, do multiply much 
fafter, yet can none of thefe bear any pro- 
portion with the aquatic animals, of 
whom every female matrix is furniflied 
with an annual offspring, almoft exceed- 
ing the power of numbers, and which, in 
many inftances at leaft, a fingle year is 
capable of bringing to fome degree of ma- 
turity, 

WftAT then ought in general to be fo 
plentiful, what fo cheap as flfli? What 
then fo properly the food of the poor? 
So in many places they are, and fo might 
they always be in great cities which are 
always fituated near the Tea, or on the 
conflux of large rivers. How comes it 
then, to look no farther abroad for in- 
ftances, that in our city of London the 
cafe is fo far otbcrwife, that except that of 
I 2 fprats. 
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fprats, there is not one poor pftlate'ina 
hundred that knows the tafte of fiih. 

. It is true, indeed, that this tafte is ge- 
nerally of fuch excellent flavour, that it 
exceeds the power of French cookery to 
treat the palates of the rich with any thing 
more exquifitely delicate ; fo that was fiih 
the common food of the poor, it might 
put them too much upon an equality with 
tjieir betters, in the great article of eating, 
•in which, at prefent> in the opinion of 
fome^ the great difference in happineis 
between man and man confifls. But this 
argun>ent I fhall treat with the utmoft dif- 
dain : . for if ortolans were as big as 
hufl:ards, and at the fame time as plenty as 
{parrows, I ihould hold it yet reafonable 
to indulge the poor w^th the dainty, and 
that for this faufe efpecially, that the rich 
would foon find a fparrow, if as fcarce 3s 
an ortolan, tp be much thjs greater, as it 
would certainly be the rar^r, dainty of the 
two. 

Vanity or fcarcity will be always the 
favourite of luxury, but honefl: hunger 
will be fatisfied with plenty. Not to 
learch deeper into the caufe of the evil, } 

fhall 
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fliall think it abundantly fufRcient to pra^ 
pofe the remedies of it. And, firft, I humbly 
fubmit thcabfolute neceffity of immediately 
hanging all the fifhmongers within the bills 
of mortality ; and however it might have 
been fomc time ago the opinion of mild and 
temporizing men, that the evil complain- 
ed of might be removed by gentler me- 
thods, I luppofe at this day there are none 
iwho do not fte the impoflibility of ufing 
,fuch with any effc&. CunHa prius tentanda 
might have been formerly urged with fomc 
plaufibility, but cunSla prius tent at a may 
now be replied : for furely if a few mono- 
polizing fiihmongers could defeat that ex- 
cellent fcheme of the Weftminfter mar- 
ket^ to the credijsg which fo many juflices 
of peace, as well as other wife and learned 
men, did fo vehemently apply . themfclvcs, 
that the^r might be truely faid not only to 
have laid the whole ftrength of their 
heads, but of their fhoulders too, to the 
bulinefs, it would be a vain endeavour 
for any other body of men to attempt to 
remove fo ftubborn a nufance. 

If it Qiould be doubted, whether we 

can bring this cafe within theletter of any 

.capital law now fubfifting? I am.alhamed 

to own it cannot V for furely no crinte 

I 3 better 
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httttp dtktyts fuch punifhmcnt I but the 
remedy ma,y, ncvcrthelefs, be immc^iate^ 
and if a law was made the beginning of 
' nextfeflions, to take place immediately, 
by which the ftarving thoufands of poor 
was declared to be felony, without benefijt 
of clergy, the fifbmongers would be hanged 
before the end of the.feflions. 

A sscoKD method of 6Uing the mouths 
^f the poor, if not with loaves, at leaft 
with fi(hes, is to dcfire the mi^iftrates n 
•carry into execution one, at le?ift, out of 
«ear a hundred affts of parKamentj for p«»- 
&rying the fmail fry of the Tiv«r. oif 
Thames ■ by which means, as few! £t(k 
wcnjld fatisfy tbou&odsy. as n^ oo^ir be 
dtroured hy afmall number of indtviilaala. 
But while a fifherman can bseak through 
the ftrotvgcft meQics of an aft of padiii- 
ment, we may be aflTuccd he will leam fo 
to contrive his own meflics, that the fmal^ 
left fry will not be able to fwim thca* 
them. 

r 

Other methods may,' we doubt not, 
ha fxi^e&cd by thofc who (hall atcenrively 
tonfidcr the evil here hinted at ^ but vfic 
have dwelt too long on it already, and 
ihaU> conclude with obferving, that it is 
. . dif- 
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difficult to affirm^ whether the atrocity of 
the evil itfclF, the facility of curing it, 
or the.fhamcful pegle<ft of tliC' cure, be 
the more fcandalous^ or more- aftoniflv- 
ing- 

After having, however, glorioufly re- 
galed myfeif with this fQod> I wa3 wafh- 
ing it down with fome good claret, wiib 
my wife and her friend in the cabin, when 
rhe captain's valet de chambre, head cook, 
boufe and /hip fteward, footman in livery 
and out on't^fecretary and.fore-maft-man« 
,aU burft into the cabin at once, being in- 
deed all but one per fon, and without fay- 
ing* by your leave» began to pack half a 
hogftiead of fmall beer in bottles^, the ne- 
ceifary confequence of which muft hav^ 
been,;ettheiC a total ftop to.converfation at 
that chearful feafon, when it is mod agree- 
able, or the admitting that polyonymous 
officer aforefatd to the participation of it. 
I defired him, therefore, to delay his pur- 
pofe a little longer, but he refufcd to 
grant my requeft ; nor was he previtiled 
on to quit the room till he was threatened 
with having one bottle to pack more than 
his number, which then happened toftand 
empty within my reach. 

I 4 With 



d by Google 



176 A VOYAGE 

WiTM thefe menaces he retired at ts^^ 
but' not without muttering fome menaces 
on his fide, and which, to our great ter- 
ror, he failed not to put into immediate 
execution. 

Our captain was gone to dinner this 
day with his Swifs brother ; and tho* he 
was a very fober mm, was a little elevated 
with fome champaign, which, as it coft 
the Swifs little or nothing, he difpenfed at 
liis table more liberally than our hofpitaUe 
EngUih noblemen put about tbofe bottles^, 
which the ingenious Peter Taylor teaches A 
led captain to avoid by diftinguifhing by die 
name of that generous liquor, which all 
humble companions are taught tapoftpone 
to ,the flavour of methuen^ or honeft 
port. 

Whilb our two captains were thus re* 
galing themfelves, and celebrating their 
own heroic exploits, with all the infpira- 
tion which the liquor, at leaft, of wit 
could afford them, the polyonymous 
officer arrived, and being faluted by the 
name of honed Tom, was ordered to (it 
^own and take his glafs before he delivered 

, . . his 
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his meffagc ; for every failor is by turns 
bis captain's mate over a can, except only 
that captain bafhaw who prefides in a 
man of war, and wh(> upon earth has no 
other mate, unlefs it be another of the 
fame baihaws. 

Tom had no fooner fwallowed faia 
.draught, than he haftily began his nar- 
rative, and faithfully related what had 
^happened on board our Ihip ; we fay faith- 
fully, tbo' from what hai^>ened it may be 
jfufpe£ted that Tom chofe to add* perhaps, 
only five or fix imaiaterial circumftances, 
as is always, I believe, the cafe, and may 
poflibly have been done by me in relating 
jhis very ftory, tho* it happened not many 
hours ago. 

No fooner was the captain informed of 
the interruption which had been given to 
his officer, and indeed to his orders, for 
he thought no time fo convenient as that 
of his abfence for caufing any confufion in 
the cabin, than he leapt with fuch haile 
from his chair^ that he had like to have 
broke his fword, with which he always 
begirt himfclf when he walked out of his 
ihip) and fometimes when, he walked about 
in^ it> at d)e fame time grafping.eagprly 
i 5 that 



^Digiti/ed by Google 



jjg A V O Y A G-E 

that dlher implement called a cockade, 
¥rhich modern foldlers wear on their hel- 
mets, with the fame view as the antient^ 
did their crefts, to terrify the enemy ; he 
muttered fomething) but fo inarticulatelf, 
that the word damn was only intelligible^ 
he then haftily took leave of the Swifs 
c^tain, who was too well bred co prefs 
bis flay on fuch^ an occafion, and leapt 
firfl from the fhip to his boat, and then 
from his boat to his own fhip, with as much 
fiercenefs in his looks as he had ever ex^ 
prefsM on boarding his defenceless prey^ 
in the honourable calling of a priva^ 
Icen 

Having regained the middle deck^ 
he paufed a moment, while Tom and 
others loaded themf;:lves with bottles, and 
then defcending into the cabin exclaimed 
with a thundering voice, D^— n me, why 
arn*c the bottles ftoed in, according to my 
Orders ? 

I anfwered him very mildly, that I had 
prevented his man from doing it, as 
it was at an inconveAient time to me* and 
as in his abfence, -at leaft, I efteemed 
the cabin to be my own. ♦ Your 
* cabin,* * repeated he many times, no 
I « d — me. 
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*» d— 'ine, 'tis my cabin. Your cabin ! 
> D— me ! 1 have brought my hogs to a 

* fair market. I fuppofe, indeed, yoii 

* think it your cabin, and your fliip, by your 
^ commanding in it ; but I will command 

* in it, d— n me ! I will Ihew the world I 
^ am the commander, and no body, but I ! 

* Did you think I fold you the command^of 

* my fhip for that pitiful thirty pounds ? 
/ I wifh I had not feen you nor your thicr 

* ty pounds aboard of her.* He then rcr 
peated the words thirty pounds often^ 
with great dtfdain, and with a contempt 
which, I own, the fum did not &em to 
defcrve in my eye, either in itfelf, or on 
the prefent occafion ; being, indeed, pai4 
for the freight of —weight of hu- 
man flefli, which is above 50 per cent. 
dearer than the freight of any other lugr 
£^ge, whilfl: in reality it takes up lets 
room, infav^, np room at all. 

In truth the fum was paid for nothing 
more^ than for a liberty to fix perfons, • 
^two of them fervants) to ftay on board a 
(hip while (he. fails from one port to ana- 
.ther, every fhilling of which comes ckftr 
into the captain's pocket. Ignorant peo* 
pic may perhaps imagine, efpccially when 
ihey are told that the captain is obliged 
; V 16/ to 
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to fuftain them, that their diet, at leaif» 
is worth fomething; which may probably be 
now and then fo hr the cafe, as to deduct 
z tenth part from the neat profits on this 
account -, but it was otherwife at prefcnt r 
for when I had contradted with the cap- 
tain at a price which I by no means 
thought moderate, I had fome content in 
thinking I fliould have no more to pay for 
iny voyage ; but I was whifpered that it 
was expefted' the paffengers (houid find 
themfeWes in feveral things; fuch as 
tea, wine, and fuch-like; and parti- 
cularly that gentlemen fliould ftowe of 
the latter a much larger quantity than 
they could ufe^ in order to leave the re*^ 
mainder as a prefent to the captain, at the 
end of the voyage 5 and it was expeSed', 
likcwife, that gentlemen (hould put aboard 
fome frefh ftores, and the more of fuck 
things were put aboard, the welcomer they 
wQuld be to the captain. 

I WAS prevailed with by thefc hints^ td 
follow the advice propofcd, and accorcb* 
iogly, befidcs tea, and a large hamper -of 
wine, with feveral hams and tongues, I 
caufed a number of live chickens and 
flieep to be conveyed aboard ; in truth, 
treble tlw quantity of provifion wbick 

would 
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would have fupported the perfons I took 
with me, had the voyage continued three 
weeks, as it was fuppoied, wicb ^ bate 
poflibility, it might. 

: Indeed it continued much longer *, but, 
as this was occalioned by our being wind^ 
bound in our own ports^ it was by no 
means of any ill confequence to the cap- 
tain, as the additional (tores of fifli, frefli 
meat, butter, bread, &c. which I con* 
ftantly laid in, greatly exceeded the. con* 
fumption, and went fome way inmaintain- 
.ing the lhip*s crew. It is true, I was not 
obliged to do this i but it feemed to be 
expeAed; for the captain did not think 
himfelf obliged to do it ; and, I can truly 
fay, I foon ceafed to expe£b it of him. He 
kad, I confefs, on boards a number of 
fowls and ducks fufficient for a Wefk*Ii>- 
dia voyage : all of them, ashe often, (aid, 
* Very fine birds, and of the largeft breed-* 
This, I believe, was really the fa6t, and, I 
can add, that they were all arrived at the 
full perfe^on of their fize. Nor was therc^ 
lamcoavinced, any want of provifionsof a 
more fubftantial kind *, fucb as dried beef^ 
pork, and fifli ; fo that the captain feemed 
ready to perfom his contract, and amply 
to provide for his pafTcngers. What I did 

thcn^ 
6 
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then was not from necefiity> but, perhaps 
from a lefs excufable naocive, and was> by 
DO means, chargeable to. the account oi 
the captain. 

But let the moti^re have been what it 
woukl» the a>niequence was ftill the fame, 
and this was fuch, that I am firmly per- 
fuaded the whole pitiful 30 L came pune 
and neat into the captain's pocket, and 
not only fo, but attended with the value of 
lol. more in fundries, into the bargain. 
I muft confefs my ielf therefore at a loft 
how the epithet pitiful came to be annexed 
to the above fum : for not being a pitiw 
ful price for what it was given, I can*- 
not conceive it to be pitiful in itfelf ; nor 
do I believe it is fo thought by the grear- 
eft men in the kingdom } none of whom 
would fcruple to fearch for it in the dirtied 
Jtennel, where they had only a reafonablc 
hope of fuccefs. 

nHow, therefore, fuch a fum fliould ac- 
jquire the idea of pitiful, in the eyes of the 
mailer of a fhip, feems not eafy to be ac^ 
counted for ; fince it appears more likely 
to produce in him ideas of a different 
kind. Some men, perhaps, are no more 
fmcereinthecont^pt fpr it which they ex^ 

prefs> 
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prefs» than otbets in their contempt of 
xncmey in general ^ and I am the rather 
inclined to this pcrfuafion, as I have fel« 
dom heard of either, who have refufed 
or refunded this their defpifed objedt. Be- 
fides it is fometimes impofTible to beheve 
thefe profelfions^ as every a<5tion of the 
man's life is ' a contradidtion to it. Who 
can beUeve a tradefman, who fays ho 
would not tell his name for the profit he 
gets by the felling fuch a parcel of goods^ 
when he hsM:h told a thoufand lies in order 
to get it ? 1 

Pitiful, indeed, is often applied to^an 
ob|e&, not abfoluttly, but comparatively 
with our expedlations, or with^ a greates 
objedt : In which fenfe it is not eafy to 
iet any bounds to the die of the wOi-d. 
Thus, a handful of halfpence daily appeat 
{Htiful to a porter, and a handful of fiiver 
to a drawer. The latter, I am convinc'd»* 
at a polite tavern, will not tell his name 
(for he will not give you any anfwer) un-^ 
der the price of gold. And» in this fenfe/ 
30 1 tMy be accounted pitiful by the 
Joweft mochanic. 

Omtb difficulty only fcems to occur, and 
that is this : i^ow comes it that, if the 

profits 
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profits of the meaneft arts are fo conii- 
derable, the prdfeflbrs of them are not 
richer than we generally fee them ? One 
imfwerto this ihall fufiice. Men do: not 
become rich by what they get, biit .by 
^hat they keep. He who is worth no 
more than his annual wages or falary, 
fpcnds the whole; he will be always a 
beggar, let his income be what it will.; 
and fo will be his family when he dies* 
This we fee c^aily to be the cafe of eccle- 
fiaftics, who, during their lives, are ex- 
tremely well provided for, cmly becauie 
they defire to maintain the honour of the 
cloth by living like gentlemen, which 
would, perhaps, be better maintained by 
living unlike thetn. 

. But, to return from fo long a digref- 
fion, to which the ufe of fo imprc^er an 
epithet gave occafion, and to which the 
oovelty of the fubjefl alhired, I will make 
the reader amends by concifely telling him, 
that the captain poured forth fuch a tor- 
rent of abufe, that I very hafttly^ and 
very foolilhly, refobtd to quit the (hip^ 
I gave immediate orders to fummons a 
hoy to carry me that evening td Dart- 
mouth, without. confidcring any cooie^ 
quence, Thofe orders I gave in na very- 
low 
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low voice ; fo that thofe above flairs might 
poflibiy conceive there was more than one 
mafter in the cabin. In the fame tone I 
h'kewile threatened the captain with that 
which, he afterwards, faid, he feared more 
than any rock or quick fand. Nor can 
we wonder at this, when we are told he 
had been twice obliged to bring to, and 
caft anchor there before, and had neither 
time efcaped without the lofs of almoft 
his whole cargo. 

The moft diftant found of law thus 
frightened a man, who had often, I am 
convinced, heard numbers of cannon roar 
round him with intrepidity. Nor did he 
iboner fee. the hoy approaching the vcflel, 
thaa he ran down again into the cabin, 
.and, his rage being perfedlly fubfided, he 
tumbled on his knees, and a Jittle coo 
abjcftly implored for mercy. 

• 

I D I D not fufier a brave man and 
an old man, to remain a moment in this 
pofture i but I immediately forgave him. 

And here, that I may not be thought 

the fly trumpeter of my own praifcs, I do 

. ut-terly difclaim all pmiife on the occafion. 

Neither did the greatnefs of my mind didatC) 

nor 
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nor . the force of my Chriftianity exa6: 
this forgivcncfs. To fpeak truth, 1 for- 
gave him from a motive which would 
make men much more forgiving^ if they 
were much ^wifer than they are j'becaufe 
it was convenient for me fo to do. 

JFtdnefdt^. This morning thecaptam 
idteft himielf in fcarlet, in order to pay -a 
Vijit to a Devonihire fquire^ to whom a 
captain of a Ihip is a gueft of no ordinaty 
confequence, as he is a ftranger and a gen- 
^ema», who hath iieen a ^tat deal of 
the world in foreigo parts» and knouts 
<alt the news of the cixses. * 

Thi fquire^ therefore^ was to feod his 
boat for the captain ; but & mod unfortu-» 
Date accident happened : fior^ as the wind 
was extremely roughs and againft the 
hoy, while this was endeavouring to avail 
itfelf of great feamanihip, in bawling up 
n^ainft the wind, a fudden fquall carried off 
fail and yard; or, at Jeaft, fo difabled 
them, that they were no longer of any 
life, and unable to reach the fhip -, but 
the captain, from the deck, faw his hopes 
of venifon difappointed, and was forced 
cither to ftay on board his Ihip, or to 
hoift forth his own loi^^boat, which Ke 

- could 
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Gould not prevail wUh himfdf to think 
of, thio' the ftnell of the yenifon had had 
twenty times its attra&iono He did, in- 
deed» love his fhip afi his wife» and. his . 
boats as children, and never willingly' 
trufted the latter, poor, things ! to the dan-, 
ger? of the fca^. 

. Tq fay truth, notwichftanding the fl:ri^ 
rigour wi^ which he preferved the dignity. 
of his ftatton, and the hafty impatience^ 
yrith. which be refented any affiront to hi& 
perfoB ,9r orcj^ers, difobedireRce to whkh 
he could in no inftance bropk \u any per-> 
fon on hoacd, he wns 09e of the beft nar^ 
tm*d fellows alive. He a(5t4d the part of 
tUthtttOi his faiJor>ihQex|N?c0ed gitai 
tendernefs for any of them when illi jmA 
never fufFercd any, the leaft work of fu- 
pererogation to go uneeWarded by a ghafs 
of gin. He even expended bis humanity^ 
if I may fo call it, to animals, and even 
his cats and kittens had large (hares im 
his afFeifiiions. An inftance of which we 
faw this evening, when, the eat, which 
had. (hewn it could not be drowned, was 
found fufibcated under a feather-bed it> 
the cabin. I livill not endeavour to de<* 
fcribe his lamentations with more prolixi** 
ty than barely by faying, they were gric^ 
. : vous, 
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vous, and fectned ta have feme mixture 
of the Irifh howl in- them. Nay, he car- 
ried his fondnefs even to inanimate ob- 
jeds, of which we have above fct down' a 
pregnant example in his demonftration of 
love and cendefneft towards his boats and 
fbip. He fpoke of a (hip which he had 
commanded formerly, and which was long 
(ince no more, which b^ had called the 
Princcfs'of Brafil, as a widower of a de- 
ceafed wife. This (hip, after having fol- 
lowed the honeft bufinefs of carrying goodi$ 
and pailfengers for hire many years, did at 
h& take to evil courfes and turn privateer, 
in which lervlce, to Bfe his: own words, 
Ihe received many dreadful wounds« 
which he himfelf had feit^ as if they hiS 
been his own. 

Tbmrfday. As the wind did not yeftcr- 
day difcover any purpoft odlhifcing, and 
the water in my belly grew troublefome, 
ftnd rendered me Ihort-breathedv I began 
a fecohd time to have apprehenHons of 
wanting the afiiftance of a trochar, when 
none was to be found : I therrfore con- 
cluded to be tapped again^ by way of pre* 
caution ; and accordingly I this morning 
AimmoAed on board a furgeon from a 
neighbouring parifh, one whom the cap'- 

tain 
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tsun gtefttly recommended, and who did 
indeed, perform his office with much delc- 
terity. He was, I believe likewife, a man 
of great judgment and knowledge in the 
profeilion ; but of this I cannot fpeak with 
perfc^ .certainty •, for when he was going 
toppen on the dropfy at large, and xm 
the particialar degree of the diftemper un- 
<ler which I laboured, I was obliged to 
flop him (horti for the wind was changed, 
^nd the captain in the utmoft hurry to 
.depart ; and to dcfire him, inftead of his 
jopinion^ to afiift m^ with his execution* 

I WAS now once more delivered from 
my burthen, which was not indeed fo great 
as I had apprehended, wanting two quarts 
of what was let out at the laft operation, 

Whil^ the furgeon was. drawmg away 
my water, the failors were drawing up the 
anchor ; both were finiihed at the fame 
»time, we unfurled our fails, and foon 
paffed the Berry-head, which forms the 
jmouth of. the bay. 

Wfi had not however failed far, when 
the wind, which had, tho' with a flow 
pace, kept us company about fix miks, 
fijddenly turned about, and offered to con- 

duft 
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:du6k lis back again : 4i favotir, whicfat 
though ibrely againft thb ^ain, we were 
:obligeci to accept. 

. NoTHiMO remarkitble happened this 
.day I for as to the fira) perfuafioh of the 
capuin that he was under the fpell of 
witchcraft, I woiiki not repeat it too of- 
itcuf tho' indeed he repeated it an hundred 
.timsB every day ; in truth, he taHced of 
'nothing elfe,' and fccmed not only to be 
•iatisfied in general of his being bewitched, 
but a^uatty to have fixed, with good cer^ 
tainty, on the perfon of the witch, whom, 
had he lived in the days of Sir Matthew 
Hale, he would have infallibly 1ndi<9:ed, 
and very pofllbly have hanged for the de- 
teftable fin of witchcraft ; but that law, 
and the whole doftrine that fupported it, 
^are now out of falhion ; and witches, as 
a learned divine once chofe to exprefs him- 
felf, arc put down by aft of parliament. 
This witdi, in the captain^s opinion, was 
no other than Mrs. Francis cff Ryde, who, 
as he infinuated, out of anger to me, for 
not fpending more money in her houfe 
than fhe could produce any thing to ex- 
change fori Of any pretence to charge for, 
had laid this fpell oxk his fliip. 

Tho* 
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Tho' we wtfre again got near our har- 
bour by three in the afternoon, yet it leem- 
ed to require a full hour or inore,before wc 
could come to our former place of anchor- 
ing, or birth, as the captain called it. On 
this occaiion we eicemplified one. of the 
few advantages, which the travellers by 
water have over the travellers by land. 
What would the latter often give for the 
%hc of one of thofe hoipicable manfi- 
ons, where he is aflured that there is good 
enterimnment fer man and borfe > and where 
both tnay ccmfequently promife themfelves 
to afluage that hunger which exerciie is 
io fure to raiie in a hesJthy conftitution. 

At their arrival at this manfion, how 
much hapfHer is the ftate of the horfe than 
that of the mafter ? The former is imme*, 
diately led to his repaft, fuch as it is, and 
whatever it is, he falls to it with appetite^ 
But the latter is in a much worfe fitua* 
tion* His hunger, however violent, i$ 
always in Ibme degree delicate, and his 
food muft have fome kind of ornament^ 
or as the more ufual phrafe is, of dreflifig, 
to recommend it. Now all drefling re** 
quires times and therefore, though per* 
iups» the ilic^ might be juft killed be- 

. fore 
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fore you came to the inn, yet in cutting 
Wm up, fetchihg/the joint, which the 
landlord by miftake faid he had in the 
houfe, from the butcher at two miles dif- 
tancc,'and afterwards warming it a little • 
by the fir^, two hours at leaft moft be 
confumed, while hunger for want of bet^ 
ter food, preys ail the time x>n the vitals- 
of the man. 

How -different was the cafe with «s? 
we carried our provifion, our kitchen, and 
our cook with us, and we were at one and 
the fame time travelling on our ro;ad, and 
fitting down to a repaft of fifh, with which 
the greateft table in London can fcarcc 
at any rate be fupplied. 

Friday. As we were difappoioted of 
our wind, and obliged to return back the 
preceding evening, we refdyed to extraft 
all the good we could out of our misfor- 
tune, and to add confiderably to our frefli 
ftores of meat and bread, with which we 
were very indifferently provided when we 
hurried away yeft.erday. By the captain's 
advice we likewife laid in foniie ftores of 
butter, which we fahed and potted our- 
felves, for our ufe at Lifbon, and we had 
great reafon afterwards to thank him for 
his advice. 
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In the afternoon, I perfuaded my wife, 
whom it was no eafy matter for me to 
force from my fide, to take a walk on 
fliore, whither the gallant captain declared 
he was ready to attend her. Accordingly, 
the ladies fet out, and left me to enjoy a 
fweet and comfortable nap after the ope- 
ration of the preceding day. 

Thus we enjoyed our feparate pleafunes 
full three hours, when we met again ^ 
and my wife gave the forgoing account of 
the gentleman, whom I have before com- 
pared CO Axylus, and of his habitation^ 
to both which fhe had been introduced by 
the captain, in the ftile of an old friend 
and acquaintance, though this foundation 
of intimacy fccmed to her to be no deeper 
laid than in an accidental dinner, eaten 
many years before, at this temple of hof- 
pitality, when the captain lay wind bound 
in the fame bay. 

Saturday. Early this morning the wind 
jeemed inclined to change in our favour* 
Our alert captain fnatched its very firft 
motion, and got under fail with fo very 
gentle a breeze,, that as the tide was againft 
him, Jie rccQ^nmended to a .fi&iDgrhoy w, 
K bring 
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bring after him a vaft falmon and fome 
other provifions which lay ready for him 
on Ihore. 

Our anchor was up at fix, and before 
nine in the morning we had doubled the 
Berry-head, and were arrived off Dart- 
mouth, having gone full three miles in as 
many hours, in direft oppofition to the 
tide, which only befriended us out of our 
harbour ; and though the wind was, per- 
haps, our friend, it was fo very filent, ^nd 
exerted itfelffo little in our favour, that, like 
fome cool partifans, it was difficult to fay 
whether it was with us or againft us. The 
captain, however, declared the former to 
be the cafe, during the whole three hours ; 
but at laft he perceived his error ; or ra^ 
ther, perhaps, this friend, which had hi- 
therto wavered in chufing his fide, became 
now more determined. The captain then 
fuddenly tacked about, and aflerting that 
he was bewitched, fubmitted to return to 
the place from whence he came. Now, 
diough I am as free from fuperftition as 
any roan breathing, and never did believe 
in witches, notwithftanding all the ex'cel- 
Icnt arguments of my Lord Chief Juftice 
Hale in their favour* and long before they- 
ivcre put down by aft of parliament^ yet 

by 
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by what power a ihip of burthen (hould 
fail three miles againft both wind and tide, 
I cannot conceive j unlcfs there was fom©: 
fupernatural incerpofition in the cafe: naj,' 
could we admit that the wind ftood neu- 
ter, the difficulty would ftill remain. So 
that we muft of neccffity conclude, that 
the (hip was either bewinded or bewitclied. 

The captain, perhaps, had another 
meaning. He imagined himfelf, I be- 
lieve, bewitched, becaufe the wind, inftead 
of pcrfcvering in its change in his favour,* 
for change it certainly did. that morning, 
fhould fuddenly return to its favourite fta- 
tion, and blow him back towards the bay. 
But if this was his opinion, he foon fiiw 
caufe to after ; for he had not meafured 
half the way back, when the wind again 
declared in his favour, and fo loudly thae 
there was no poUibility of being mif- 
taken. 

The orders for the fecond tack were 
given, and,obeycd with much more alacri- 
ty, than thofe had been for the firft. We 
were all of us indeed in high fpirits on the 
occaiion ; though fome of us a little re« 
gretted the good things we were likely to 
leave behind us by the fi(hei:man'»neglcft : 
K 2 I 
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I might give it a worfe name, for he faith- 
fully promifed to execute the commifiion, 
which he had had abundant opportunity to 
do ; but Nautica fides deferves as' much to 
be proverbial, as ever Punka fides could 
formerly have done. Nay, when we con- 
fider that the Carthaginians came from 
the Phenicians, who are fuppofed to have 
produced the firft mariners, we may pro-, 
bably fee the true reafon of the adage, 
and it may open a field of very curious 
difcoveries to thei antiquarian. 

We were, however, too eager to purfue 
our voyage, to fufFer any thing we left be- 
hind us to interrupt our happinefs, which 
indeed many agreeable circumftances con- 
fpired to advance. The weather was in- 
expreflibly pleafant, and we were all featcd 
on the deck, when our canvas began to 
fwell with the wind. We had likewife ii> 
our view above thirty other fail around 
us, all in the fame fituation. Here an ob- 
fervation occurred to me which, perhaps, 
though extremely obvious, did not offer 
itfelf to every individual in our little fleet : 
when I perceived with what different fuc- 
cefs we proceeded, under the influence of 
a fuperior power, which while we lay al- 
mo(t idle ouriclves, pufbedus fort^ard on 
I .. our 
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our intended voyage, and compared this 
with the flow progrefs which we had made 
in the morning, of ourfelves andwithoutany 
fuch afliflance/ 1 could not help refleding 
how often the grcateft abilities lie wind- 
bound as it were in life ; or if they venture 
out, and attempt to beat the feas, they 
itruggle in vain againft wind and tide, and 
if they have not fuificient prudence to put 
back, are moft probably caft away on th« 
rocks and quickfands, which are every day 
xeady to devour them. 

It was now our fortune to fetout milio* 
ribus avibus. The wind frcftined io brifk- 
ly in our poop,, that the fliore appeared to 
move from US| as faft as we did frdm the 
(hore. The captain declared he was furt of a 
wind, meaning its continuance ; but he had 
difappointed us fo often, that he had k>il 
all credit. However,, he kept his word a 
little Ixitter now, and we loft fight of our 
native land^ as joyfully, at leaft, as it is 
ufual to regain it. 

Sunday. The next morning, the captain 
told me he thought himfelf thirty miles 
to. the weftward of Plymouth, and befonc 
evening declared that the Lizard point; 
which is. the exti^mity of Cornwall,, bow 
K 3 feve- 
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feveral leagues to leeward. Nothing re* 
markable paft this day, except the captain's 
devotion^who, ia his ownphrafe,fuminoned 
all hands to prayers, which were read by 
a common iailor upon deck, with more 
devout force and addrefs, than they are com- 
monly read by a country curate, and re- 
ceived with more decency and attention by 
the failors than are ufually preferved in 
city congregations. ' I am indeed affured, 
that if any fuch afFeded difregard of the 
fol'. mil office in which they were engaged, 
as I have fcen praftifed by fine gentlemen 
and ladies, exprefling akind of apprebenfioii 
left they ihould be fufpedted of being 
really in earntft in their devotion, had been 
Ihewn here, they would have contrafted 
the contempt of the whole audience, ^ To 
fay the truth, from what I obfervcd in the 
behaviour of the failors in this voyage, 
and on comparing it with what I have lor- 
merly feen of them at fea and on ftiore, 
I am convinced that on 1 >nd there is no« 
thing more idle and dilTolute *, in their own 
element, there arc no perfons near the level 
of their degree, who live in the conftant 
pra£bice of half fo many good qualities. 
They are, for much the greater part, per* 
ie£i: mafters of their bufmefs, and always 
extremely alert, and ready in executing it, 

with- 
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without any regard to fatigue or hazard. 
The foldiers thcmfclves are not better dif- 
cipUned, nor more obedient to orders than 
thcfc whilft aboard ; they fubmit to every 
difficulty which attends their calling with 
chearfulnefs, and no lefs virtues than pa- 
tiefKce and fortitude are exercifed by tlierii 
every day of their lives. 

All thefc good qualities, however, they 
always leave behind them on fbipboard : 
the fftilor out of water is, indeed, as 
wretched an animal as tt^e filh out of 
water } for tho* the former hath in com« 
mon with amphibious animals the bare 
pow^r of ezifting on the land, yet if he 
be kept there any time, he nerer fails to 
become a nui&nce. 

The (hip having had a good deal of 
motion fince (he was laft under fail, our 
women returned to their ficknefs, and I 
to my folitude ; having, for twenty^four 
hours together, fcarce opened my lips to 
a fingle perfon. This circumilance of be-^ 
ing fhut up within the circumference of a 
few yards, with a fcore of human creatures, 
with not one of whom it was pollible to 
converfe, was perhaps fb rare, as fcarce 
ever to have happened before, nor could 
K 4 it 
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it ever happen to one who dHliked it'morc 
than myfclf, or to myfelf at a feafon wten 
I wanted more food for my focial difpo-* 
fuion,, or could converfe Icfs wholfomely 
and happily with my own thoughts. To 
this accident, which fortune opened to me 
in the Downs, was owing the firft ferious 
thought which I ever entertained of enrol- 
ing myfclf among the voyage- writers ; 
Ibme of the moil amufing pages, if indeed 
there be any* which defcrvc that name, wer€ 
.poffibly the produdion ofc the moft dif* 
agreeable hours which ever haunted the 
author* 

Monday. At noon .the captain cook aii 
obfcrvatiorr,. by which it appeared that 
Ufhant bore fome lea^uesi northward 
of us* and that we were juft entering the 
bay of Bifcay. We had advanced a very 
fcM*^ miles in this bay before we were en- 
tirely becalmed ; Wc furi*d our failsj as be- 
ing of no gfe to us, while we lay in this 
moft difegreeable Ccuation,, more detefted 
by the failors than the moft violent tem- 
peft ; we were alaumed with the lofs of a 
tine piece of fait brcf, which had been 
bung in the fea to frefben it *, this being. 
It fccms, the ft range property of (alt- 
water. The thief was immediately fuf- 
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peftcd, and prefently afterwards taken by 
the faildrs. He was indeed no other than a 
huge (hark, who, not knowing when he 
was well off, fwallowed another piece of 
beef, together with a great iron crook on 
which it was hung, and by which he was 
dragged into the fliip. 

I SHOULD fcarcie have tnentioned the 
catching this (hark, though fo exaftly con- 
formable to the rules and prafticc of voy- 
agcrwriting, had it not been for a ftrange 
circuri^ftance that attended it, 1 his was 
the recovery of the ftolen beef out of the 
(hark*s maw, where it lay unchewed and 
undigefted, and whence being conveyed 
into the pot, the fle(h, and the thief that 
had ftoln. it, joined together in furni(hing 
variety to the (hip*s crew. 

•During this calm we likewile found 
the maft of a large veflel, which the cap- 
tain thought had lain at leaft three years 
in the fea. It was (hick all over with a 
little (hcll-fifh or reptile called a barnacle, 
and which probably are the prey of the 
rock-fi(h, as our captain calls it, a(rerting 
that it is the fineft n(h in the world j for 
which we are obliged to confide entirely 
in his tafle ; for, though he ftruck the 
K 5 filh 
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fiih with a kind of harping iron, and 
wounded him, I am convinced, to death, 
yet he could not poflefs himfelf of his 
Dody i but the poor wretch efcaped to lirv. 
ger out a few hours, with probably great 
torments. 

In the evening our wind return* 
ed, and fo brifkly, that we ran upwards 
of twenty leagues before the next day*s 
[Tue/day^s'] Obftrvation, which brought 
us toLat. 47**. 42'. The captain promifed 
us a very fpeedy paflage through the bay, 
but he deceived us, or the wind deceived 
him, for it fo flackened at fun-fet, that it 
fcarce carried us a mile in an hour during 
the whole fucceeding night. 

fVednefday. A gale ftruck up a little after 
fun-riHng, which carried us between three 
and four knots or miles an hour. We 
were this day at noon about the mid- 
dle of the bay of Bifcay, when the wind 
once more deferted us, and we were fo en- 
tirely becalmed, that we did^not advance 
a mile in many hours. My frelh-water 
reader will perhaps conceive no unpleafant 
idea from this calm \ but it affet^led us 
much more than a ftorm could have 
done 5 for as the irafcible paffions of men 

are 
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are apt to fwell with indignation I/oi^ af« 
tcr the injury which firft raifed them is 
over, fo fared it with the fea. It role 
mountains high, and lifted our poor (hip 
up and down, backwards and forwards^ 
v^ith fo violent an emotion, that there was 
icarce a man in the ihip better able to 
fland than myfelf. Every utenfil in our 
cabin rolled up and down, as we (faould 
have rolled ourlelves, had not our chairs 
been fail lafhed to the floor. In this fitua- 
tion, with our tables likewife fattened by 
ropes, the captain and myfelf took our 
meal with f<Hne difficulty, atxl fwallowed 
a little of our broth, for we fpilt much 
the greater part. The remainder of our 
dinner being an old, lean, tame duck 
roailed, I regretted but little the iofs of» 
my teeth not being good enough to 
have chewed it. 

Our women, who began to creep out of 

their holes in the morning, retired again 
wichm the cabin to their beds^ and were no 
more heard of this day, in which my 
whole comfort was to find, by th^ captain's 
relation^ that the fwelling was fometimes 
much worfe i he did, indeed, take this 
occaiion to be. more communicative than 
ever, and informed me of fuch mi&dven- 
K 6 turei 
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tDres'that had befallen him within fortjr- 
fix years at fca, as might frighten a very 
bold fpint from undertaking even the 
iliorteft voyage. Were thefe indeed but 
univerfally known, our matrons of qua- 
lity Would poffibly be deterred from ven- 
turing their tender offspring at fea; by 
which means our navy would lofis the ho- 
nour of many a young commodore, who 
at twenty-two is better vcrfed in maritime 
affairs than real feamen are made by ex- 
perience at fixty. 

Akp this mayi perhaps, appear the more . 
extraordinary, as the education of both 
feems to be pretty much the fame ; nei- 
ther of them having had their courage tried 
by VirgilV defcription of a- ftorm, in. 
whichy irrfpired' as. he was, I doubt whe- 
ther our captain doth not exceed him. 

In the evening the wind, which conti- 
nued in the N. W. again frclhencd, and 
that fo briflcly that cape Finifter appeared 
by this day*s obfervation to bear a few miles 
to the fouthward. We now indeed failed^ 
or rather flew, near ten knots an hour; and 
the captain, in the redundancy of his good 
humour, declared he would go to church 
at Li(bon on Sunday next, for that* he wa* 

Ibre 
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fure of a wind ; and indeed we all firmly 
believed him. Buc the event again contra-, 
difted him : for we were again vifited by 
a calm in the evening. 

But here, tho* our voyage was retarded, 
we were entertained with a fcene which as no 
one can behold without going to Tea, fo no 
one can form an idea of any thing equal 
to it on (hore. We were feated on the 
deck, women and all, in the fereneft even- 
ing that can be imagined. Not a fingle 
cloud prefented iifclf to our view, and the 
fun himfclf was the only objeft which en- 
grofled our whole attention. He did in- 
deed fet with a majefty which is incapable 
of defcription, with which while the ho- 
rizon was yet blazing with glory, our eyes 
were called off to the oppofite part to fur- 
vcy the moon, which was then at full, 
and wjiich in rifing prefented us with the 
fecond objeft that this world hath offered 
to our vifion. Compared to thcfe the pa- 
geantry of theatres, or fplendor of courts, 
are fights almoft below the regard of chil- 
dren. 

We did not return from the deck till 
late in the evening : the weather being in- 
cxprelKbly pleafant, and fa warm, that 

^ even 
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even my old diftcmpcr perceived the al- 
teration of the climate. There was in- 
deed a fwell» but nothing comparable to 
what we had felt before, and it affeded us 
on the deck much lefs than in the cabin. 

Friday. The calm continued till fun- 
rifing^ when the wind likewife arofe \ but 
unluckily for us, it came from a wrong^ 
quarter : it was S. S. E. which is that 
very wind which Juno would have foli- 
cited of ^olus^ had ^neas been in our 
latitude bound for Lifbon^ 

The captain now put on his moft melan- 
choly afpeA, and reuimed his former opi- 
nion, that he was bewitched. Hedeclared^ 
with great folemnity, that this was worfe 
find worfe, for that a wind direAly in his 
teeth was worfe than no wind at all. Had 
we purfued the courfc which the wind pcr- 
fuaded us to take, we had gone dtredly 
for Newfoundland^ if we had not fallen ia 
with Ireland in our way. Two ways remain- 
ed to avoid this •, ore was to put into a port 
of Galicia \ the other, to beat to th^ 
weftward with as little fail as poflible ; and 
this was our captain's eledion. 
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As for us, poor paflcngers, any port 
would have been welcome to us ; efp-- 
cially, as not only our frcfli provifions, 
exce^ t a great n imber of old ducks and 
fowls, but even our bread was come to an 
end, and nothing but fea hifcuit remained, 
which I could not chew. So that now, 
for the firft time in my life, I faw what it 
.was to want a bit of bread. 

The wind, lowever, was not fo unkind 
as we had apprehended ; but having de* 
clined with the fun, it changed at the ap- 
proach of the moon, and became again 
favourable to us; tho' fo gentle, that 
the next day's obfervation carried us 
very little to the fouthward of cape Fi- 
nifter. This evening at fix the wind, 
^hich had been very quiet all day, rofe 
very high, and continuing in our favour, 
drove us feven knots an hour. 

This day we faw a fail, the only one, as 
I heard of, we had feen in our whole paf- 
fage through the bay. I mention this on 
account of what appeared to me fotne- 
what extraordinary. Tho* flie was at fuch 
a diflance that 1 could only perceive fhe 
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was a (hip, the faildrs difcovcred Ihc was 
a fnow bound to a port in Galicia. 

Sunday. Aft^r prayers, which our good 
captain read on tht? deck with an audible 
voice, and with but one miftake, of a lion 
for Elias, in the fecond lefibn for this day, 
we found ourfelves far advanced in 42% 
and the captain declared we (hould fup off 
Porte. We had not much wind this day ; 
but, as this was direftly in our favour, we 
made it up with fail, of which we crowd- 
ed all we had. We went only at the rat« 
of four miles an hour, but with fo un- 
cafy a motion, continually rowhng from 
fide ro fide, that I fuffered mere than I 
had done in our whole voyage ; my bow- 
els being almoft twifted 0ut of my belly. 
However, the day wais very ferene an4 
bright, and the captain, who was in high 
fpirits^affirmed he had never paffed a plea* 
ianter at fea. 

The wind continued fo briik that we 
ran upward of fix knots an hour the whole 
night. 

Monday, In the morning, our captain 
concluded that he was got into iat. 40% 
dnd was very little fl"*ort of the Burlings;. 
' as 
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ds they are called in the charts. We came 
up with them at five in the afternoon, be- 
ing the firft land we had diftinftly itcn 
fince we left Devonfhire. They confift 
of abundance of little rocky iflands, a lit- 
tle diftam from* the (bore, three of them 
only (hewing themfelves above the water. 

Here the Portuguefe mainta'n a kind 
of garrifon, if we may allow it that name* 
It confiils of malefadlors, who are baniihed 
hither for a term, for divers fmall offeo^ 
ices. A policy which they may have co* 
pied fi^omthe Egyptians, as we may read 
m Diodbrus Siculljs. That wife peoplci 
to prevent the corruption of good man^ 
ners byeyil comniunication, built a town 
on the RiedSeaj, whither they, tranfport^ 
ed a great number of. their crin^inals, 
having firft let an indelible mark on 
them, to- prevent their returning, and mix^ 
ing with the. fober part of thqr citizens. 

These rocks lieaboijt 15 leagues rtorth^ 
weft of cape Roxent ; or, as it is com« 
monly called, the rock of Lifbon ;. which 
we paft early the next morning. The 
wind, indeed, would have carried us thi- 
ther 
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ther fooner j but the captain was not in a 
hurry, as lie was to lofe nothing by his 
delay. TuffJay, This is a very high nloun- 
tain, fituated on the northern fide of the 
mouth of the river Tajo, which rifing above 
Madrid, in Spain, and foon becoming na« 
vigable for fmall craft, empties itfelf, after 
a long courfe, into the fea, about fo\ir 
leagues below Liibon. 

On the fummit of the rock ftands 
a hermitage, which is now in the pofiefHoa 
of an Englifbmany: who was formerly maf-« 
ter of a veflcl trading to Liibon ; and, 
having changed his religion and his man- 
ners, the latter of which, at teaft, were none 
of the beft, betook ttmfelf td this place, iii 
order to do penance for his fins. He is 
now very old, and hath inhabited this her* 
mitagt for a great number of years, dur- 
ing which he hath received fome counte- 
nance from the royal family i and particu- 
larly from the prefent queen dowager, whole 
piety refufes no trouble or expence by 
which (he may make a profelyte •, being 
ufed to fay, that the faving one foul wouki 
repay all the endeavours of her life* 
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Here we waited for the tide, and had 
the pleafure of furveying the face of the 
country, the foil of which, at this feafon, 
cxaiftly rcfemblcs mn old* brick kill, or ^ 
field where the green- fward is pared up 
and kt a- burning or rather a-fmoaklng, 
in little heaps, to manure the land. This 
fight wiil^ perhaps, of all others^ make an 
Englifhman proud of and pleafed^ with 
his own country, which in verdure excels, 
I believe, every other country. Another 
deficiency here, is the want of large trees, 
noth'mg above a Ihrub being here to be 
difcovered in the circumference of many 
miles. 

At this place we took a pilot on board, 
who, being the firfl Portuguefe we fpoke 
to, gave us an inftance of that reKgious 
obfervance which is paid by all nations to 
their laws l for, whereas it is here a capital 
oSence to aflift any peribn in going on 
Ihore from a foreign veflel, before it hath 
been examined, and every pcrfon in it 
viewed by the magiftrates of heahh, as 
they are called, this worthy pilot, for a 
very fmall reward, rowed the Portuguefe 
prieft to fhorc at this place, beyond which 
he <^d not dare to advance i and» in ven- 
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turing whither he had given fufEcicnt tcf- 
timony of love- for his n^itive country. 

We did not enter the Tajo till noon, 
when after pafling feveial old caftles, and 
other buildings^ which had greatly the af- 
peA of ruins> we came to the caftie of 
Bcllifle, where we had a full profpcft of 
Lifbon, and were indeed within three 
miles of it* 

Herb we were faluted with a gnn, 
which was a fignal to pais no farther, till 
we bad complied, with certain ceretooniesi 
which the laws of thir country roqnire to 
be obferved by all {hips which arrive in this 
port. Wc were obliged then to caft anchor, 
and expe^b the arrival of the officers of the 
cuilomS) without wfaofe paflfport no Ihip 
muft proceed, farther than this place* 

* Here likcwife we received a vifit from 
one of thofe nr^agiftrates of health before- 
mentioned. He rcfufcd to come on board 
the (hip, till every perfon in her had been 
drawn up on deck, and perfonally viewed' 
by. him; This occafionr d. fome delay on 
my part, as it was not the. work of a mi- 
nute to lift me from the cabin to the 
deck. The captain thought my particular 
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cafe might have been txcufed from this 
ceremony -, and that it would be abun- 
dantly fufficient if the nugiftratc, who 
was obh'ged afterwards to vifit the cabin^ 
furveyed me there. But this did not fa- 
tisfy the magiftrate's ftrift regard to his 
duty. When he was told of my lamenefs^ 
he called out with a voice of authority; 
* Let him be brought up/ and his orders 
were prcfently compHed with. He was 
indeed a perfon of great dignity, as well 
as of moft exaft fidelity in the difcharge 
of his truft. Both which are the more 
admirable, as his falary is lefs than 30 1. 
Englilh, per annum. 

Before a fliip hath been vifited by one 
of thofe magiftrates, no perfon can law- 
fully go ori board her \ nor can any oii 
board depart from her. This I faw exem* 
pliBed in a remarkable inftance. The 
young lad, whom I have mentioned as 
one of our paflengcrs, was here met by his 
father, who, on the firft news of the cap- 
tain's arrival, came from Li(bon to Bcllifle 
in a boar, being eager to embrace a fon 
whom he had not feen for many years. 
But when he came along-fide our ihip, nei- 
ther did the father dare afcend, nor the 
ion defcend, as the magiftrate of health 
bad not been yet on board. 
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Some of my readers will, perhaps, ad~ 
mire the great caution of this policy, fo 
nicely calculated for the prcfervation of 
this country from all peftiiential diilem- 
pers. Others will as probably regard it 
astooexadt and formal to beconftantly 
perfifted in, in fcafonsof the utmoft fafety, 
as well as in times of danger. I will not 
decide either way ; but will content my fclf 
with obferving, that I never yet faw or 
heard of a place where a travieller had fo 
much trouble given him at his landing as 
here. The only ufc of which, as all fuclt 
matters begin and end in form only, is to 
put it into the power of low and mean 
fellows to be either rudely officious, or 
grofsly corrupt, as they fhall fee occstfion^ 
to prefer the gratification of their pride 
or of ^heir avarice. 

Or this kind, lifcewife, is that power 
which is lodged with other officers here, 
of ukinft away every grain of fnufF, and 
every leaf of tobacco, brought hither from 
other countries, tho* only for the tempo- 
rary ufe of the perfon, during his refidence 
here. This is executed with great info- 
lence, and as it is in the hands of the 
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dregs of the people, very fcartdaloufly : 
for, under pretence of fcarching for tobac- 
co and fnuff, they are fure to fteal what- 
ever they can find, infomuch that when 
they came on board, our failors addrefs*d 
us in the Covent -Garden language, « Fray, 

* gentlemen and ladies, take care of your 

* fwords and watches.* Indeed I never 
yet faw any thing equal to the contempt 
and hatred which our honeft tars every 
moment exprefs'd for thefc Portuguefc 
officers. 

At Bclliflc Kcs buried Catharine of 
Arragon, widow of Prince Arthur, 
jeWcft fon of our Henry VII, afterwards 
married to, and divorced from, Henry 
VIII. Cldfe by the church where her re- 
mains are depofited, is a large convcfnt of 
Geronymitcs, one of the moft beautiful 
piles of building in all Portugal. 

In the evening at twelve, our fliip hav- 
ing received previous vifits from all the 
neccffary parties, took the advantage of 
the tide, and having failed up to Lifbon, 
call: anchor there, in a calm, and a moon- 
fciny night, which made the paffage in- 
credibly plcafant to the women, who re- 
mained three hours enjoying it, whilft 1 
— was 
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was left to the cooler traniport3 of osjoy- 
ing their pleafures at fecond-hand; and 
yet, cooler as they may be, whoever is 
totally ignorant of fuch fenfation, is at 
the fame time void of all ideas of friend- 
fhip. 

Wednefday. Lisbon, before which we 
now lay at anchor, is faid to be built on 
the fame number of hills with old Rome % 
but thefe do not all appear to the water ^ 
on the contrary, one fees frpm thence one 
vaft high hill and rock, with buildings 
aifing above one another, and that in fo 
ileep and almoft perpendicular a manner, 
that they all feem to have but one foun- 
dation. 

As the houfes, convents, churches, &C4 
are large, and all built with white ftone, 
they look very beautiful at a diftancc, but 
as you approach nearer, and find them 
to want every kind of ornament, all idea 
of beauty vanilhes at once. While I was. 
furveying the profpeft of this city, which 
bears fo little refemblance to any other 
that I have ever feen, a refledtion occurred 
to me, that if a man was fuddenly to be 
removed from Palmyra hither, and (hould 
take a view of no other city, in how glo- 
rious 
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rious a light would the antient archttefture 
appear to him ? and what defolation and 
deftruftion of arts and fcicnces would h't 
cx)nclude had happened between the fcvc* 
Tal aera*s of thefc cities ? 

* I H A D now waited full three hours 
upon deck, for the return of my man, 
whom I had fent to befpeak a good din* 
ner (a thing which had been long un- 
known to me) on (horc, and then to brtng 
a Lifbon chaife with him to the fea-fliore j 
but, it feenis, the impertinence of the 
providore was not yet brought to a con- 
cJufion. At three o'clock, when I was 
from emptinefs rather faint than hungry, 
my man returned, and told me, there was 
a new law lately made, that no paffenger 
Ihould fet his foot on fliore without a fpe- 
cial order from the providore ; and that 
he himfelf would have been fent to prifon 
for difobeying it, had he not been protefted 
as the fcrvant of the captain. He informed 
me likewife, that the captain had been 
very induftnous to get this order, but that 
it was then the providore's hour of fleep, 
a time when no man, except the king him- 
felf, durft diftuib him. ' 

L To 
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To avoid prolixity, tho' in a part of 
my narrative which may be more agree- 
able to my reader than it was to me, the 
providore having at h& finifhed his nap^ 
difpatched this abfurd matter of form, 
and ^aye. me leave to come, or rather to 
be carried, on £bore. 

What it was that gave the firft hint of 
thk ftrange law is not cafy to gucfe, Pof- 
fibly, ia the infancy of their deletion, a^d 
before their gpverijmeat could be weU 
eftabliihed, they wjere willing to guard 
againft the ba^e pofllbility of furprize, 
oi xhe foccc6 of which bare poflibility the 
Trojan horie will remain for ever on re- 
cord, as a great and ndemorabie example. 
Now the Portugjoefe have no walls to fe- 
cur^ them, and a veifcl of two or three 
hundred tuns will contain a nmsh larger 
body of troops than could be concealed 
in that famous machine, tho* Virgil tells 
us (fomcwhat hyperbolically, 1 believe) 
that it was as big as a mountain. 

AaouT feven in the evejxing I got into 
a chaife on fliore, and was driven through 
the naftieft city in the world, tho* at the 
fame time one of the moft populous, to a 

kind 



d by Google 



TO LISBON- 219 

kind of cofFce-houfe, which is very plca- 
fantly fituatcd on the brow of a hill, about 
a mile from the city, and hath a very fine 
profpedt of the river Taio from Lifbon to 
the fca. 

Here we regaled ourfelves with a good 
fupper, for which we were as well charg- 
ed, as if the bill had been made on the 
Bath road, between Newbury and Lon- 
don. 

And now we could joyfully fay, 
Egr^ opt at a ^roes patiuntur ^eretuu 

Therefore in the words of Horace, 
■ ■ ^bic Finis cbarf^qi via^ 
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1MU S T eafif(c<6 tttyklf to be one of 
thofe who bfdught wrth me to the 
pefufat of the lace pubii^d volumeil 
€>f iJord Bolfiigbrokci a very high preju- 
dice to the dodtrincs faid to hzvt beei> 
eftabliftled in thcno j but at the fame time, 
ean as truly aflerr, that I had the higheiiy 
and ftron^ft prepofleflion, in favour of thQ 
abilities of the author. Such, indeed, was 
this prepofleffion, that it might, I th?nk, 
be a fufBcient warrant of a mart's candour 
^ainft any prejudice whatever : and it h 
in the true fpirit of thi.^ candour that I de- 
clare, upon the perufal, I have found my 
prepofleflions greatly abated, and my pre- 
judices not in the leaft removed. 

L. 4 Could 
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Could it therefore be fuppofed, that ali 
mankind were alike able to try the caule 
ef truth, and to form their judgment on 
tlie weight of argument and evidence only, 
I think there could be no danger in leav- 
ing the decifion of this matter upon his 
lordfhip's own rcafoning, without any at- 
tempt to anfwer him. But when we con- 
fider how very weak the abilities of man- 
kind in. general are, in difquifitions of this 
nature ; how much weaker they are ren- 
dered for this ^ urpofe by want of due at- 
tention ; and, laftly; how apt they a^e to 
carry any little partiality which they have 
pre-conceived before the examination of 
a caufe, up to the finat decifion of it ia 
their minds, it may poflibly be very dan- 
gerous to the focie^y to fufFer fuch pernici- 
ous dodrincs to Hand unobjedled to with fa 
great a name at their head. Many, I an\ 
convinced, will think the authority of this 
pame alpne fufHcicnt to eftablifli their own 
belief upon, without any farther inquiry 
at all. Many others will imagine very 
little inquiry neceflary, and, tho' they did 
not intirely acquiefce in taking his word, 
will be eaiily cajoled with his reafons, 
which, however little they may have of 
fubftance, have much of the fpccious or- 
naments 
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naments of wit and language, with all the 
allurements of novelty both of ftyle and 
manner ; and, finally, with an appearance, 
at leaft, of reading very fingular and cx- 
tenfive. 

From which laft particular may arife 
a third fort very worthy of receiving fome 
affiftance on this occafion ; fuch, I mean, 
as have not the leaft inclination to his 
lordlhip's dodrines, nor would, indeed, 
afleht to them on the authority of any man 
breathing, who may yet have wanted lei- 
fure or opportunity fufficient to provide 
ihemfelves with a proper fund. of know-* 
ledge, to give a ready anfwer to various 
aflertions wTiich will occur in the works 
now under confideratlon, and which, tho* 
they, have the worft of tendencies, 
have in reality themfelves no better fup- 
port (and not always fo good a one) 
than forae very weak and flender hy- 
pothefes, and are at other times built 
on the revival of old chimerical principles 
which have been confuted and' exploded 
long ago. 

Now, to all thefe indifferent conftiru- 

tions we fhall endeavour to apply our fe- 

yeral antidotes. And here, luckily for 

L 5 us. 
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US, vrt are proviided with an afgumcAt 
• whith moft moll effeftually filence thofe 
who are the moft difficult of aU others ta 
be ufuallf dcak with ia the Way of rca- 
Jbning : luch are the perfons I mentiofl- 
cd in the firft clafs, who believe from au- 
thority onIy» and who have not yet, with 
the fchools, given up the irre^ftiDle argu- 
ment of, he Himfelf faid it 

The force of this argument, however,, 
even irt the days when it flourifhed moff,. 
drew all its ftrength from a fuppofition 
that, if he himfelf faid it^ he himfelf be- 
lieved it : for, if it could have been prov- 
ed of Ariftotle that he had aflefted fra 
and ccffy and had with the fame clearnefs 
affirmed in one part of hi& works the (ame 
thing to be, and in another the fame thing 
not to be, none of his fcholafs would have 
known which he believed, and alt othei^ 
would, perhaps, have thought that he had 
no belief at all in, nor indeed any know- 
ledge of,, the matter. 

Tf, therefore, his lordfliip fhall appear 
to have made ufe of this duplicity of af- 
fertion, and that not in one or two, but ia 
many inftances, may we not draw the like 
conclufions ? Luckily, perhaps, for his. 

lordlhi^, 
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Ibrdffifp, we may not be driven to the 
feme abfoldte degree of uncertabty as 
muft have refukcd from the cafe of An* 
ftotle, as I have put it above ; fince our 
noble author himfclf feems to have Jeft us 
a kind of clue, which will fufficicntly lead 
to the difcovery of his meaning, and wiH 
diew us, as often as he is pleaftd to aflert 
Both fides of a contradiAion, on which 
Tide we are to believe him. ^ 

And here I fhall premife two cautions ; 
one of which I (hall borrow from the 
rules eftabfi(hed among writers -, the rea* 
fonabfenefs of the other 1 fhall endeavour 
to evince, from a rule given us by one 
of the greateft lawyers whom this king-- 
dom ever bred. 

' The firft is, that of interpreting the 
Ifenfe of an author with the utmoft can- 
dour, fo as not to charge him with any 
grofs and invidious meaning, when his 
words ate fufceptible of a much more be- 
nign and favourable fenfe. 

The fecond is, the obfervation formed 

upon the works of judge Littleton by 

lord chief juflice Coke : this is, that 

whenever that great lawyer rs' pleafed n? 

L 6 put 
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pat down two opinions dire£Uy contra- 
clidting each other, that the latter opinioa 
is always the beflt, and always bis own* 

To apply *thefe to the prefent pur- 
pofc, I firft of all recommend to the can- 
dour of the reader, that whenever he 
fliall find two affertions diredly contrary 
to each other (and many fuch we do prb- 
mife to produce to him) one of which di- 
reftly tends to take away all religion what- 
ever, and the other as direfibly to eftablifh 
natural religion at leafl, that he will be Co 
kind, Gnce it is impoflible that my lord 
Ihould have believed both, t© imagine that 
he rather believed the latter ^ efpecially as 
this latter, from its contradifting the ap- 
parent purpofe of the author, appears to 
have been laft fct down ; and, confequent- 
ly, will have my lord Coke's fanftion in 
favour of the fuperior authority. 

Lastly, if it fliould ever happen that 
his lordfhip*s fentiments Ihould be more 
clearly expreffed in favour of th^ worfc ' 
than of the better doctrine, we will endea- 
vour all that in us liea to explain and iU 
luftrate thofe hints; by which, we truft, he 
will always aflift a careful and accurate ex- 
amincf in refcuing the. cfoteric parity of 

bis 
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his dodrines from that lefs amiable ap- 
pearance in which their exoteric garb rc- 
prefents them. 

In fhort, we doubt not but to make it 
appear as a h6k beyond all conteft, that 
his lordfhip was in jeft through the whole 
work which we have undertaken to exa- 
mine. If an inflamed zealot fhould in his 
warmth compare" fuch jefting to his in the 
Pfalmift ; or, if a cooler difpolition fhould 
afk, how it was poffible to jcft with mat- 
ters of fuch importance ? I confiefs I have 
no defence againfl the accufation» nor can 
give any fatisfaftory anfwer to the quef- 
tion. To this, indeed, I could fay, and 
it is all that I could fay, that my lord 
Bolingbroke was a great genius, fent 
into the world for great and aflodilh- 
ing purpofes. That the ends, as well 
as means of aftion in fuch perfonages^ 
are above the comprehenfion of the vul- 
gar. That his life was one fcene of the 
wonderful ^throughout. That, as the 
temporal happinefs, the civil liberties 
and properties of Europe, were the game 
of his earlieft youth, there could^ be no 
Iport fo adequate to the entertainment 
of his advanced age, as the eternal and fi- 
nal happinefs of alt mankind. That this 

is 
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h the noblcft confcrvarkm of cfiarafter, 
and might, if perceived in himfetf, pofli- 
bly lead our great genius to fee the Su- 
preme Being in the light of a dramatic 
poet, and tnat part ot his works which 
we inhabit as a drama, * The fcnfhive 
^ inhabitants of our globe/ fays Iwd Bo- 
ligbfoke% ^Wkeir^t dramatis ftfrfcrrx.hzve 

* different charaders, dnd are applied tor 

* different purpofes of adion in every 

* fcene. The fcveral parts of the ma- 

* fecial world, lil<e the machines of a. 
« theatre, were contrived not for the ac-^ 
^ tors, but for the aftion : and the whole 

* order and fyftem of the drama would b© 
« difordered and . fpoilcd, if any alteration 

* was made In either. The nature of 
« every creature, his manner of being, ir 
« adapted to his ftate here^, to the place 
' he is Co inhabit, and, as we may fay, to 

* the part he is to aft.^ It hath teen, 1 
think, too common with poets to a^ran- 
dize their profefllon with fuch kind of 
fimilies, and I have, fomcwhere in an Eng- 
li(h dramatic writer, met with one fo 
nearly cefcmbling the above, that his ^rd. 
ihip might be almoft fufpeftcd to have 
read it likewife ; but fuch conceits are in* 
confident with ^y (even the leaft) pre- 

f Vol. V. p. 377. 

tenca- 
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tenet CO philofophy, I m:0iite&, ihdti&^ 
a fii^e ififtdn^e^ m die wrieJng^ of Jt^- 
dino Bruno who was burnt at Rom^ f<:yr h^- 
'Hcfy, or, ^ we bdieve Scioppius^ for ittoft 
hcnid M^pbemy^ the ImMt entd ol the 
15th century } sthd whoy fA)Bil a Want of a. 
due cprtefpondencif becw^en the piffive 
powers of fiiatcey^ and the ft^irve power of 
God, eottipai^S' the Supremt Beirtg to a 
fidler. Who hath ftill to play, but cannot 
for want of a fiddle. This< it nr^uft be 
coAfefifed, i^ going fonnewhfart farther ; as- 
much farther,, k! reality, ai tod*feend from, 
thcftage toflie oFch^flra.. Thi^ ludicrous 
treatmem of the Being fo Uttiverfallv (for 
haff a dozen madmeti muflr not be afftowed: 
to ftrip any opiftiidtt of uoiterfatity) ac- 
knowledged to be the cmCs of afl things, 
whilft it ibutids fe Mi in the grave vwce of 
reafoiv, very well become* the lips of adroH : 
for ftovelty, boMtoef*, arid eren abfurdity^ 
as they all tend to furprize, do often gi« 
3 poignancy to wit, and ferve to enhance- 
a jeft. ThM affords a fecond rcafon why 
we may fufpeft hii lordftiip was not Over 
ferious in the work before us. 

jdly,. That hts lordfhip never thought 
proper to rei^ife this performance^ h a ve- 
ry ftrong argument that he could not be 

ia 



d by Google 



[232] 

Jn carneft either i(i beficvirig himfclf in his 
own dodlrincs, or in endeavouring to im- 
print fuch a belief on others. That he did 
not in fadl revife his works is manifeft, 
from the numerous contradifiions that oc- 
cur in them, and thefc often in the fame 
page 5 fo that, for the moft part, they 
could not efcape the dulleft and blunteft 
degree of penetration: furely we cannot 
impute fuch repeated overfights to one 
who hath fo explicitly afferted, * That to 
be liable to contradid yourfelf. is to be li- 
able to one of the greateft of humaa im- 
. perfeftions ! An author, in the firft hurrj 
of fctting down his thoughts on a fubjedt 
which warms him, may poflibly, indeed, 
aflert two opinions not perfeftly reconcile- 
able with each other j nay, there are fome 
writers from whom we can reafonably ex- 
pedt no lefs -, fince, as Archbifhop Tillotfon 
obfcrves, it is hard to contradia truth and 
nature, without contradifting one's felf. 
But to expunge fuch miftakes is the office 
of revifal and correvSipn •, and therefore, 
a work in which thefe miftakes abound, is 
very juftly called an incorredV perfor- 
mance. As this .work therefore doth more 
than any which I ever faw, afford us in- 
.ftances of whathis-lordlhip calls thegreat- 

cfi ^ 
» E%s, p. 1 8 1. 
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eft human impef fe^tioii) charity (hews nie 
no more candid way of accounting for 
them than this which I have mentioned. 

Lastly, the very form and title, un- 
der which the noble lord hath thought 
proper to introduce his philofophy into 
the world, is a very ftrong evidence of 
the juftice of all the foregoing obfervations. 
We may form, I think, one general pre- 
cept from the trite ftory of Archimedes : 
this is, not to undertake any great work 
Without preconcerting fuch means as may 
be adequate tp the execution. Now to 
turn the material world topfy-turvy, is a 
project {c^tct more difficult in appearance^ 
than to perform the fame notable exploit 
in the intclleftual. And yet Archimedes 
might as judicioufly have fixed his ma- 
chine in vacuo, as his lordlhip hath cho- 
fen to argue againft the beft eftablifhed 
fyftems in the intellectual world, in frag-, 
ments of effays. This method, not to 
mention the indignity it offers to the fub- 
jeft in difpute, is treating the whole body 
of the learned with more fupcrcilious dif- 
refpe<5t than nature feems yet to have qua- 
lified any member of that body to exprefs. 
towards the reft of his brethren j and 

which 
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vrtifch mtjll appear to be wondfepful, if 
feriou&, ih one who expf elfea fo modcR aa 
opmiofi of hfs owa ciitical talcms ; tho\ 
as to his modcfty, it muft indeed be con- 
fefied to be fotnetvhat feafoned with a due 
mixture of contempt, 

Btf-r whattver tMy kStn- the idea of hi§- 
lordfhip^s modcfhry there is only one way 
to kflfen that of his abfurdity 5 this is to 
cxmclude that he t)^ras in jeft : nay there is- 
one WOT to fee thrs abftrrdity in an amiablo 
light; ror in fbcha lightwiHhe appear, if we 
ftippofe that he puts On the jack-pudding^s 
Coat with the noble view of cxpofing and 
ridiculing thofc^ pernieioirs tenets which 
have lately been propagated with a teal 
more difficult to be accounted for than its 
fuccefs. 

That ftch an attempt of expofing any- 
popular error would always prove vifto* 
rious IS, I thinlc, extremely pfobable. 
My Lord Shaftfbury hath been blamed 
for (aymg • That ridicule is one of thofe- 
** pfitictpafl lights or natural mediums by 

* which things are to be viewed, in order 
•• to a thorough recognition: for that 

* truth, it is fuppofcd, may bear alP 

* lights., 
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• lights*.' Perhaps there may be fome 
juftice in this cenfurc, as truth may by 
fuch a trial be fabjcfled to mifreprefen- 
tation, and become a more eafy prey to 
the noalice <rf its enemies r ^ Ragrant m- 
ftance of which we have in the cafe of 
Socfates. 

BiTT whatever bbjefti6n there may be 
ftgainft trying truth by rWieule, there can 
be nont, I apprehend, of making ufe of 
its afliftance in esipelling and bamfhins all: 
falfhood and impofture, when once fairly 
convicted, out of fociety; and ajs this 
method is for this purpofe very unexcep- 
tionable) fo is it generally the moi^ effi^ft- 
cious that can be invented ; as will appear 
by fome examples which will occur in the 
tourfe of our comment on his lordftiip'^ 
cffays, or fragnficnts of eflays, on whick 
we Ihall now enter without further preface 
or apology. 

• • Efiay on the frceddm'of wit and hamoof, 
fm r. fed. L 
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S E C T. I. 

. A ND her^, ^s a proof that yre ^ire as liable 
•^ to be corrupted by our books as by 
our companions, I am in danger of fetting 
out with a contradiftion. Nay I muft yet 
venture to dq .this in fome degree with 
ray eyes open, and muft Jay my defence 
Qn a diftinftion rather too nice^ and which 
relics too much on the candour of my 
teamen .. • / ,. 

The trqth 15, our noye author's chief 
ftrejigth lic§. in that very circymftancc 
which I have before aflerted to he of itfdf 
alone a fufficient argument of his weak? 
neCs ; where^^ on the contrary his manner 
^affords fuch a proteftion to his matter, 
that if he had defigned to referve to him- 
feif the fole privilege of anfwering his own 
<3oftrine, he could not have invented a more 
ingenious or efFe<5tual contrivance. It hath 
been alledged as a good reafon for not an- 
fwering certain books, that one muft be ob- 
liged firft to read them j but furely we 
fhair find few men fo very charitable, or 
fo much our friends, to give them order 

and 
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- and method with a view only of compli- 
oneacing them wrth an anfwer. 

This, however,. I attempted,. tW I 
own with no great fuccefs ; and that not 
fo much, I apprehend, from want of fuf- 
ficient matter to make out fuch colourable 
fyftems as may be expcfted in fuch a 
writer, as from a certain dark, cautious, 
and loofe manner of exprelTing his fenti* 
raents, which muft arife either from a 
writer's defire of not being very cafily ex- 
plained, or from an incapacity of making 
himfeif very clearly underftood. The dif- 
ficulties arifing to the commentator on 
thefe fragments, will appear to be af- 
fignabJe only to the former caufe : for a 
very indifFerpnt reader will be feldom at 
a lofs in comprehending his lordfliip in 
his own works j but tp transfer his dodrines 
with their authority (i, e, the ipfe dixit of 
the author) into another work, is often 
very difficult, and without long quota- 
ixov^y too apt to tire the, reader, impoffible. . 
In this light a very fine thought of Mr. 
Pope's occurs to my^ memory, 

Tho' index-learning turns no ftudentpalc, 
It holds the eeKof fcience by the tail. 

The 
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The bed ^ray then of preceediog wkk 
{x> flippcry a reafoner 5 the only way, in- 
deed, in which I fee any pof&bility of pro- 
ceeding with him, is firft to lay down 
fome general rules, all of which will here- 
after be proved out of his writings, and 
then purfuing him chapter by chapter, to 
extraA the feveral proofs, however fcat- 
tered and difperfed, which tend to dfca- 
blifh both parts of the contradidions, 
which I fiiall now fet down. 

Our noble author lets out m his firft 
feftion, with a fly infinuation, that it is 
poflible for the graveft of philofophers on 
the graveft of fubjedb, to advance propofi* 
tions injeft. ^ It is more probable,^ fays 
Lord B , *' and it is more candid to 

• believe, that this philofopher(Dcfcartes) 

* was nn earneft, than t^hat he was in je{b> 
*-when he advanced this propofition, ^ 
concerning the intmutahility md eternity of 
certain matbtnu^cal tmibs. I will add^ 
that I believe that an idea of fuch jcfting 
had never any footing in a human head, 
till it firft found admiOion into that ^t^i 
xhis nobJe lord. 

* Eflkysy page 4. 

In 
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In t;he famereftion, his Jk>ildAip {>ro- 
<:e€4s thus : ' The antieots chougbc nutter 
^ eternal, aod aiUimed that the Dermurgus» 
^ or Dirine Archite^ compofed the frame 
^ of the world wHh materUl^ which were 
^ ready prepared, aiKi imtepefidenUy on 

* hini» in a coafufed chaos. Much in eke 

* {gm^ ma0Der fi^ch metaphyfician^ as the 
^ karned Cudworth have ima^ned a 
^ A>rt ^f ioteUe&uaJ chaos, a chaoa of 
< eteraal ideas, of incorporeal efTcnoes, 
^ mdepejadeac 00 God» feif-exiftent, and 

* therefore <o-eval with the fupfeme he- 
^ ing, aad therefore ;i^teriof to all otlxer 
^ mtmes. hi this inteiledtual chaos God 
^ iees, aod man vm& endeavour to fee* 

* the natures, the real effences of things : 

* and thiw the foundations of naorality ar« 

* laid higher chaa the cxiftence of any 

* moral agents, befijre there was any fyftcm 

* of being from which the obligations to 
« it couW refuJr, or to which they could 
^ be applied ; j»ft as the feme philolb- 

* ph^rs fuppofe the incorporeal effences <^ 
' whit>e and black to have exifted when 

* there was no fuch thing as colour, and 

* thofe of a iqgare and circle, when there 

* w^s neither form nor figure */ 

* Ibid, page 6. 

,6 Herje 
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Here I am afraid the learned peer hath 
gone no farther for his erudition than the 
firft or fecond pages of Ovid's Mcta- 
morphofis : fcr could he be recalled from 
the dead, contrary to his own doctrine, as 
he hath recalled Defcartes, and were afked 
whom he meant by the antients, he could 
not certainly knfwer in generaf, the antient 
philofophers, for then the whole tribe of 
atheifts would be ready to teftify againft 
him. If he (hould anfwer, that he meant 
the antient theifts only, and lefs he cannot 
■be fuppofed to mean by thofc who arc 
well-bred enough to fuppofe he meant any 
thing, he will be far from finding even 
among thefe an univerfal concurrence with 
his opinion. Thales, the chief of the 
Grecian fages, and who is faid to have 
firft turned his thoughts to phyfiological 

* enquiries, affirmed the independent pre- 
exiftence of God from all eternity. The 
words of Laertius are remarkable, and I 
will render them with the moft literal ex- 
adnefs in my power. He aflerted, fays 
Laertius, * That God was the oldeft of all 

* beings, for he exifted without a previous 

* f^«/^ EVEN IN THE WAY OF GENERATION; 

* that the world was the moft beautiful 

* of 
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« of all thing^s > for it was created by 
« God, &c/* This notion of the creation 
Ariftotle tells us, was agreeable to the 
concurrent voice of all antiquity •, * All/ 
fays he, * aflert the creation of the world ; 

* but they differ in this, that fome win 

* have the world fufccptib'e of diflblution, 

* which others deriy.+* On this occafioh 
Ariftotle names Empedocles and Heracli- 
tus, but, which is Ibmcwhat remarkable, 
never mentions 1 hales. The opinion it- 
fclf is oppofed by the Stagyrite ; and this 
oppoGtion he was forced to maintain, or 
he muft have given up the eternity of the 
world, which he very juftly aflerts to be 
jnconfiftent with any idea of its creation. 
But we will difmifs the antients from the 
bar, and fee how his lordfliip will fupport 
his arraignment of the modems.r The 
charge againft them is, that th^y have 
holdcn certain' ideas, or incorporeal ef- 
fences, to be feif-exiftent. Concerning 
thcfc doflrincs his lordfliip thus harangues 

• Diog. Lacrt. lib. i. fci^. 35. where I Aibmlt to 
tbe learned reader the confiru^ion he will obfcr^e 
J havre given to the different import of thofe termv, 
nyfVfjToip and irititiiJM \ the f.rd of which may be coo- 
fidered as a qualified, the latter as an abfolute . 
caufe. , y/A i:.'j 

f Arlftot. De ccelo, lib. s. cap. 10, 
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in the very fame page*, Mr. Lock obferves^ 
Jiow impoffibie ' it is for us to conceive 

* certain relations, habitudes, and connec- 

* tions, vifibly included in fome ot our 

* ideas, to be feparable from thenn even 

* by infinite power. Let U3 obferve, on 

* this occafion, how impoffible, or, at kaH^ 

* how extremely difficult it is for us to 

* feparate the idea of eternity frona ccr- 

* tain moral and mathematical truths, as 

* well as from fuch as are called neceOary,^^ 
^ and arc felf-evident on one hand : and, 
^ on the ptker» how impoflible it is to con- 

* ceive that truths (hould exift before the 

* things to which they are relative ; or 
/ particular natures and eiTences, before 

* the fyftem of univerfal nature, and when 

* there was no being but the^ fuper-cffen- 

* tial Being t.' 

If I had any inelinati^ to cavil, I 
might, with truth, aflert that no fuch paf- 
iage is to be found in Mr. Lock. His 
words are : * In fome of our ideas there 

* are ceruin relations, habitudes, and con- 

* ne£tions, fo vifibly included in the nature 

* of the ideas themfelves, that we cannot 
' conceive them feparable from them by 

* any power whatlocverf .* It may be an- 

• Eflky, p/6. 

f Eilay on Htunan Underfandfiigi U 4. cap. 3. 

fwercd. 
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fwered, perhaps, that the violence is done 
rather to the expreflion, than to the mean- 
ing of this truly great man ; but if I 
ihould candidly mdmk that he feems, from 
the immediate context, to mean no lefs (I 
fay, fcems to mean : for, whoever will care- 
fully compare what is faid in another part 
of the fame book *, of the powers of the 
mind in formins the archetypes of ita 
complex ideas ofnuxed modes, may pof- 
fibly think he fees fufHcient reafon tor re- 
folving what is here affirmed of arbitrary 
(not infinite) power, into the human mind 
only.) I may yet reply^ that fdch a vio- 
lence even to the expreffion of fuch a wri- 
ter on fuch a fubjedt, is by no means void 
of blame, nor even of fufpicion, when it 
is left without a reference to conceal itfelf 
in a large folio, where it will not be eafily 
detefted by any but thole who are pretty 
familiarly acquainted with the original. 

But it ia time to clofe this article, which, 
I think, feems to eftablifh contradi&ion 
the firft : for under what other term (hall 
we range the arguing fro and con in the 
fame breech t for where is the force of the 
laccufation, or, as a lawyer would call it, 
the gift of the indiAment againft poor 
Cucmorth i Is it not (to ufe my lord'a 

f LodK*i Eflay, I X cap. si« 

M 2 own 
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owfi phrafe) ' the laying the foundations 

* of morality higher than the exiftence of 

• any. nnioral agents V - And what fays my 
Jord to enforce the charge ? Why, truly, 
he alleges in defence of the accufed, that 
it was inipoffibJc for him to have done 
othersA/ife, and prQduce^ the authorky of 
Mr. Locke to confirm this irxipoflibilky. 

The generofity of this fudden tranfi- 
tion fronf accqfei; to advocate would con- 
vince all men, on whith fide his loixifliip 
had here delivered his real fentiments, 
was it not fo.mcwhat cpotroted by his hav- 
ing concealed from his readers, that, the 
philofopher a little afterwards,, in the. fame 
book * hath endeavoured to prove, and, I 
think, adtually hath proved, that there is 
no abfurdity in what my lord BpUngbroke 
obXefts, provided the doftrine be. rightly 
underftood, fo as not ^^ eftablifhJhnate 
principles. That the aftual exiftence of 
the fubjcfts of hlathetnaticaJ or tnoral ideas 
is not in the leaft necefiary to give us a 
fufficient evidence of. the n^cffity of thofe 
ideas ; and that, in the difpute$ of the ma- 
thematician as well .as of fhp rooralifti- the 
.exiftence of the fubj€(5t-tr\atte|:..i$' rarely 
called in queftion •, nor is it tppre necef- 
iary to (heir d^monftrations and:CQncUi< 

* Lib. 4. csip. 9. 

(ions. 
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lions, than it would be to prove the truth 
of TuUy's Offices, to (hew that there was 
fome man who lived up to that idea of 
perfcft goodnefs, of which TuUy hath 
given us a pattern. There is fomewhac 
very myfterious in all thisj but we have 
not promifed to explain. contradiAions far- 
ther than by (hewing to which fide his 
lordfhip's authority feems to incline. And 
furcly it is better to decide in favour of 
poffibility, and to lay the foundations of 
morality too high, than to give it no foun- 
dation at all. 



Befunt catera. 
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